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Bibliometrical Survey of Slavic and East European Studies in
Japan : 1976-1980

Jun MATSUDA

These years Slavic studies in Japan have been grown in scale and variety.
At the same time, however, there remain various problems such as lack of
communication among scholars and education of young associates in this field.
Now it seems important to make clear the current situation of Japanese Slavic
society in order to deal with these problems. It also helps us to decide the best
direction of Slavic studies in the future.

This report is an overview of recent trends in Japanese Slavic studies. It
treats two subjects:

1) The changes in the number of publications (1976-1980).

2) The researchers and their productivity.

There are various methods of surveying the circumstances of Slavic and East
European studies. In this survey a bibliometrical method is used in order to
assess the quantity of papers and books in each category, and the number of
authors and their productivity reflected in the volume of their publications. The
report covers Japanese Slavic and East European studies for the five years from
1976 to 1980.

For this research I have used two kinds of sources which I have compiled
before. One is the Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies in Japan
from 1976 to 1982 which is one of the national subject bibliographies. The other
one is Directory of Japanese Scholars for Slavic and East European Studies
which was based on the bio-bibliographical survey conducted in 1975/76. It
carries a lot of information about Japanese researchers in this field.

From these two data sources I have concluded the following:

In the humanities, apart from political affairs, Japanese scholars mainly
study Russian literature (especially the nineteenth century). In the social
sciences, research has closely reflected current events. History, lying between
humanities and social sciences, is expanding its range of subjects and scope from
the Soviet Union to other East European countries and other periods of Russian
history.

The total number of publications doubled between 1976 and 1980.
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Especially from 1979 to 1980, the increase is very large.

As far as the quantitative change is concerned, there are more publications
in history, economics and politics than in literature and languages. Increases
are particularly noticeable in the fields of politics, economics and history

In political science, the greatest increase of publications occurred in the field
of international relatlions, especially in the analysis of Soviet policies such as the
invasion of Afghanistan. Moreover so-called “Russian threat theory” attracted
much scholarly attention. This explains the high increase of political
publications from 1979 to 1980.

The approximate number of recent Japanese scholars in each field is :

110 -- Political scientists, including the scholars specialized in international

relations,

100 - Economists (Some Marxian economists are excluded),

130 -- Historians,

280 - Literature and languages.

The productivity of scholars in political science and economics is
extraordinarily high. Productivity is the ratio of publications to researchers.
The productivity of economists and political scientists is exaggerated in these
calculations due to the unavoidable inclusion of anonymous and other
miscellaneous articles not properly attributable to the scholars. Productivity in
the field of literature is comparatively low.

In the field of literature, as in history, the period studied is almost
exclusively pre-revolutionary. This is partly due to the fact that Soviet society
after the revolution is no longer an attractive model for Japanese, especially for
social scientists studying Marxism. It may be significant that younger scholars
tend to be attracted to the history of the smaller countries around the Soviet
Union rather than to the big power itself. Further research will be necessary to
draw conclusions .
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