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Summary

The mechanization of forestry production has decreased the number of skidding operations that
use horses. In the Hokkaido and Tohoku districts, horse skidding is recognized as a regional forest and
horse culture, and attempts are now being made to transfer these skills. The aim of this study was to
provide basic data on horse skidding that will be required for future transfer of these skills and to
conduct case studies in Kikonai-cho and Kaminokuni-cho, Hokkaido. The case study results can be
summarized as follows: (1) since no new logging roads are required, horse skidding is an
environmentally friendly method that results in little damage to forests and trees; and (2) in
small-scale operation sites, horse skidding is less costly than hauling using tractors. The stable
transfer of horse skidding skills, which are a precious cultural aspect of forest regions, to the next
generation will require exchange of information, knowledge, and experience on horse skidding

between regions where horse skidding is still conducted.
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