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Abstract

This study investigates the case of Toro Hishinomi Hoikuen in Hokkaido, Japan, to clarify the
social logic underpinning the operation of a childcare center in a remote area even during local
financial difficulties. Previous studies on childcare centers in remote areas focus on the social
background, such as depopulation. They describe the necessity of childcare centers in local society
to guarantee opportunities for children’s socialization. On the other hand, this study grasps the
local logic of retaining a childcare center from a resident’s perspective, elucidating that a childcare
center in a remote area would not only offer childcare or job support for parents but also serve as
a hub for networking among residents. This study concludes that a childcare center in a remote

area performs the role of an institution for developing local exchange.



