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1) Cf. Ghita Ionescu & Ernest Gellner ed., Populism : Its Meaning and National Characte-
ristics, London, 1969, pp. 98-99.

2) Cf. Ibid., pp. 99-109.

3) Cf. Ibid., p. 119.
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BHTESAO B EDBICBERI ok, TORIT2WTI, Cf.Jozo Tomasevich, Peasan-
ts, Politics, and Economic Change in Yugoslavia, Stanford, 1955.
2) Cf. D. Mitrany, Marx against the Peasant, London. 1952, p. 260. D. 3 F7=4FWNBMR

T=nrz 2 &R BERKBABIIEDN 1956 4, p. 217.
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T 5 AMRRR S R, @ L BB AN OB A G2 RD T D T - Fog

STEF v = FRPGRE MG ORRIL, MEORVRIKC X v Bl RIBC
Bolzo FWHIMITTE Dihbh, BRDOKBTFTEECH 2 Shich - e Tt
DEIRERRO T LI St fFRORREE T E Vo A2 ILE S, 1935 125 DS
WINTAL Db 5 L0 LR o, Lo L LEMAHEE O B R TI 7o » oo
TR EBAND AT U CREN & TEBROPRBEC £20, SHROL E L DR
LROWEETH - 7o,

EF v =y FOXDARRNTIE, ~vi ) —ECEBAEIE Y + 17 5 57 4 FiCH~
H &, 100 ha HIc VDO ARG BRIV ESRY, COMBOA 2 § 4 T 4
Moo (REBICRE) 2L, #HABORME & AT Rt X6
W, DERL N X DR OBAEP BRI bR Ldto WA DA BE L T8 o
—RERD 2D O TH O, BIFHALET 2884 DH - 7%

DL, RROAF A OBEN DA Lo 7 7 7 57 O RSB I HIR T & 208
M EBDUICE S OBLeR NI E Ui, M ILMAESRT D% < 2 A - Tl h
BUR DEREH BRI T, KR OMAEA I BRERE TS - 7o (KR B %525
L DREFRELD @, 0 LTS 2 (R 3 2 8B 2 IR CRb 7)o RICBL D%
BT, B S HEBABRICBICEL O L »To + LTHER, i
NOAGBUIRR I HIC L o THBWTH o H DT OF T, IR — AR\ Tiiog

rend and G. Ranki, Economic Development in the 19 th and 20 th Centuries, Colu-
mbia, 1977, FFMBEEER FTERQEFEH], ik HIKSG, 1978,

4) Cf. M. Mirkovié, Ekonomska historija Jugoslavije, Zagreb, 1968, str. 318,

5) Cf. R. Bicani¢, Kako Zivi narod, 1936, Zagreb., str. 22.

6) Cf. Ibid., str. 23.

7) Cf. Ibid., str. 49,
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DB E D ARCH T HiL, FRATH Us LS DREDOMX HIE
ST BlER D ORI oTe @R LM AR EEEA L &, S ELBLI)
S TERICA UM T e Loy LIBRAELVEY CAKEEAL LS ET5 L, MARER
SORKE) SERET R, FRETORDFWEEL h il Lich -7 INFED
¥7- TEIAH) Thotoo BFFIAL, RITAFIRATH I L L H T BRBAEEER
TxIEE, BANMRIEA L Ie o TN BEDZTHDOTH S, WA BV
3. TEAD b E AT H T E 72 FITIIMR 5~ TH > Foo HEFATIRAT 2K
b o L ALREETH - Too IEAMIEEENRIEREL T lnh - T Xk, HATORMTF
T b 25-40% 1 A TSy FEEUTIE RO\ oo [ R THiE s SHBIC s el h Y, 4
d - LD ECHAASLHITOR GDOFE S hitls-TLE -], Lo

