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Plekhanow’s Idea of the Hegemony of Proletariat

S. ARAMATA

Plekhanow for the first time in Russia separated social-democracy from the other
revolutional currents of thoughts. The essential points of its Program manifested
by him were, (1) Russia had already entered the way of capitalitic development,
(2) therefore Russian socialism was expected to be won by labour class, (3) but
in Russia at first political liberty must be established. Zinoview said that Plekhanow
was, side by side with Lenin, a father of the idea of the hegemony of proletariat.
After publication of the text-book on the history of the communist party of Soviet
Russia superintended by Stalin, Plekhanow was treated as the theorist who had no
idea of the hegemony of proletariat because of his agreement to the hegemony of
liberal bourgeois. In this Article, examining the relation of (3) with (2) in essays
published mainly in 1880 's, the author shows the underdeveloped character of
Plekhanow's idea of the hegemony of the proletariat in general itself, and illustrated
its interdependence with the remnant of “Narodnichestvo™. Lenin's concept of “the
embryo process of the party™ (1883-1894) can be expanded into the realm of the
history of political thoughts, and it will be useful to decide Plekhanow’s place

among Russian revolulionarists.
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