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[Research Article] The Foundation Programs in Australia:
Institutional Framework of Pre-university Education for
International Students

Maiko AOKI and Haruko UCHIDA

The aim of this paper is to present the institutional framework, and
operational forms of the FP (Foundation Program) whose primary function
is to assist in the pre-university education for international students who
have not received the Senior Secondary Certificate of Education in
Australia. It will also include an analysis of related policies and reports as
well as interviews with officers who have significant experience with the
FPs.

The genesis of the program began in the middle of the nineteen eighties
when the government set the goal to open universities for privately funded
international students. Since then the number of international students has
rapidly increased, and the international education sector has grown to be
the third export services in Australia. Furthermore, FP's have contributed
to not only recruit top students from abroad, but have also taken the
responsibility to provide them with opportunities and extra time in order
for them to adequately adjust to the Australian higher educational system
(tertiary) - as well as academics in the official (English) language.

Qualitative data from interviews at Taylor's College (which is the FP for
the University of Sydney), the UNSW Foundation Studies, and the RMIT
International College Foundation Studies have given pertinent information
about the importance of the cooperation between the FP providers and the
universities in terms of marketing and monitoring each student’s academic
endeavors with the goal being to ensure the success of each Foundation

Program.