AR OE T, KRB B AT TR - oo H— K KA X 4 =57 T 100 Y
s MADSESHETL HOHERBLILNTEREFTH>D, SEIFOLLESHELLE
FeDTHDHWe BFEC X - TR O ATF AL RIRCET Ui JE X @B, 2
MO A Y TR E TEI 2 N TEXRELTh, HORAMGBEDO LR LED
&4 Ot b SRS R ST 2 R 78 Hehs o o LD DI DTN ZIE D & L
T AUE T BT - Too FHEMALIE L In\ i,

PEMEF v =0 FH OB TREULMDERGAL VRO A « DEETH 70 FEkK
a7 F T ERSOEEC T, BRI ED LV REOKETH D LA bh s Hmh
M otre LIZL EF v = o FIE, HHIFTHCKT 2B Laldice R LER LS
N4 v R EEETERCENEZOSERAT LIRS LD TRV, TLTH
W B R L 1A S H L TE ), HOOERIERIBZRETTATIEICE e —JF
BEEDESLIEL TH Do SOOI HCHRESH LIObE=2F v =y Fik, %
MmE L CTBEROREY FEOZICESTHE &, BRENA-FEMELTLI L2
LA AME Lo 0 BEDSHE, BRICHLOBEICE » THEMLEZZ 5 L%
27 FLTERRBRAOKAEL LT, HULHELMAC X 2HE TR, IHRCRR
8 Cf. Ibid, str. 66.

9) Cf. Ibid,, str. 70.

10) Cf. Ibid., str. 24.

11) Cf. Ibid., str. 80.

12) Cf. Ibid., str. 82.

13) Cf. Ibid., str. 19.

14) Cf. Ibid., str. 40-41.
15) Cf. Ibid., str. 114-116.
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EF v =0 FRARDINTKIL L 2 7850y, 1 btk ire 2 TERRYEM | 247
BUTHREKEER DU I IG 303D - oo B DI & o T E R A B b F o4
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AR T R D LR b BB R R E TR U &\ 5 BR A A2 U722, B RS0 e
DRFEB &Y 2 7D, 25 LEAERERTH o LL 2 e 757088, X5
WHOBENPEIGEFZIERLL DI L i—n—ailEzue 757 Ler £ 7 &
O, BOLHIT B KRBV Lo ZLTAA DYDY — 4 — % {RBT B2
7R A A Ll E, IRECHRBEREE B ShicZ v 7 5 7 DR
DU, RREFRD O A RIEREL R OB A N2 T T2 DXL, FAR 7o R
ST L HIRES s oo Bl ELIBBIEEF v = » FiE, 7 v 7570 BLAMILE
WO AN EL 2 BIE IR TE LT, /0 F 7 7 Tl AdA—A R YT o« ~vH Y
=T LD DRI L T B, LA, RS L A L e e R o
B, RV TL B - foo

EF v =y T, SOOI RBERATREL, QBB AKI N7 e T+ 7R
KROWEIIE I T B ETERETRETH D, & LU, oo o3,
Tany o e VVADEMPEI S EERELT WA 1936445 HI4 o re 757
BeRGEBIIHNC € F v = » Fuk, TR RBL DMk S1 & i35 — 0 e F8 -,
MEREFERRD X ARKH LU TED B L 20 bhicd O Tlaie 22, L I3mET 5,0

16) € v =y 7 OREMLR & OMIEIC oW Tik, Cf. R. Biéanié, Rukopis o diferencijaciji
seljaka, FREITFETH 22 1940 FRELEHR IR B, HL, €F v =y FOFH - EHEILH
f£ Arhiv Hrvatske (7 w7 # 7 B8 i« Ostavétina Rudolfa Biéanida & L TR XH T
o LOLABREGR EOSBELRESA T RN,

17) Cf. R. Biéani¢, Kako Zivi narod, opet. cit., str. 20.

18) Cf. Ihid., str. 118-119,

19) Cf. Ivo Sarinié, Ideologija hrvatskog seljatkog pokreta, Zagreb, 1935, str. 107.

20) Cf{. Ibid., str. 59.

21) Cf. R. Biéani¢, Ekonomska podloga hrvatskog pitanja, Eagreb, 1938, str. 138, 147, 207-209.

