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Czechoslovakia and “The Russian Question”

at The Paris Peace Conference of 1919

Tadayuki HAYASHI

Introduction
[. Czechoslovakia and Russia
1. T. G. Masaryk and Russia
2. Masaryk’s Attitude toward Bolshevism
II. Czechoslovakia and the cordon sanitaire
1. The Political Situation of Czechoslovakia in 1919
2. Formation of the France’s Polish Policy
3. The Intervention Plan of Karel Kraméar
III. Problems of the Czechoslovak Legion in Siberia
1. Kramar and Kolchak’s Spring Offensive
2. Benes and Churchill’s Plan in June

1V. After the Conference

Conclusion

This article seeks to examine how Czechoslovak political leaders coped with
“the Russian question” during the Paris Peace Conference. The newly emerged
Czechoslovak Republic had to join in discussions with Allied leaders in Paris regarding
“the Russian question”, owing to its geographical location in Eastern Europe and the
existence of the Czechoslovak legion in Siberia.

The two orientations of the Czechoslovak decision makers on this matter were
clashed. The premier, Karel Kramaf, the chief Czechoslovak representative in Paris,
had a definite dislike for the Soviet government, and was making intervention plans
against Russia. He hoped that Russia would re-emerge as a non-Bolshevik power. In
February, 1919, on the suggestion of B. Savinkov, he proposed that the government
organize the Russian prisoners of war and the Czechoslovak volunteers in Czechoslovakia
and send them to Moscow. After giving up this plan, in April Kramar argued to
use the Czechoslovak legion on the front again. On the other hand, while T. G.
Masaryk, the president of the Republic, did not accept Bolshevism, he opposed
consistently the armed intervention during this period. Rather it was important
for him that a “democratic” Russia be restored in order to gain a balance of
power in Europe. He had called for a coalition between the Bolsheviks and other
political elements, such as socialist parties and the left wing of the Cadets. He

could not accept the policy of the leaders of the anti-Bolshevik governments, such
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as Admiral Kolchak and General Denikin. If they succeeded in defeating the
Bolsheviks, Masaryk thought, there would undoubtedly be a restoration of Czardom.

Kramaf’s plans were unrealistic at that time. Even A. Rasin and F. Sis, the
other leaders of the National Democrats, opposed Kramaf’s plan in February, 1919,
for they felt domestic situation was very critical. Socialist members of coalition
government criticized military intervention in Russia and supported Masaryk’s viewpoint
on this problem.

The attitude of E. Benes, the foreign minister, lacked consistency, for he needed
to consider both the domestic situation and the Allied intentions. It was very hard
for him to coordinate these two demands simultaneously. He had to participate in the
intervention plans as occasion called. But he had been playing a careful game.
Benes could not refuse a priori Churchill’s suggestion to send the Czechoslovak legion
to North Russia, but he set certain conditions in regard to such a proposition. At
the meeting of the Military Representatives of Supreme War Council on July 1, 1919,
Benes stated his view that his government would not consent to the plan, if the
Allied forces were to evacuate the Northern Ports by November 15, 1919.

It is also important that the Czechoslovak-Polish relations affected Czechoslovak
attitudes toward Soviet Russia. Kramar showed open hostility to Poland, and thought
that Czechoslovakia had to overthrow the Soviet government instead of Poland.
Benes also felt the French policy dangerous for Czechoslovakia, because France was
inclined to support Poland.

Benes stood on the same side of Masaryk’s fundamental view on this problem.
After the Peace Conference, he set up the Russian policy, which was to seek to
establish economic relations with the Soviet government. This policy was based on

Masaryk’s concept, that Czechoslovakia needed a strong and “democratic” Russia.



