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Current Issues Clarified by STAP Scandal in Press Release of

Research Results:
Agendas That Have Been Picked Up in Closed Workshop.
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Abstract

In the STAP scandal, that is based on the STAP paper published in January, 2014 and later
confirmed as a research misconduct, the issues of research ethic as well as of research public
relation activities were identified. Japan Association of Communication for Science and Tech-
nology (JACST) and Hokkaido University Ambitious Leader s Program (APL) regarded this
scandal as a proactive opportunity and decided to hold the open symposium to discuss what and
how scientists and public relation officers should be involved and how and what kinds of risks
scientists and public relation officers should be prepared for such cases. In advance, we planned
to hold a closed-workshop before the open discussion. In the workshop, we identified 6 issues for
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discussion: relationship between organizations and individuals, relationship between publicizing
research results and research ethics, roles of researchers, roles of public relation officers and
staff, roles of media, perception from citizen society.

Keywords: announcement of research results, scientists, public relations, media, citizen society
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