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The Russian Civil War in Siberia and
the Buryat - Mongolian Problem

Masanori IKOMA

On the eve of the Russian Revolition, while the Western Buryats of Irkutsk
Guberniya had made a remarkable progress in Russification and were engaged in
agriculture, most of the Eastern Buryats of Transbaikal Oblast’ remained nomads.
Especially in Eastern Buryatiya there were sharp conflicts of interests in land problem
between farmers and nomads. When the Russian Revolution broke out, the Buryats
had no hostility and were indifferent to it. There was a great difference in perception
of the land problem due to the differences in the way of life and the ethnic culture
between Russian farmers and Buryat-Mongolian nomads, which made the solution of
the Buryat-Mongolian problem difficult.

Buriat nationalists, such as Sampilon and Rinchino, attended the Conference for
founding “the Pan-Mongolian State” which Ataman Semenov held at Chita in
February 1919. This “state” was soon collapsed owing to the objection of the
Khalkhas, the absence of Jamtsarano, the discontinuance of Japanese aid and the
rebellion of the Inner Mongolians. The Peking government revoked “the Outer
Mongolian Autonomy” in January 1920. The Khalkha-Mongolian revolutionaries
held the meeting and sent their seven representatives to Soviet Russia for help in June
1920. Ungern-Sternberg occupied Urga in February 1921 and the Russian Civil War
spread over into Khalkha - Mongolia, which combined the Buryats and the Khalkhas for
their liberation.

In Western Buryatiya, after the summer of 1919 the Aimag Committees of the
Communist Party were organized one after another. In January 1920 the Buryat
branch was formed in the Committee of the Party in Irkutsk Guberniya. At that time
it was of the opinion that Buryat working class needed no ethnic autonomy. From
this point of view, the policy of sovietization was enforced under the strong direction
of the Party, and the First Congress of the Soviets in Irkutsk Guberniya was held in
January 1921.

In Eastern Buryatiya, the Convention of Pribaikal Working Inhabitants in late
March 1920 declared independence of the Far Eastern Republic and organized
Government and its People’s Revolutionary Army. It is said that at this time most of
Russian represrntatives demanded a centralized government and that especially the
partisan leaders denied the autonomy of the Buryat-Mongolians and blamed all the
Buryats for their bourgeois nationalism. The Buryat National Revolutionary

Committee, which was created in late March 1920, sent Rinchino and others to the

— 215 —



A B R

Joint Convention of Far-Eastern Regional Goverments at Chita in late October 1920 to
demand the independence. A clause of “Autonomy of the Buryat-Mongols” was
specified in the Constitution of F.E.R. which was adopted in April 1921. “The Buriat-
Mongolian Autonomous Territory” virtually came into existence in the convention of
representatives of the Buryat autonomous organizations in April 1921. It was legalized
in November 1921.

The Buryat branch of the Party insisted on the Western bourgeois democracy
together with Mensheviks and the SRs until early July 1921. The Executive Committee
of the Party in Irkutsk Guberniya attached great importance to the struggles against
bourgeoisie and pseudo-communists and neglected the autonomy of the Buryat-
Mongols. It was the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party that
promoted the formation of the Autonomous Territory to break the deadlock in the
Eastern Siberia. The Convention for founding the Buryat-Mongolian Autonomous
Territory in the R.S.F.S.R was held at Irkutsk in October-November 1921. The
urgent problems were to consolidate the Buryat-Mongolian Autonomous Territories
and to establish the cultural and ethnic relationship between Buriat and Khalkha.
Later a compromise was made on these problems, and the Buryat-Mongolian
Autonomous Territories were consolidated into “the Buriat-Mongolian Autonomous
Republic” in December 1923.
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