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The Chrisian Discourse of Love and Sex in Crisis

— Two Ways of Protest : The Kreutzer Sonata and Mediocrity —

Takayuki MURAKAMI

The purpose of the present article is to make a comparative analysis of Tolstoi's The
Kreutzer Sonata and its rough adaptation in the Japanese language by Futabatei Shimei,
Mediocrity, with an emphasis on their messages as regards sexual love. The comparison is
expected to shed light on the general features of the Russian, and to some extent Wes-

tern, discourse on love and sex and the Japanese concepts.

Tolstoi's The Kreutzer Sonata is known for its radical message, openly advertised by
the author himself in its Postscript. Here, the novelist argues : any kind of sexual rela-
tion corrupts human-beings ; marriage is no exception to this, and there exists no such
thing as Christian marriage; so-called romantic love does not justify sexual relation or

marriage.

Tolstoi's arguments against love and sex can be considered as primarily driven toward
the romantic love ideology that modern Western society produced. He caricatures the men
of Russian high society who deplore the lack of this ideology in Russia, supposedly re-
lying on the notion of marriage based on the similarity of characters and the unity of

ideals, depicted in the progressive novels in the sixties.

Tolstoi totally rejects this idea and reduces love to sexual lust, thus condemning any-
thing called poetic sentiment as base and rejecting even the sexual relationship within

marriage as a violation of the Christian code.

Tolstoi formed his ideas under the influence of some Puritan thinkers, i. e. the Shakers
and the Quakers. In fact, his notion of total abandonment of sex can be understood as an

extreme case of Puritan asceticism.

It is interesting to note here that in modern Japan the idea of Western romantic love
was introdused by the Puritan writers or those much concerned with Puritanism, includ-
ing Futabatei Shimei himself. Their idea of love consisted in placing love as a central
value of human life, as a basic facet of any marriage and as something based on the

friendship and mutual understanding of the partners.
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This idea clearly reflects the romantic love ideology that the Puritans have created to
fit the ideal of the modern civil society. It was, as it were, another solution for the Puri-
tans to compromise with the essentially base nature of a sexual act, excused and praised
within the sanctified marital relation. Thus, the Japanese Puritans defined their idea of

love by such terms as spiritual love, sacred love and elevated love.

Futabatei Shimei, however, abandons his youthful ideal and arrives at the rejection of
Christian doctrine and romantic love ideology in his later years. This is represented in
his last novel Mediocrity, being a rough adaptation of The Kreutzer Sonata with semi-auto-

biographic nature.

In the novel he condemns Tolstoi's philosophy as metaphysical, insisting that the na-
ture of love among the Japanese is neither sacred nor base but mediocre, or neutral. And
then, the hero of the novel, and presumably the author, starts to narrate his own story of
love, which appears considerably close to the pre-modern Japanese erotic literature in its

theme and style.

Thus the comparative analysis of The Kreutzer Sonata and its adaptation shows that the
Western discourse of love, sex and marriage, whether the three coincide with one another
or contradict, has been more often done in the context of religious considerations, here
mainly Puritan thinking, while Japanese notions of love by the 1860’'s had almost com-
pletely done away with such an element and had made love an essentially secular notion,

which Futabatei might have named the mediocre tradition.



