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I used to go fishing in Vancouver, my home, with my Dad until, just a few years ago,
we found the fish full of cancers. And now we hear of animals and plants going
extinct every day, vanishing forever. In my life, I have dreamt of seeing the great
herds of wild animals, jungles, and rainforests full of birds and butterflies, but now I

wonder if they will even exist for my children to see.

Did you have to worry of these things when you were my age? All this is happening
before our eyes and yet we act as if we have all the time we want and all the solutions.
I'm only a child and I don’t have all the solutions. I don’t — I want you to realize,
neither do you. You don’t know how to fix the holes in our ozone layer. You don’t
know how to bring the salmon back up in a dead stream. You don’t know how to
bring back an animal now extinct. And you can’t bring back the forests that once
grew where there is now a desert. If you don’t know how to fix it, please stop

breaking it.**
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(SUMMARY)

The Riskiest Society and Sustainability:
Irreversibility as a Crossing Point

Miori NAGASHIMA

This essay examines what it means for societies to be increasingly risky. According
to Beck (1986) and Giddens (1999), a certain degree of wealth, security, and stability are
necessary social conditions for society to be a risk society. Among these prerequisites, we
focus on stability, especially environmental stability, and examine relations between
sustainability and risk. First, the historical development of the notion of sustainability
and sustainable development, in addition to the contested arguments associated with that
notion will be reviewed. We then argue that the ecosystem and its associated integrity are
the basic requirements for society to be stable and conclude that the avoidance of irrevers-
ible change must be considered as a prime condition for risk governance. Once irrevers-
ible environmental change occurs, we no longer can afford to have freedom to take the
risks, which were once associated with an individual’s courage and wisdom. We thus show

that the riskiest society is in fact the society in which risk cannot exist.

Key words: risk, sustainability, irreversible change, environment



