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Some Issues in Research on Children’s Rights :

Focusing on Social Participation as Relational Rights

Kenji ITO

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the issues of children’s rights as a political and normative
theory. Although the child has not been regarded as a subject of rights in the modern theory of
human rights, the uniqueness of children has required the rights of care and protection. In the
theory of children’s rights, we need both children’s human rights and children’s special rights.
However, because of the role played by paternalism in children’s special rights, it is difficult
to integrate them easily. This problem of paternalism represents the biggest dilemma in the
theory of children’s rights. Conversely, the basic needs of children are not adequately met in the
realization of children’s human rights. In order to find a way out of this dilemma, it is effective
to consider the theory of relational rights. In Japan, this theory proposed by the American law
theorist Martha Minow has been used to discuss intimate relationships, such as those between
children and parents. However, from the viewpoint of social relationships, it is possible to solve
the problem of the modern theory of human rights that has excluded children. In this paper, we
present a possibility of understanding the theory of relational rights in social relationships, by

using the concept of a child’s participation.