22) R. Bi€ani¢, “Rad Gospodarske Sloge”, u Hrvatskom Dnevniku, 24 svibnja 1936, God. I, br,
1, str. 33.
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BRI BN o e S A FARTEOEF v = vy T, 77 VARBOBFENYT7 7 ¥
RAAP BB T 2N TERLEELDNRDDTH%,
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2200 X B, BRELAENEEYEE EL TEBE, KEOT TOHENTMIT
Emolo FECTATT 3y 2TV 24V 3T 4 FOBAEMG L P OCFET LT OER)
R h, K EOTFT TOHEN BIHKKEE I T 7%

MR E S OEENE, EE BEREE, bR PRCRSBOVHELER T X G L
Fro HifEA T 2o}, BTk~ r7 v 75 7 BREOREKEERTH Y, NPREELE
TH 5H*

**1998 466 2 HZHLNORWEMC L0 S 75 4 v FRITT S, PREHERL KPREER

23) Cf. Ibid.

24) Cf. Gospodarska Sloga, 1 sije¢nja 1936, God. I, br. 1, str. 5.

25) R. Biéani¢, “Kriza nacionalizma”, Nova Evropa, 1932, br. 5, str. 308.
26) Cf. Ibid.

27) Cf. Gospodarska Sloga, 29 kolovoza 1936, God. I, br. 17 a, str. 2.

28) Cf. Ibid., 1 travnja 1936, God. I, br. 7, str. 1-2.

29) Cf. Ibid., 23 svibnja 1936, God. I, br. 10, str. 4.

30) Cf. Ibid., 1 svibnja 1936, God. I, br. 9.
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The Meaning of “Peasant State” in the Social Thought
of Rudolf Bicani¢ —A Study of Yugoslav Populism—-

Isao KOSHIMURA

What are the characteristics of the populist movememt in Eastern Europe? This
is the basic question that concerns the author of the present paper. Answering this
question, Ghita Ionescu gave a challenging explanation in using two key terms;
“populism” and “peasantism”.  According to him, the populist movement n Eastern
Europe made its first appearance under the influence of Russian “populism” at the
end of the nineteenth century. But gradually this movement changed its nature and
finally became a movement not for the whole people but for the peasants. We can
see this apparent change especially after the First World War when the peasant
parties came into power.  This movement of “peasantism” was powerful partly because
it was motivated by nationalism. But the era of dictatorship and the world economic
crisis that followed turned the tide. ~One of Ionescu’s most interesting viewpoints is
that “populism” returned as “neo-populism” owing to its wider appeal to the power
of East European people than in the case of “peasantism”.

The author regards the Yugoslav populist movement as one of the most powerful

political trends in Eastern Europe not only in the past but even now. And Rudolf
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Biéanié is a very important witness of this Yugoslav populist mnvement. He himself
participated in the populist movement and stuck to his “populism” through out his
life in Socialist Yugoslavia.

First, the present paper analises the Croatian populist movement, which Biéanié
assisted as a spokesman of economic policy after the Crisis. ~ Then his idea of
“seljatka driava (Peasant State)” is examined and investigated. ~ And lastly the author
discusses the role and meaning of the populist movement as it was witnessed by

Rudolf Biéanié in the course of the contemporary history of Yugoslavia.

1. “Narod” and Inteligentsia

Rudolf Biéanié joined and organized the cooperative movement in 1936.  This
cooperative, called “Gospodarska Sloga (Economic Union)”, was one of the sub-
organizations of the Croatian Peasant Party.  Unlike the veteran leaders of the Party,
Bidanié at once started exploring the real state of the peasants’ life, and realized the
necessity of depending on their spontaneous energy. In fact the Croatian peasant
had already begun to demand regional economic rights and other polical concessions
from the centralist Serbian government. Therefore Biéani¢’s attitude to the peasant
could not be likened to or identified with that of the russian populists. He was
rather under the influence of French ideas, especially those of Gorge Sorel in which
he apparently took a great interest while he was staying in France.

