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The Land-Redistribution in Russian Rural Communes

—A Study on the Spread of the Practice—

Shigeto TORIYAMA

Of recent years, the interest in rural communes has revived among Soviet scho-
lars, and some works, including those of V. A. Aleksandrov, have been published.
But none of them give us a satisfactory explanation of the reason why, in noble
estates and ecclesiastical ones, the practice of land-redistribution began to take firm
root for a relatively short period from the late seventeenth to the mid-eighteenth cen-
tury. It is, perhaps, because many of them take, even as to the period in question,
the shortage of land in peasants’ hands for granted. But, as N. P. Pavlov-Sil’vansky
has once suggested, peasants under landlordism then suffered not from being under-
supplied with land, but from being overburdened with obligations to the landlord and
the state, especially to the latter. Hence, they strongly inclined to evade or reduce
these obligations, and even to evade or reduce the holding itself of the tenure burden-
ed with such obligations.

In the present paper, the writer deals with the excessiveness of the burden,
especially under the reign of Peter I, and, by examining the cases of what is called
‘ svalka-navalka’ from the late seventeenth to the eighteenth century, throws a light
upon the peasants’ strong inclination towards reducing the burden and curtailing the
tenure as such. The heavier is the burden, the more the rural communes, obliged
collectively to both the state and landlord, had to try to maintain the equilibrium of
the members’ economic capacity and their burden. To such communes, frequent
redistributions of both burden and tenure were indispensable in those years when
peasants’ flights from estate and their evasions of burden were especially frequent.
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