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The Aspects of Domestic

and Political Economy of Chicherin’s “Liberalism”

Shuichi SUGIURA

If “liberalism” is, as Carl Schmitt wrote in “Der Begriff des Politischen”, not a system of
politics but a systematic thinking towards politics, or if it is, as H. Laski has put it, not a dog-
ma but a habit of mind —— then we should proceed to analyze the “thinking” or the “habit of
mind” prior to analyzing the politics of liberalism within the context of historical research.
Especially important this standpoint is as applied to Chicherin, a leading theorist of Russian
“liberalism”.

A. Walicki in his book “Legal Philosophies of Russian Liberalism” regarded Chicherin as a
source of Russian liberalistic thought and named him “classical liberalist”. According to
Walicki, Russian liberalism developed along the following lines : classical —— new —— social
liberalisms. But I can’t agree with Walicki. Liberalism may only be formed on the basis of
establishment of modern “life world” or “Offentlichkeit” (see J. Habermas, Strukturwandel der
Offentlichke”). Within such a “life world”, exchange of goods penetrates not only the econo-
mics sphere but cultural and philosophical spheres as well, while market thinking —— domi-
nating society as it is ——— turns into the core of social unity. This article is based upon the
proposition that modern “Liberalism” is deeply related to “market thinking”.

Then, may Chicherin’s “Liberalism” be regarded as modern, or not ? In order to solve
this problem 1 have analyzed Chicherin’s economic thought. O. Brunner in his article “Das
Ganze Haus Und Alte Europaische Okonomie” drew a sharp line between domestic economy
and political economy, calling the former “economic thought of a house” and the latter ——
“economic thought of a market”. According to Brunner, the “life world” which domestic eco-
nomy depended on was “Das Ganze Haus”. I think that Chicherin’s “Liberalism” should be
analyzed on the basis of this particular point of view. Namely, may Chicherin’s economic
thought be regarded as the “economic thought of a market”, or not ?

Searching for the answer to this question I have been paying very special attention to the
fact that Chicherin professed the French political economy. The French political economy,
particularly that of J. Say, regarded as productive power not only the aspects of capital,
labourer’s work and land but the “will of the enterprisers” as well. Chicherin treated econo-
mic society as a “hierarchic” kind. As for him, enterprisers govern all the rest of the econo-
mic society : capitalists, intellectual laboruers, workers, and so on. Moreover, Chicherin
does not recognize market as the order-keeping institution. On the surface his theory re-
sembles that of Schumpeter’s but essentially it is based deeply upon the old domestic “life
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world”. So I can’t agree with the following thesis of Walicki : He (Chicherin) was anticipating
the views later developed by such famous economists as Schumpeter and Hayek”. The fact
that Chicherin’s political economy was rooted in domestic thinking concerns not only his eco-
nomic theory but the whole of his thought, or habit of mind, as well. K. V. Raumer in his
article “Absoluter Staat, Korporative Libertat, personliche Freiheit” distinguished “universal
liberty” from the “liberty of one’s social status”, the aristocratic liberty namely. According to
him, these two liberties together formed an alliance against absolutism in Germany. But, fol-
lowed he, after the defeat of absolutism the “liberty of status” could no longer live and was
doomed to die out. I believe that the most pronounced feature of “Russian Liberalism” is
found in the fact that these two particular “liberties” had researchde Russia, be way of West-
ern Europe, at the same time, with the Russians being unable to distinguish properly one from
another. Eventually the two “liberties” mixed and survived until 19th century. I am con-

vinced that the typical thinker representing such “Russian Liberalism” is in fact Chicherin.
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