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GENTRY-NOBILITIES IN THE 1905-REVOLUTION :
THE CONGRESSES OF THE UNITED NOBILITY
AND THE GOVERNMENT

Tadashi KANO

The 1905 Revolution is distinguished from the 1917 Revolution by two characteristics.
One is that the opposition was composed of a variety of movements, which included liberal
claims. The other is that the Government could respond flexibly to the changeable situations
and make an effective decision. The purpose of this paper is to examine how anti-liberal gen-
try-nobilities reacted upon the transformation of the polity, which was initiated by the Govern-
ment. In many previous studies they have been ignored or neglected as “the reactionary
nobility” on the grounds that they and the Government were in one body.

In the first chapter, I summarize the agricultural policy of the Government from 1880s to
1905 year. It was characterized by the confrontation of two mutual objectionable courses.
One is based on the principle of the estate-system, which was presented by Stishinskii com-
mission in MVD. It maintained that the peasant estate as the main supporters of autocracy
should be isolated from other estates. The other was presented by Witte conference, which
maintained that the reform of rural area should abolish difference of each estate in the right of
citizenship, and introduce self-government on the basis of the region principle.

In the second chapter, I investigate the deliberations at the Petergof Conference in July
1905, when the interelations among the Emperor, the State Conference and the State Duma
in the forthcoming polity and the election law for the State Duma were discussed. Stishinskii,
Naryshikin and other conservative deputies demanded to introduce the election law on the
princlple of estate. But the progressive bureaucrats in the Government and a famous histo-
rian, Kliuchevskii offered opposition to it on the grounds that in the changing social situation
the nobility could not satisfy the demands of the present day. These argument made Emper-
or reject the principle of estate. Though a favorable treatment for peasant in election vote
was adopted to conciliate conservative insistence, the principle of estate was not accepted as a
whole. Therefore, the conservative adherents met with a certain defeat in the Government
in July 1905.

In the third chapter, I inquire into the deliberations as to the new polity and the agricultu-
ral problem in the first and second congresses of the United Nobility. After their collapse on
the problem of election law, Naryshikin and other conservative deputies in Petergof Confer-
ence, together with rural coservative adherents, set on the organization of the nobilities in
order to prevent the Government from putting forward liberal reform. They succeeded in
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organizing the societies of the nobilities in 29 gubernii, but not a nation-wide. On the prob-
lem of agricultural policy the deputies of the congresses agreed on the necessity of reform.
The leaders of the congresses, however, could not obtain a support of the deputies about its
contents and practices. Some of the deputies assented to the coercive enforcement of re-
form, but the other insisted that an expropriation of a part of private land was necessary, and
that the way of enforcing reform should be not compulsory, but voluntary and gradual. As
for the problem of the new polity, especially the Manifest on the 17th of October 1905 many
duputies accepted it as a starting-point of the political reform, whether they favoured it or not.
In those days the State Duma had more authority than after dissolution of the First State
Duma, but the dissolutions of the First and Second State Duma made its authority fallen.

From the above-mentioned facts, I conclude that it was possible for Russia to select
other political alternatives for her development in 1906. Because, first of all, the both soft-
liners and the hard-liners co-existed in the Government. Secondly, the State Duma had a
certain authority and power to the unity of the people. And thirdly, there was a wide range
of opinions as to the political reform in the deputies of the nobility. And I also conclude pers-
pectively that such a wide range of opinions showed that the values of the conservative nobil-
ity were collapsing more slowly than those of the liberal one.

Thereafter, the width of political alternatives was reduced by the dissolutions of the First
and Second State Duma, as the nobility changed the attitude of acceptance of political reform.
In this context we can understand the so-called “reaction of zemstvo”. It will be necessary
to investigate furthermore how the Government reform was realized by itself, and what it

meant in Russian history. It is my next problem to be solved.
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