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The Process of Annexation of the Periphery by the

Russian Empire :A Case of Annexation of Bashkiria

Koichi TOYOKAWA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the historical process of the annexation of the
Bashkiria. In this paper, the process will be examined as the first step of the colonizatinon
by the Russian Empire which took place from the middle of the 16th century to the second
half of the 18th century.

The paper consists of the following parts :

Introductory Note
I The Social Situation on the Eve of the Annextion
I On The Process of the Annexation
I Some Changes after the Annexation

Conclusion

The study on the annexation of Bashkiria has been made since the 19th century. The
annexation has been regarded either : Bashikiria was compelled to be annexed by the Russian
Empire ; or this region joined the Empire of its own will by the second half of the 16th cen-
tury. Presently, the majority of the Soviet historians stand on the latter position. However,
several scholars such as S. Kh. Alishev stand against this point of view. Concerning this
matter, we have two kinds of materials, namely, the oral tradition of the Bashkir people, Sche-
jere, and the Russian chronicles.

The international situation before the annexation around Bashkiria was much complicated.
The relation between the Ottoman Empire and the Muscovite State had been peacefully good
through commerce. But Turkey was a threat to Muscovy. As a matter of fact, Turkey
tried to make an anti-Russian block covering the Khanate of Kazan, the Crimean Khanate, the
Khanate of Astrakhan, and the Nogay Horde. At that time, Bashkiria was divided and ruled
by these powers except the Khanate of Astrakhan under the influence of Turkey. Therefore,
the Bashkirs could not found the unified political organization and mechanism for themselves.
The Muscovite State, seeking its own interests in the East, took an agressive attitude toward
the Khanate of Kazan, whose position was against the State.

The process of the annexation is described in Schejere. The Whole Bashkiria was
annexed into the Muscovite State by the end of the 16th century. The majority of the Soviet
historians do not regard the annexation as the conquest by Ivan IV, but as the Bashkirs’ join-
ning into the Muscovite State voluntarily as mentioned before. However, examining the point
carefully, we may find that both the Bashkirs and the Muscovite State had their own intention
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of the annexation. For the Bashkirs, it was to secure their lives, the hereditary lands, the
Muslim religion, and liberty. And for the Muscovite, it was to seek the state’s interests.
Because these intentions were satisfied to a certain extent, the annexation was made peace-
fully on the surface.

After the annexation, some changes soon began in Bashkiria. At first, the relationship
between the Russian Empire and the Bashkirs changed into the ruler-subordinate relationship
through the system of the iasak-payment —— which taxed the Bashkirs’ production of animal
fur ——, and the military service. Secondly, encouraged by the Russian government, divi-
sion of the social stratum developed rapidly in Bashkiria. The ruler-subordinate relationship
also developed much more than before the annexation. Thirdly, as soon as the Russian gov-
ernment began to take the first step toward the annexation, the Bashkirs started a movement
against it. We can find many uprisings against the Russian colonial policy even before the
Pugachev revolt in the second half of the 18th century.

From these points of view, we can conclude that the annexation of Bashkiria is to be re-
garded as first step of the colonization, and that many changes in this area seen from the
second half of the 16th century to the second half of the 18th century are to be examined
carefully.
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