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THE KOROPOK-GURU OR PIT-
DWELLERS OF YEZO.

By the Rev. John Batchelor.

" On pages 73-79 inclusive of Part I, Vol. I. of the Transactions of this Society,
there will be found a very interesting and valuable brochure on the Clas/i of the
Ainu by Mr. T. KoNO. In this brochure Mr. KGNO speaks of these C/4as/ki, which
he describes as ¢ fortresses,” the word itself meaning « an inclosure ” or fence,” in
connection with the pits of the so-called Koropok-guru or ancient inhabitants of
Yezo. These people are said by some to have been a race of dwarfs (Ko-déto, i. e.
“little people ), and to have inhabited this part of the Japanese Empire both long
before and also together with the ancestors of the present Ainu. Mr. KONO has
very clearly and satisfactorily proved both by a reference to ancient traditions, by
Japanese history, and also by personal archeological research, that the Ainu were
in olden times themselves pit-dwellers, and that the stories concerning a race of
dwarfs as having formerly resided here are entirely lacking in proof. He has also
demonstrated that the Ainu once used stone implements and made pottery. That
Mr. KoNO’s conclusions are correct is proven also in other ways. Thus, for ex-
ample, by Ainu traditions as told by themselves as they sit round the fires upon
the hearth in their huts of an evening ; by their language ; and by ostiology ; for,
careful searching shows an entire lack of dwarf remains anywhere in Hokkaido,
while geographical nomenclature comes in as a secondary or correlative proof.

In speaking of Ainu defences it is of interest to remark that the language used
by this people seems to show that they formerly made two kinds of forts. The first
and most important were the cZas/i spoken of by Mr. KoNoO, and the second which
went by the name of £of or kut. According to the derivation of these words the

chashi proper would appear to have been forts inclosed by means of a fence or

[Trans. Sap. Nat. Hist. Soc. Vol. IL. 1907.]
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embankment, and the £o¢ smaller places with dykes or ditches dug round them.
Aut may mean a ‘“belt” or “girdle.” Kot itself has various shades of meaning
such as “dyke,” *ditch,” ‘“little valley ;" then a “grave,” and a “ house site.”
The word is found to enter into many place names such as for example, Kotoni,
“the place where there is a dyke,” Shumunkot, “ the place where there is the
southern dyke ; ” Kutchan or Kotchan, “ the locality where there are many dykes ”
or “ the place of belts ” or * girdles.” ’

Without, however, entering more fully at the present time into the matter of
the chashi and kot of the Ainu it is the purpose of this paper to deal more particu-
larly with the so-called Koropok-guru or Pit-dwellers of Yezo. A great deal has
been written from time about these people and the pits which are still found to
exist, not only on the Island of Yezo and about the Chishima group, but also in
hundreds of places throughout ‘the Japanese Empire. Among foreigners, for inst-
ance, we remember the names of such men as Captain BLAKISTON, Prof.
CHAMBERLAIN, Prof. MILNE, Captain SNOW, and Dr. MUNRO; while among
Japanese writers we will mention only Mr. Nagata Hosgl, Dr. JimBO, Prof.
TsuBol, and Prof. TORII. For the latest, most thorough, and fullest treatment of
the subject I would point to Primitive Culture in Japan, by Dr. MUXNRO, in vol. 34,
Part 2, The Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, 1906. But of these
authors the present writer does not now propose to treat any further than in so far
as they touch upon Hokkaido. ‘

That the early inhabitants of this part of the Empire really lived in pits is too
well known to need further proof. The pits are here in evidence and may be seen
at various places at any time. Sometimes they are found to have been dug in level
places while at others they will be seen to have been scooped out of the side of a
cliff or in a bank. There is, however, no evidence to show that the people ever
lived in caves. In Yezo these remains are most often to be found, in so far as has
yet been observed, near the sea, and not far from the banks of rivers. And, not
only have they been hitherto frequently met with, but they are still being discover-
ed in unlooked for places while the land is being newly cleared and opened up for
farming purposes, as for example near Shikerebe and Penakori in Saru. It should
also be remarked in passing that the pits are naturally disappearing as the country
gradually becomes populated and brought under cultivation, as for example in and
about Kushiro, where, it may be observed, hundreds of such pits might be seen
thirty years ago and many stone implements and pieces of pottery picked up.

