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Chernyshevskii’s View of “ Capital ” and “ Labour”

Satoshi Yamamolto

What was the attitude assumed by N. G. Chernyshevskii (1828—1889) towards the
doctrines, especially that of “capital” and *“labour”, of the classical economics of
Western Europe? The author aims at elucidating this problem in the light of two
important historical factors, i. e. the delayed development of economics as one of modern
sciences in Russia, and the immaturity of Russian capitalism at the time of Cherny-
shevskii.

Chernyshevskii’s analysis of “capital” is closely combined with that of “labour ”, and
at the same time it includes a criticism of * capitalism” and *bourgeois economics”.
Only on the basis of this criticism, the author believes, can Chernyshevskii’s “ revolutiona-
ry democratism” and ‘“ utopian socialism” be rightly judged, and it may be wrong to
put the question whether Chernyshevskii’s view afforded a theoretical foundation for the
populism (“ Narodnichestvo”) of the later period, or it was a type of democratism es-
sentially different from the latter. In other words, the author cannot agree with some
critics who are inclined to classify Chernyshevskii’s theories simply as progressive or
retrogressive, taking them up separately.

In the degeneration of “classical economics”, which he had regarded as scientific, to
the “ vulgarized economics ”, Chernyshevskii saw the weak point of “ bourgeois econo-
mics”. He sharply criticized the deviation of this school from the theory of labour
value. This attitude seems to be the key toward understanding the real character of
the economic theory he had in view.

However, his conception of “ capitalism” could hardly be termed a strictly scientific
one. Through an analysis of “labour”, he attained a new viewpoint, from which he
severely criticized capitalism, judging its merits and demerits. But because he, like
other Russian economists up to his time, could not always view the development of
Russian capitalism in its proper historical perspective, his “ Economics for Labour”
contained contradictions of the kind above suggested.

Such is the author’s conclusion about Chernyshevskii’s view of “ capital ” and “ labour ”,
drawn from an examination of his works, especially his “ Comments on Mill’s Principles
of Political Economy ”, * Outlines of Political Economy According to Mill” as well as
“ Capital and Labour ”.
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