One characteristic of this ‘“Economic Union” movement was its democratic
organization ; it was organized not only “for” the peasant but also “by” the peasant.
This strengthened the role of the peasant, but it did not necessarily mean the
exclusion of the worker. In the interpretation of Ionescu, this period was regarded as the
turning point of the movement from the “peasantism” to the “neo-populism”.  In the
second half of 1930’s, while the workers movement was growing in Yugoslavia, the

peasants did not remain satisfied with the leadership of the peasant parties any more.

9. The Idea of “Peasant State” before and during the Second World War
In 1940 Biéanié gave his outline of a peasant state. First of all, he insisted that

3

a peasant state must be the “complex state”. As for the “complex state”, he had
already declared his anti-centralism at the parliamentary election of 1938. In this
lecture he emphasized that the small nations that formed Yugoslavia would not be
able to survive without mutual cooperation. It is of special interest that one prominent
opinion leader of this small Croatian nation publicly refuted the nazi and fascist state
system. What Biéanié sought to point out in this criticism was that the post-crisis
state should be governed with the concrete will of the people, not by any exceptional

race or “indifferrent” government.
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Then what does “the people” mean? Can it be identified with the peasant? By
that time he had widened the concept of the peasant.  According to him, a peasant
is the representative holder of the rural way of life and culture. Everyone could
be regarded as a peasant as long as he keeps connection with this rural culture.
Therefore a worker or even a teacher could be called a peasant when he connects
himself with rural culture. By the word “people”, Biéanié means all inhabitants
who support the rural culture. This widened concept of the peasant, together with
his flexible attitude to industrialization, led Bianié to change his political stand during
the world war II.

Rudolf Biéani¢ held the idea of a federal Yugoslavia through the war. Getting
in touch with wide European movements in London, he came to regard this federalism
as an effective mean of the antifascist movement. Once in London he had recognized
that each of Yugoslav nation has its own history. So he insisted on the principle of
federalism based on respect for the history of each nation. But leaders of the
Croatian Peasant Party did not always demonstrate this sort of federalism nor the
resistance against the nazi occupation forces who tried to annihilate Yugoslav nations.
Only Tito’s partisans seemed to Biéanié to be able to organize the people’s power and
potentiality, and to reunite Yugoslavia on a federal democratic basis. By 1943 he
had begun to support the communist resistant movement.

The present author considers this change in Biéanié’s political views to be one

concrete evidence to show his development from “peasantism” to “neo-populism”.

3. Bicani¢’s Idea of “Peasant State” and Its Historical Meaning

Bidani¢ insisted that even the liberation of serfs in 1848 is the end-product of
serfs’ power for revolt in Croatia. In his view peasants’ revolutionary movement
forms the undercurrent of Yugoslav history. Against this current, the communist
leaders fell into the trap of centralim in the post-war tumult. Biéanié’s interpretation
of the liberation of serfs in 1848 was in itself a protest to this centralization of power.

It was not until the new Yugoslav way to socialism was introduced that Biéanié
could defend the socialist regime. Because this time new Yugoslav socialism recognized
the democracy “by” the people. That is why he denounced as reactionary those who
were against decentralization, and he also criticized the stubborn reluctance of the
Croatian communists who could not stand up for Croatian historical tradition. Thus
it seems to the author that the spirit of “Pecsant State” still survives in the post-war
Yugoslav history.

Bi¢ani¢ himself thought that industrialization would be accompanied with an
increase in agricultural production. In other words, urbanisation of life would not

conflict with rural life if human technology mediates between them. In fact,

— 43 —



R L

according to Biéanié, Yugoslav workers hardly cut themselves off the rural roots of
their life.

In short, Biéanié’s thought and whole life show the fact that “neo-populism”
embraces elements of “peasantism” closely connected with rural life, although Ionescu
does not see the point.  Biéanié’s attitude towards the peasants would not be explained
adequately by Ionescu’s terms. The above would provide critical points of view in

further analysis of the East European populist monement.



