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Development and Implementation of
Co-learning in Multicultural Classrooms at
Hokkaido University

Maiko AOKI, Yoshiro OGAWARA

This special edition aims to introduce the process of development and
implementation of the new initiative of Co-learning in Multicultural
Classrooms (CMC) at Hokkaido University. The CMC consists of problem-
solving or project-based classes for students from diverse backgrounds and
conducted in Japanese. It was started in 2013 with the establishment of
Nitobe College under the Ministry of Education (MEXT) Project for
Promotion of Global Human Resource Development.

Co-learning between Japanese and international students are already
quite popular in Japanese language classes and it was recognized that this
type of learning is useful for both Japanese and international students to
cultivate their generic skills such as communication skills and intercultural
understanding through successive interactions. Furthermore, it is helpful
especially for Japanese students who want to study abroad while at
university but don't yet have enough confidence to take classes in English
at university. Except for Hokkaido University, only a few universities, such
as Tohoku University and Ritsumeikan University, ensure such co-
learning settings on a system-wide level.

In this edition, we present the background of the development of the
classes, the significances and challenges, and then each lecturer introduces
their practices of CMC.
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