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The Revolution of 1848 and the Paradox of Chaadaev

—A Critique on Prof. Berlin's Interpretation of Chaadaev’s

Attitude during the Revolutionary Period—
Tsuguo TOGAWA

In his essay ‘““Russia and 1848, Prof. Berlin wrote about Peter Chaadaev's
attitude toward the Revolution of 1848 after his letters addressed to Khomyakov and
A. F. Orlov. In the former one, Chaadaev wrote to Khomyakov “ that Europe was
in chaos, and in deep need of Russian help, and spoke with much enthusiasm of the
Emperor’s bold initiative in crushing the Hungarian Revolution.” And in the latter
addressed to the head of the notorious Third Department, Chaadaev expressed his
annoyance and indignation when he had learnt Herzen’s passionate encomium of himself
and showed his “ sentiments of the most abject loyality to the Tsar as an instrument
of the divine will sent to restore order in the world.” In his conclusion Prof. Berlin
says that “ this act of apparently cynical self-abasement on the part of the proudest
and the most liberty-loving man in Russia of his time is tragic evidence of the effect
of protracted repression upon those members of the older generation of aristocratic
rebels who, by some miracle, had escaped Siberia and the gallows.”

However, Chaadaev wrote a letter to Herzen about the same time he wrote to
Orlov, and expressed his sympathy with Herzen and even encouraged him. Moreover.
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he tried to write a proclamation during the first months of the Revolution, in which
he appealed Russian people to rise up against the Tsar. On the other hand, he sent
a letter to Fedor Tiutchev around the same time, in which he showed entirely different
attitude toward the Revolution. Both those documents—the unfinished draft of procla-
mation and two letters to Tiutchev—had been published dy D. Shakhoskoi in 1935,
which Prof. Berlin seems to have ignored when he wrote the above essay.

In order to understand more correctly and concretely the paradoxical attitude of
Chaadaev during the revolutionary period, the present author has traced 1) Chaadaev’s
relation with Khomyakov 2) with Orlov 3) with Herzen 4) with Tiutchev 5) and the

’

evolution of his thoughts after * Philosophical Letters”, “ Apology of a Madman > and
his letter addressed to Adolphe de Circourt (1846). At the conclusion, he emphasizes
Chaadaev’s consistency in searching for the way to synthesize ‘ zapadnichestvo” and

“slavyanofilstvo.”
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