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Practice and Possibility of Open University Taken Part in
by Regional Habitants

Kuniko FUJITA
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Abstract

Iwate University has used Iwate University Museum not only for exhibitions and educational
activities, but also as part of “open university business, making the materials accumulated
through its research activities open to the public.

There are museum volunteer guides who have completed a certain curriculum. They learned
about value of each material and social function of museum through the training.

Major reason for becoming the museum volunteer guide is the desire to use their knowledge
to educate people visit there to attain a feeling of self-fulfillment, a sense of pride in the area
in which they live, and taking pleasure in meeting new people from different places. They are
highly motivated to learn more about materials in the museum in detail and how to research
and survey. And they proposed a new event called “Kenji Tour” which is a tour of historical
sights in the campus.

Taking their opinions and ideas, Iwate University manages its museum in the community. We

can see that they are practicing lifelong learning exactly.
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