Koropok-guru is the name now given to the people who made these pits

and ‘manufactured these stone implements and used this pottery. With regard to
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them essays have lately appeared in the Jiji Shimpo dated Feb. 21-23, and 26 of
this year (1907) by Mr. SASAKI YASUGORO ; essays which would have proved to
be of greater value had they been written in a more temperate manner, and serious,
courteous strain. In the Jin-sei, pp 1-8 of vol. 3, part L. Jan. 21: and in vol. 3. part
2, pp 57-66, Feb. 21, will be found a resumé of an interesting paper on “ The
Ancient Inhabitants of Japan ” by Dr. NAGAI, read in Germany.

In all these writings one cannot but be struck with the amount of time and
labour which has been spent in attempting to demonstrate that these Pit-dwellers
were called Kéropak—guru because they are said to have lived beneath the Petasites
plant, Koropok being erroneously supposed to mean “ beneath the Petasites.”

On first coming into contact with the Ainu, now more than thirty years ago, 1
was told of a race of people said to have lived in Yezo many years before the
Ainu,-a race of people whom the Ainu found living in pits and whom they in time
extirminated. Those who told me of these folk said they were so called because
they were dwarfs who were so small that they could with ease walk beneath the
Petasites plants or take shelter beneath them when it rained. They told me that
Koro was short for Korokoni which means Petasites ; that po% meant “ beneath’ ;
and that guru stood for “ persons.” Being at that time altogether ignorant of the
Ainu tongue I accepted the name and derivation without question and gave
publicity to it in my writings both in English and Japanese. But a further
acquaintance with the Ainu themselves and with their native traditions, with the
idioms of their language and the derivations of the words they use, have compelled
me to see the necessity of reviewing my old beliefs and abandoning the former
explanation by making room for another in its place. Koropok cannot possibly
mean “ beneath the Petasites.” The derivation of the word will not allow of it.
To mean this the name would have to be Korokoni-pok-un-guru, or possibly
Korokampok-un-gurn, while as matter of fact it is neither. The real name is
Koropok-un-guru, i.e. ‘Pit-dwellers,” and nothing else. The plant Petasites does
not appear in the name at all. Koropok is merely a variation still in use of c/oro-
pok, which means “under;” “below.” Uz is a locative particle meaning
“ residing,” and gurét is the ordinary word for ““ person” or “ people.” The very
same idiom occurs in such constructions as the following. Kando-un-Kamaut, ** the
deities who dwell in heaven”; Kim-un-guru, ‘ people dwelling among the
mountains.” - Rep-un-guru, * people who dwell across the sea.” Oya-moshir-un-
guru, “ foreigners,” i.e. “dwellers in other conntries.” Hence it may well be
concluded that Koropok-un-guru means * people who dwell below,” i. e. “pit

dwellers.”
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Quite a new, but very amusing, tradition has appeared upon the scene of late
- and is doing its duty. By it we are gravely taught that tilis people were called
Koropok-guru because they used to thatch their pit-dwelling@‘v&ith the Broad
blades of the Petasites ! It is needless to point out, one would think, tha‘tr these
blades are altogether too succiferous for employment for such purposes. Nor have
I ever heard any Ainu hint that they were so used. |

There is, however, some doubt expressed in some quarters as to the type of
dwellings frequented by the primitive inhabitants of Hokkaiko, the fact being that
the huts were of various shapes. In the Kurile Islands there were until quite
recently and in Karafto also, pit-dwellings in actual use. Mr. SNOW describes
these in the Geographical Journal for 1885. He there says, “ The dwellings of
these people were constructed by hollowing out a shallow pit, usually in sandy soil,
planting posts around it, and, if they could be got, making an inside lining" of
boards. Poles were laid across the top, forming a flat roof, and.more poles ‘laid
again at an angle from the edge of the roof, so as to give the sides a sharp slope.
The whole was covered with reeds or grass, on which were placed earth and ;ﬁurﬁ
The entrance was closed by a roughly made wooden door, which opened into a
small lobby and low narrow passage, with another door opening into the main
compartment. Around the sides of this, bunk-like recesses were constructed under
the lean-to side walls. Sometimes these dwellings consisted of two or three rooms,
each one being separated by a short, low, narrow passage with a door at each end.
These larger houses are found more particularly on Shumshir, where the natives
were much better off than those of the central Kuriles.”

