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Abstract

This paper examines the process that the Japanese government utilized to establish the legal
system for foreigner’'s schools. The plan to establish this system became public after effect of the
Treaty on Basic Relations between Japan and the Republic of Korea in 1965. Based on law drafts
and the LDP’s publications in the 1960's, earlier studies criticized this system as oppressive for
Korean education in Japan. On the other hand, this paper focuses on the (1)Japanese Government’s
countermeasures against Korean education after the 7reaty of San Francisco, (2)negotiations
between Japan and the Republic of Korea from 1951 to 1965, and (3)meetings of the Committee
on Education of the LDP before entering into the 7reaty on Basic Relations between Japan and the
Republic of Korea in 1965. This paper utilizes diplomatic documents that the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan began disclosing in 2006 in response to freedom-of-information requests.

During the GHQ's occupation of Japan, Koreans who were living in Japan were considered to
have Japanese nationality. The Zreaty of San Francisco took effect in 1952 and by this, they “lost”
their Japanese nationality and were no longer required to attend school as other foreigners were.
But, the Ministry of Education still had the policy that all Korean schools must be approved by
prefectural governors. Later, the policy was changed so that the schools were no longer approved
under the traditional categories (Article 1 schools, miscellaneous schools, etc.), thus the Japanese
government was no longer required to provide protection under the law. In this paper, it indicates
that one of the reasons for the change was the establishment of the General Association of Korean
Residents i Japan, which demanded the approval of Korean miscellaneous schools and subsidies
by local government.

Japan and the Republic of Korea started conferences by mediation of the United States in 1951,
and it continued until 1965 with many interruptions. In these negotiations, they also discussed
Korean education. Japan took initiative and made it possible for the Japanese government to
establish the new system for foreigner’s schools.

In March 1965, the LDP set up Gazin kyoiku shoiinkai, a subcommittee which talked about
foreigner’s education in Japan. The contents of their meetings and the system they made show
how they considered Korean education, and, in order to take control of them strongly, what was

necessary for the new system.



