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A Study on Canoe Tourists’ Crowding Perception, Limits of Acceptance and social

carrying capacity in Gesashi River, Okinawa
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Canoe tourists’ crowding perceptions have been examined by means of actual
experience and visual approach based on photomontage simulations in Gesashi River,
Okinawa. The more actual use levels increased, the more canoe tourists felt crowded,
and the less tourists were satisfied. Acceptable use levels in Gesashi River were
estimated based on the answers of canoe tourists, canoe tour-guides, and people
related to tourism. The results showed the differences among groups, canoe
tour-guides ranked the highest acceptance for canoes in the river. As the results, the
examination of canoe tourists’ crowding perceptions was valid approach for
canoe-tourism destination management. The various viewpoints of stakeholders
should be considered to make the agreement regarding the definition of social carrying
capacity.
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