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Religious Participation and Social Activities

TERAZA WA Shigenovi

Abstract

This study examines whether people who attend temple, shrine or church regularly
more frequently participate in social activities.

Many sociological studies of religion in the West have focused on churches where
people’s participation in social activities is promoted. Many of those studies have
shown that people who attend church frequently have a tendency to participate in social
activities, such as volunteering. Despite the importance of this theme, we cannot tell
whether this relationship extends to other populations, such as non-Christian or Asian
societies, because many of those previous studies have focused on Christianity and
Western societies.

The present study aims to fill this void in the literature by analyzing accumulated
Japanese data sets of the World Values Survey (Wave 2 and Wave 4). Binary logistic
regression analyses were conducted on dependent variables “voluntary association
membership” and “volunteering”. The independent variable in these analyses was
“religious participation” (which consisted of “non-participant”, “event-participant”, or
“regular-participant”).

The findings are as follows. Firstly, “regular-participant” belongs more often to
voluntary associations and participates in volunteering than “non-participant”. Sec-
ondly, although “regular-participant” belongs more often to voluntary associations than
“event-participant”, “regular-participant” does not have a stronger relationship with
participation in volunteering than “event-participant”. Thirdly, there were no signifi-
cant differences between “non-participant” and “event-participant” in their tendency to
participate in volunteering. Fourthly, the above-mentioned findings remained signifi-
cant when we controlled for socio-demographic and other religious variables.

(Key Words: Social Activities, Religious Attendance, World Values Survey)
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