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Statistical Reanalysis about the Classification of Ainu Dialects
On the Data of Hattori and Chiri(1960)

Yohei ONO
The Graduate University for Advanced Studies

Abstract:

The main objective of this paper is to reconsider the classification of 19 Ainu dialects,
based on the data of Hattori and Chiri(1960). The results of 3 previous studies using
Hattori and Chiri(1960)’s data are inconsistent with the geolinguistical facts in
southern Sakhalin. Handling the “Don’t know” Judgment about the cognacy between
dialects as an independent category, 6 Ainu dialects in southern Sakhalin classify into
east and west coast successfully. Utilizing the new statistical methodology, which the
present author calls “MCANeighbor-Net”, to the data of Hattori and Chiri(1960), the
present author confirms not only the traditional classification of Ainu dialects into
northeast and southwest but also another classification, which forms “Center versus
Periphery” structure at the center of Hiratori or Saru region and was indicated many
times philologically in Ainu dialectology but not statistically. This fact suggests that
MCANeighbor-Net can extract the weak relationship or structure efficiently, which the
traditional statistical analysis, like cluster analysis, tends to overlook. For future
research, dealing the data appropriately in terms of measurement, utilizing the flexible
statistical method to it and combining the linguistic and philological knowledge and
statistical approach, those complementary studies will matter.
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