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Review of Nursing Literature on Patients with Persistent Disturbance of
Consciousness in Japan

Kumiko MIYATA
(Graduate School of Health Sciences, Hokkaido University)
Yuko HAYASHI
(Faculty of Health Sciences, Hokkaido University)

Summary

The purpose of this study was to review nursing literature on interventions for patients with
persistent disturbance of consciousness in Japan. The scope of the review included textbooks for basic
nursing education and articles published in the past 29 years. Qualitative induction was used to examine
the purpose of nursing interventions described in 2 textbooks and 91 articles for persistent disturbance of
consciousness. Results were classified into four categories: aid in daily life, prevention of complications,
improve consciousness level, and recovery of activities of daily living (ADL). The purpose of nursing
interventions for patients with persistent disturbance of consciousness transitioned from “aid in daily life”
to “improve consciousness level” and “recovery of ADL.” Therefore, it was guessed that those nursing

intervention is in developing.

Keywords : persistent disturbance of consciousness, literature review, nursing intervention, recovery,

activities of daily living
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