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abstract

The Japanese Electric Power Supply
Network as Sub-politics

—Factors in the Expansion of the
Electricity Industry from 1886 t01938

ITOKAWA Etsuko

This article analyzes the Japanese electric power supply
network using Ulrich Beck'’s theory of ‘sub-politics, which argues
that political decisions are made by non-political and expert groups,
rather than by parliamentary government.

What kinds of factors were necessary for the electric power
supply network to become sub-political? In order to answer this
question, this article focuses on risks and benefits, the influence
of several wars, technological innovation and the transition in the
value of electricity, in relation to both the government and the
electric industry.
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