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[Report] 2014 Holiday in Hidaka
AOKI Maiko, MYOKI Shinobu and NAKAMURA Shigeho

This paper reports on reporting an international exchange event, 2014
Holiday in Hidaka. This weekend excursion is organized every year by the
Office of International Affairs, Hokkaido University and the National
Hidaka Youth Outdoor Learning Center. The main purpose of the event
has changed from promoting cross—cultural understanding for
international students to providing the opportunity to participants for
multi—cultural interactions.

Although we usually participate in the local summer festival in Hidaka as
a main part of this event, we decided to have a study tour on Ainu culture
this year due to the change of the schedule. 22 Japanese students who took
the freshmen course, Tmplementing International Exchange’ (one of the
compulsory subjects for Nitobe collage students) planned and carried out
some activities related to the study of Ainu and intercultural
communications.

The questionnaire surveys made at the beginning and end of the trip
show that the participants enjoyed this study tour and that there were
good interactions among the participants, although not many international
students joined this year. As many other groups organize international
events in English and students are able to enjoy their trips at a reasonable
cost with LCC, we as a university might have to reconsider the aim and

contents of this kind of event.
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