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Soviet Policy toward Finland during the Continuation War

Hiroshi MOMOSE

Finland is known for her special position in international relations since the Second
World War. While other western neighbors of the Soviet Union formed a socialist bloc
together with the Soviet Union under the rule of communist parties, Finland suffered
no change of the regime, and has maintained the position of small state neutrality.
The period between the truce of the Continuation War in 1944 and the conclusion of
the treaty of frienship, cooperation and assistance in 1948 may be regarded as an
important period, in which Finland’s particular relations with the Soviet Union took
shape. The present writer intends to shed light on this origin of the post-war
Finno-Soviet relations in three different articles. The first one, on which the present
article falls, deals with the background to the post-war development, or events leading
to the truce of 1944. The second will discuss the Finnish post-war politics, which
centered round the “ problem of war crime.” The third will be an article on the
conclusion of the treaty of 1948.

The present article consists of three chapters.  The first chapter, which was
published in No. 20 of Slavic Studies, gave an outline of the Finnish foreign relations
during the Continuation War.  The second chapter, which appeared in No. 21 of the
same periodical, coped with the internal affairs of the wartime Finland embellished
with the activities of Peace Opposition. The writer was tended to an observation that
the Soviet war aims toward Finland, essentially motivated by the consideration of
national security, have apparently been limited particularly in view of such factors as
the steady internal support the I'innish political system enjoyed, or possible Swedish
reaction to the total defeat and consequent Soviet occupation of Finland. In the
present, and conclusive chapter, the writer discusses the Soviet literature of the Con-
tinuation War, with a remark that there have appeared certain revised views with
respect to the background of the war, as well as the last phase of wartime diplomacy.

138



