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A Study on the Management and Utilization of the Guesthouses, Backpacker Hostels, and Inns in Japan

)78 + LR
Misumi ISHIKAWA*, Takayoshi YAMAMURA**

Recent times have seen an increase in the use of guesthouses as accommodations for tourists in Japan. However, this
social trend has not been studied from the viewpoint of scientific investigation. Thus, this study has three purposes: 1)
to clarify the management and utilization of guesthouses as tourist accommodations in Japan; 2) to consider the
characteristics of this type of housing and then compare them with those of existing accommodations; and 3) to
consider the background of the emergence of guesthouses in Japan. The paper adopted a questionnaire survey to
obtain relevant data on the management and utilization of guesthouses. This paper presents the following conclusions.
The number of guesthouses began increasing in the middle 2000s. There is not much difference between existing
accommodations and guesthouses. However, these are some ways different. For example, it is about 30% of

guesthouses are renovated vacant houses and buildings.
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