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Rosa Luxemburg in the Polish Social Democratic Movement

— A Critical Survey of Recent Literature —

Takayuki ITO

This was originally intended to be a supplement to the article by the same
author : ““ Marxist Views on the Right of National Self-determination and the National
Question in Eastern Europe. Rosa Luxemburg,” Suravu Kenkyid (Slavic Studies),
No. 18 (1973), 53-96. But the present article can be considered an independent work
because it deals with a much broader range of problems than the former one: problems
connected with Rosa Luxemburg’s activities as a leader of the Social Democracy of the
Polish Kingdom and Lithuania (SDKPiL). The survey covers publications which
appeared in Polish, Russian, German, and Japanese languages between 1970-1974.

In the chapters II-V new publications on Rosa Luxemburg : bibliographies, source
materials, biographies and monographs are introduced with short comments. Then in
the chapter VI problems of recent studies in Rosa Luxemburg are discussed: 1) Rosa
Luxemburg’s politcal and historical place: East or West? 2) Rosa Luxemburg’s role

in the Polish Social Democratic movement ; 3) problems of ¢ Luxemburgism ’; 4) theory
of organization; 6) economic analysis and economic theory.

The West German historian G. W. Strobel and the Soviet historian I. S. Jazborov-
skaja tend to describe the Polish Social Democrats in general and Rosa Luxemburg
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in particular as wanderers between East and West-the Russian and the Western Social
Democracies. But they start from opposite points of view : Strobel tries to present the
Polish Social Democrats as mediators between East and West who were essentially
committed to the West European idea of revolution, but in the end got under the
influence of the Russian Bolsheviks in the wake of the victorious October Revolution.
Jazborovskaja on the other hand wants to prove that the Poles from the beginning
found themselves under the strong influence of the revolutionary movement in Russia;
after occasional deviations from the main line of Russian development, they finally
found the right way to Leninism. The Polish historians agree with Jazborovskaja that
the poles went essentially the same way as the Russian Bolsheviks, but they don’t
ascribe it to the ‘favorable’, as Jazborovskaja prefers to put it, influence of Lenin. They
try to describe the Polish Social Democrats as people of independent thought and action
who came to the same conclusion as the Russian Bolsheviks, starting from their own
premises.

Among the Polish historians there has been a controversy over Rosa Luxemburg’s
role in the Polish Social Democracy. Recently a group of historians, prominently N.
Michta, has set up a new thesis that Rosa Luxemburg and her group may have made
great contributions to the revolutionary movement in Germany, but played rather a minor
role in the Polish context; it was not these internationally oriented people, but more
patriotic elements that were the moving force of the SDKPiL. There are historians,
however, such as F. Tych, who contradict this thesis, arguing that the internationalism
up to the negation of national independence was not only an ideology of the leaders
in exile, but also a strong feeling among a certain part of the working people in the
country, and that Rosa Luxemburg was really the most influential figure in the Party
through the entire period of the Party’s existence. It seems that this controversy is
still going on.  The author points out to the affinity of the former point of view to
that of the so-called ¢ partizan’ group in the contemporary Polish politics.

Communist historians today tend to emphasize that Rosa Luxemburg’s ideological
and political points of view are very close to, almost identical with Lenin’s. Tt is quite
logical that some Polish historians go so far as to deny the existence of Luxemburgism
as a separate ideological system. But if Rosa Luxemburg was a Leninist, why so
many differences between Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg? Communist historians answer
that the differences, being caused by different conditions under which they worked, don’t
touch upon their basic standpoints which are supposed to be identical. However, through
her whole life Rosa Luxemburg consistently defended many of her positions which
sharply differed from Lenin’s, such as her position in the national question. The
differences were sometimes so fundamental that Rosa Luxemburg could hardly be called
a Leninist. But if she was not a Leninist, what was she then? The author points out
to the difficulty which Communists historians, denying the existence of Luxemburgism,
are confronted with, namely the difficulty to understand Rosa Luxemburg’s positions

as a self-consistent and interdependent whole.

Rosa Luxemburg’s theory of organization has attracted much attention of non-
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Communist radicals. But recently also some Polish historians, such as W. Najdus and
J. Kocharski, have shown strong interest in this topic. The author gives two reasons
why the Poles have suddenly gotten interested in Rosa Luxemburg’s theory of organi-
zation: 1) They are interested in Rosa Luxemburg as a defender of the interests of the
Polish Party against the centralistic all-Russian Party. Here, paradoxically, the opponent
of national independence on the state level emerges as a defender of complete autonomy
on the Party level. 2) The uprising of the workers on the Baltic coast in December,
1970, showed what terrible consequences the lack of internal democracy in the ruling
party could have. Some of the Party intellectuals rediscovered Rosa Luxemburg’s
theory of organization in their search for a new Party model.

There is a revival of interest in Rosa Luxemburg also in the field of economics.
Polish economists J. Dziewulski and T. Kowalik made important contributions to this
direction. 1) Rosa Luxemburg’s analysis of economic development of 19th century Poland
has been believed to be erroneous because Poland became independent against her
prediction to the contrary. Polish economists question this traditional view. They
argue that the fact itself that Poland became independent doesn’t yet refute Rosa
Luxemburg’s economic analysis because Poland became independent thanks to many
non-economic factors. They conclude that her analysis as a whole was not wrong ; only
the political conclusion she drew from the analysis, i. e. the negation of independence,
was erroneous. 2) Rosa Luxemburg’s theory of capital accumulation has been much
criticized in Communist literature as a theory of automatic disintegration of capitalism.
It was Western economists such as J. Robinson that tried to revaluate Rosa Luxemburg
from the viewpoint of growth theory. It seems that such an approach has become
acceptable also in a Communist country: Poland. In the new interpretation Rosa
Luxemburg’s theory doesn’t necessarily mean that capitalism will disintegrate automati-
cally ; on the contrary, it implies that the economic growth under capitalism can be
manipulated by creation of ‘external markets’, i. e. foreign markets or state sectors
(e. g. government expenditures for military purpose). The concept of ‘external markets’
in this sense is very close to the Keynsian concept of ‘effective demands.’

In spite of a flood of literature on Rosa Luxemburg the Polish-Russian backgrounds
of her thought and action are still little studied in the Western world with the
exception of Strobel’s important contribution. In this field we are heavily dependent
on the publications in the Socialist countries. It is very encouraging that in recent
years they have begun to compile comprehensive bibliographies and to publish source
materials and research results on this topic. What is more interesting and certainly
more important is that a process of far-reaching differentiation is to be observed in
recent Communist literature on Rosa Luxemburg. It seems that there is now much
to be done for researchers in the West.

174



