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On the Gosti

Takeo KUrRYUZAWA

This paper is an attempt to comprehend the historical evolution of the gost:.

The gosti are generally considered to be the merchant elite in the 17 th century,
and it is also said that up to the middle of the 16 th century gost’ was only a general
term for a merchant. In my opinion, by contrast, the gosti formed the upper stratum
of the merchant class even before the 16th century, and the 17th century gosti
should be regarded as their successors. This does not mean that there were no
differences between the gosti before and after the 16th century, as some scholars
supposed. There were of course some essential distinctions, and the two groups of
gosti should be treated in relation to each other. The history of the gosti may be
divided into two periods: the 14-15th and the 17 th centuries, with the 16 th century

101) Hocos, “Pycckuii ropoa”, crp. 163, 167-168 (# » = i1 E %)
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AaJbHOTO 3eMJIeBJaJieHHs B CeBepo-BOCTO4HOH pycn B XV-XVI BB,” B: V' Mexcady-
HapoOHbl KOHzpece 3KOHOMuteckol ucmopuw, JleHudrpaa, 10-14 asrycra 1970 v, M.
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as a transitional stage, during which a fundamental change in the nature of the gosti

occurred.

The paper is composed of following parts and subparts :
1 What were the gosti?
1 The gosti in early Russian history
9 The gosti in the 14-15 th centuries-— Gosti-Surofane and Sukonniki
3 The gosti from the end of the 16 th through the 17 th centuries
IT The change in the nature of the gosti in the 16th century: Its cause and

the meaning

The first part describes the main characteristics of the gosti in the 14-15 th and
the 17 th centuries respectively. Attention is also given to some historiographical
problems, for example, whether the Gosti-SuroZane were organized as a corporation
of privileged merchants, or whether they were obliged to perform services for the
Grand Prince and other princes. I am inclined to think that at this early stages the
gosti were not yet incorporated into the service system of the Muscovite Grand
Princedom. As for the gosti of the 17 th century, I attempt to clarify what their
privileges and duties to the state were.

The second part considers the cause of the change in the nature of the gosfi in
the 16 th century. The gosti began to change gradually from the end of the 15th
century on; but during the reign of Ivan the Terrible, during or after the oprichnina,
it changed radically. The main differences between the gosti before and after the
16 th century are: 1) Their social status is different. The early gosti were included
among the posadskie liudi (townsmen), and belonged to the so-called posadskii mir
(town commune). The later gosti were clearly distinguished from posadskie liudi
and came near to the service class in rank. That a merchant could become a gost’
only if the Czar bestowed a charter upon him, signifies his special status, distinct from
the posadskie liudi. 2) There are definitive distinctions in the kinds and the number
of their privileges and duties. 3) The 17 th century gosti were, with a few exceptions,
concentrated in the capital city of Moscow. It is not clear whether in the 14-15th
centuries, gosti were scattered throughout the whole country, but numbers of them
existed in such cities as Tver’, Novgorod, Pskov and Nizhnii Novgorod as well as
Moscow. In the 16th century they occurred too in many other cities like Kolomna,

Murom, Kazan’ and presumably Vologda, Riazan’, Velikie Luki, Dmitrov.

Those differences show that the gosti underwent a significant transformation in
the 16th century. The 17 th century gosti were not a mere product of the natural

growth of their predecessors.

What then caused such a radical change ? During the reign of Ivan the Terrible,
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especially during and after the oprichnina, Russia’s socio-economic structures sharply
changed : most importantly, serfdom was firmly established. The posadskie liudi, the
gosti included, could not help being affected too, as P. P. Smirnov excellently showed.
But besides such a general tendency attention is focussed on the phenomenon of vyvod,
that is, compulsory movement of population. = This policy was not characteristic of
Russia only, but it is also true that it was very often adopted in newly occupied areas
by Muscovite princes beginning with Ivan the Third. I stress the influence of this
policy, especially in the reign of Ivan the Terrible, on the fate of the gosti. Wishing
to make of Moscow the sole economic center of the state, he compelled the gosti and
other merchants to migrate to the capital. The Czar attained his goal but the Russian
merchant elite lost its freedom. It could not grow up vigorously enough to promote
the capitalistic development of Russia, some elements of which could already be

observed in the 16th century in some north-eastern provinces.



