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Book of a Thousand and the Ivan IV’s Reform Policy

Takeo KURYUZAWA

In October of 7059 (1550), the young tsar Ivan IV and his government of the so called
“Chosen Council” issued a decree to the effect that one thousand “boyars”(Muscovite
nobility) and “boyars’ children” should be given certain lands and live around Moscow.
Shortly after, thousand names were registered in a document, called Book of a
Thousand (Tewcsiunas knuea). The aim of this paper is to analyze this unique docu-
ment, prepared by the Muscovite government in order to cope with increasing require-
ments in the administrative and par excellence military personnel.

The author of this paper deals mainly with the following topics:

1 Book of a Thousand as a historical document of the mid-sixteenth century.
2 The social composition of those thousand men.

3 The method of classification of the thousand men in the document.

4 The purpose of the selection of thousand men.

5 Was the decree of October 1550 put into practice?

The author has come to the following conclusions.

Although he considers the decree as not being put into action, the project of the
selection of thousand men is quite characteristic of the reform policy of the govern-
ment in the early 1550s.

Book of a Thousand is, therefore, a very important historical document, which
provides historians with extremely rich information on the personnel of the Muscovite
“dvor” (court) at the early stage of its formation. The Muscovite “dvor” was not only
the tsar’s palace but also the center of state’s public life. “Dvorovye”, i.e. service men
at the “dvor”, were the cadets of high officials of the state bureaucracy and army.
And thus, the investigation of this book should be carried on further, together with
another closely connected document, called Note of the Court (/lsoposas mempaos),
which was compiled in the years of 1551-1552, followed by continuous revisions until ca
1560.

— 31—



