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Soloviev and Nietzsche

Takafumi KUDO

Several issues of Soloviev’s article on Nietzsche (* The Idea of Superman ” 1899) can
be reduced to two essential problems : 1) Problem of Fate ( or superseding of a fatal
being ), 2) Problem of Immortality.

Nietzsche's two original teachings as presented within the framework of “Zarathustra”
are in agreement with Soloviev's discussions. The first is a teaching about ‘Spirit of
Gravity’ (der Geist der Schwere) and the second is teaching about ‘Self—Surmounting’
(die Selbst—f)berwindung) or ‘Eternal Return’ (die Ewige Wiederkehr). One may also re-
late Soloviev's discussions to the idea of ‘Will to power’ (der Wille zur Macht) or ‘Super-
man’ (der Ubermensche).

Soloviev's interpretation gives the impression that his opinion is quite different from
Nietzsche's original one. For example, Soloviev boldly identified Nietzsche's ‘Superman’
with Jesus Christ described as in the Bible the Prémices (Cor, I, 15—20), that is to say,
the God—Man who superseded his mortality.

However, in spite of this impression, we can say, that the argument presented by the
Russian Philosopher has some valuable aspects towards a reassessment of the position of
Christianity, which were holding in the thoughts of both thinkers. My article discusses
this reassessment.

The gist of Soloviev’s article

Focusing on the history of human beings which differentiated itself from the prehisto-
rical development of nature, Soloviev gives a special meaning to the ability of human
beings, namely, to create their own reality.

The advantage of human beings consists of being able to change nature in favor for
their own life. In contrast, animals can not change reality for themselves. For example,
man can correct deteriorating eyesight by wearing glasses, where animals must complete-
ly obey the natural conditions.

In this way, throughout history, mankind has developed its enviroment and nature at
the same time.

Soloviev applies this view to the characterization of the spiritual aspect of human
beings. As this example shows, there is an essential desire in human nature to develop
our own situation. This means that man tends to wish for something greater and better
than he has in the present situation. According to him, “Man originally tends to be

super—human”. In other words, ‘Superman’ is a word which expresses the essential
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meaning of human nature.

Dismissing Nietzsche's ideas, Soloviev concentrates his argument upon the problem of
Self—Surmounting (die Selbst—Uberwindung). In this project, he shares with Nietzsche an
understanding about human beings, which is expressed in a phrase of “Zarathustra” :
man is something which must be surmounted (Der Mansch ist Etwas, das tiberwunden
werden muss).

On the basis of this understanding, Soloviev presents us with the belief that man can
do anything if he sincerely wishes. And if it is so, man must do it. Biological conditions
which make man different from animals, not only permit human beings to create a favor-
able reality, but also does not biock human ambitions. All people, essentially, can be ‘Su-
perman’. However, if there is some obctacle to surmount the given realities, ie., to be a
‘Superman’, it can be found in the phenomena which is considered to be an inevitable fact
by the majority of mankaind.

This phenomena, Soloviev assigns, before anything else is death. As the matter of fact,
the mediocrity of the people makes themselves think, that death is an end of the all.

Therefore, even though man can surmount everything else, the consciousness of death
may be the selfsurmounting obstacle.

This is the most important issue that ‘Superman’ has to be concern about.

Through these discussions, Soloviev settles the value of Nietzschen idea of Superman
under the issue of immortality.

For him, Superman is a person who can surmount even his own death, or supersede
the consciousness of death with the conviction about an eternal life, which is found in the
opposite side of the people’s understanding or their mediocrity. Thus, Soloviev recalles
Jesus Christ as a prototype of the ‘Superman’.

Conclusion

Estimating Nietzsche's activism, which is expressed in his struggle against the ‘Spirit
of Gravity’, Soloviev tried to reassess it in the frame of Christianity. For him, this meant
to capture the human being in the image of self—surmounting towards eternal life. Jesus
Christ gave a prototype of this image, and the pagan teaching of Nietsche, the Eternal Re-
turn (or the Superman as a personification of this doctrine) cultivates it in the context of

the modern consciousness.



