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The Development of the Theory on the

Proletarian Dictatorship by Lenin and Stalin

MASAMICHI INOKI

In his booklet “What is to be done?”, Lenin revised the marxian theory on the
proletarian dictatorship into the theory on the party dictatorship against the prole-
taliat. In his opinin, the workers could not have a class-consciousness spantaneously.
The class-consciousness had to be planted from without by the party.

After the October Revolution, the communist party became a mass party, and a
sharp differentation between the party-elite and the party-mass emerged. At the
10th party congress in March 1921, coinciding with the Kronstadt uprising, Lenin
pushed through the resolution on unity of the party, denouncing the anarcho-syndi-
calist deviation of the “workers' opposition”. By this resolution, Lenin revised the
theory on the dictatorship by the party into the theory on the dictatorship by the
party-apparatus against the party itself.

The complete defeat of the German Communist party in 1923 confronted the
Soviet Russia with the difficult problem of encirclement by the capitalist countries
for indefinite future. In his work “Foundations of Leninism”, written in April-May
1924, Stalin denied the possibility of the socialism in one country. But at the end
of the same year, Stalin changed his opinion, and he pointed out that the Soviet
Russia could build the socialism alone inspite of her economic backwardness. Insharp
contrast to Marxian theory, according to which the socialism could be build
only after the material preconditions were matured, Stalin insisted on the creative
power of the dictatorship, which should create the material preconditions from above.

In order to create the material preconditions to the socialist society, Stalin took
over the theory on “socialist primitive accummulation™ from Trotsky and Preobra-
zhensky in April 1926.

In the form of the Ist 3 year plan, dating from October 1928 to 1932, Stalin put
the socialst primitive acummuiation into practice.

In his political report to the 16th party congress, Stalin maintained that the class
struggle would be the more sharpened the more exploiters were liquidated. In his
opinion the condition for the dving away of the state must be prepared by the high-
est possible development of the state power. Thus the theory on the withering
away of the state was transformed into the completely opposite theory on the de-
miurgic function of the state by Lenin and Stalin.



