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The History of the C.P.S.U. and the Soviet
Regime : A Historical and Comparative Study

Hiroshi KiMura

The historiography of the communist party in the USSR, dealing with most
sensitive political issues, can fruitfully be examined as an explicit reflection of the
features of the political regime at the given moment. This paper thus attempts to
analyse the content of The History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(1969), in comparison with its three predecessors of the Stalin and the Khrushchev

3

periods, in order to trace the fundamental orientation of the “ambiguous” Brezhnev-
Kosygin regime.

After the rather detailed historical review of four editions of the single-volume
History of the C. P.S.U. in Part One, which provides a necessary preparation for
further discussion, Part Two deals with the comparison of how each edition of the
History of the C.P.S.U. under different political regimes treats specific issues of
political significance. Two key issues thus singled out are the “Stalin” and
“ Khrushchev” problems which are believed to serve as a barometer of political
atmosphere of each regime.

" The approaches to the problem of “ Stalin” in four editions are classified clearly as
follows ; no doubt the Short Course (1938) treats “ Stalin ” as the demigod ; in contrast,
the History of the C. P. S. U., issued in 1962 when Khrushchev’s power reached its
apex, is very critical of “Stalin.” Both History of the C. P.S. U. (1959) under early
Khrushchev period and the History of the C. P.S.U. (1969) under Brezhnev period
fall somewhere between these two extremes in the treatment of “ Stalin.” Further, it
is exemplified that in such sections as collectivization, the purges, World War 1I,
the treatment of “Stalin” in the 1969 edition often goes back to that in the 1959
edition. Accordingly we may conclude that the Brezhnev regime in its ““ Neo-Stalinism ”
has not shifted so much as imagined, only to the level of 1959.

It is very obvious that, on the other hand, “ Khrushchev ” has fallen down from the
hero of two editions of Khrushehev era into a figure of insignificance in the 1969
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. For example, his name used
to be mentioned 42-43 times in the Khrushchev editions, but in the 1969 edition only
8 times (while Brezhnev’s name being mentioned 22 times!). Furthermore, at these
eight places dealing with Khrushchev in the 1969 edition Khrushchev is directly and
severely criticized as guilty in the following three points; (1) the concentration of

<

power ; (2) the “ subjective ” style of governing, and (3) mismanagement of agriculture.

Part Three traces the basic line of the Brezhnev-Kosygin regime which somehow
does not like to talk much about its own position. Without identifing itself either with
“Stalin ” or with ‘“Khruchshev”, the Brezhnev-Kosygin regime seems to choose the

third path. What is the third path then? So long as we judge it by the 1969 History
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of the C.P.S.U., it is “the science-oriented communism ” which attempts to combine
the encouragement of initiative for scientific innovation with strict discipline and
control of Marxist doctrine. In this case, however, the problem of how to train the
Soviet people into more scientific-minded while discouraging them from doubting the
ideological myth of the infallability of the Party seems to remain to be resolved.
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