In Karafto such houses were called Zoic/e, while in Yezo the name given them
was Jvickise ; toi is the ordinary word for “ earth,” and c/e or c/isei is an “ abode,”
a “house” or “dwelling place.” Dr. OUcHI YGAN, in his 72kai Yawa or

y

“ Evening talks of Eastern Yezo,” written in 1860, makes some very interesting
statements. YGAN was a government physician and resided in Yezo for three
years. He specially mentions the pits at Kushiro and those surrounding the hill on
which the chaski or fortified place of the Ainu chief inamed MENKAUSHI was
situated.  The hill is yet to be seen as well as many remains of the pits. Although
MENKAUSHI lived in the cZas/z he yet told Dr. YOAN that the pits were supposed
to be the dwelling places of dwarfs. But MENKAUSHI himself had never seen these
dwarfs and stated that they must have been a very ancient race of people as his
great grandfather knew nothinglabout them. The entire matter concerning them
seems to be inference myth. On digging about this place he found pottery and
also an iron pot with the handles inside. In the Kita Ezo Zusetsu, written in 1855
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by Mr. Mamiva RINZO, it is said that the mode of building houses in Karafto was
the same as that of the Ainu of Hokkaidd. A site was chosen, he tells us, on a
hill side and excavated to a depfh of three or four feet. Four posts were driven
into the ground and the intervening spaces were filled in with the branches of trees,
bark, and grass. He says nothing at all about Petasites having been used for this
purpose. A ladder was used for entrance and exit.

An old Ainu with whom I was talking some years ago on the subject told me
that the pits were only used during the winter months, and also that Yezo is
reported to have been much more cold many years ago than it is now. In Karafto
these pits were occupied only from September till March about, when the people
resided in huts built above ground.

In 1899 Prof. TORII paid a visit to the Kuriles. . He here found some remains
of ipit-dwellings which had been in recent use. The pit-dwellings were called
Toiche, “earth houses,” and the huts used for summer residence were named

Anunche. Inun really means to stay away from home as when in persuit of one’s
;livelihood, as when fishing or working in a distant garden. In Shumshir also,
- Lieutenant GUNJI found over 60 pits in one place, over many of which the huts still
t,remained.- Yet no dwarfs nor any Koropok-guru other than Ainu have ever been
. seen by any of these witnesses !
: The pieces of pottery and the effigies which have been found from time to time
about the pits on Southern Chishima, Shumshir, and Poromushir, as well as on Yezo
. show thgt,, the Ainu made pottery. The word for ¢ earthen-ware ” is seZ, which also
means “5}}?_11.” It appears in the word for “house,” which is ckisei.” It also
. occurs in the word sei-zmet, “an earthen body,” i. e. “an earthen-ware idol” or
..*image.” The word zef means “body.” Sei-nima is an ““earthen-ware plate.”
Ainu earthen-ware has now given place to that made by the Japanese.

The (.)}d.zAinu word still at times to be heard for the marks left in tattooing
~_carries us back to the time when the Ainu used flint knives. That word is ancki-
/?pz'rz', i. e. “flint-wounds.” Pz7 means “ wound,” and ancki “coal” and “dark
4‘ obsidian”’ (Zokacki iski). The Ainu therefore belong to the stone age of Japan.

It is -also of interest to remark that these old Ainu pit-dwellers used paint,
+Nore, to which the Japanese word zurz < to paint” is allied, means “ paint” and
-““to paint.” . The name can still be recognized in the Ainu word for “to flatter.”

- It is pa-nore. Pa means “ mouth,” and more ¢ paint;” hence panore “ mouth-
. paint,” i. e. “ to flatter.”
. There. is evidence to show that some imagine the clay figures- and stone

- implements which have been dug up at various places belonged to a pre-Ainu race.
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And it is difficult to persuade people that such is not really the case. When Prof..
TsuBOl was showing the figures in the University Museum at Tokyo to Prof..
STARR of Chicago in 1894, doubts at once entered into the Professor's mind, he
tells us, as to the existence of any Koropok-guru as distinct from the Ainu. TIn his
little book entitled “ The Ainu Groupe,” Prof. STARR says on page 86,- ©“ Now, of
course, we never believed in any such Koropok-guru. We had been impressed by
the arguments and we had been greatly interested at Yokohama, in a chart or
diagram, which a friend had shown us; in which a reconstruction of the life of this
early race of Japan was attempted. We were specially astonished at the detailed
information regarding the dress of the Koropok-guru, which the chart seemed to
show. Later, in Tokyo, at the University, Prof. TSUBOI showed us some ancient
figures of human beings and it was clear that the author of the chart had gained
his ideas of dress from these. And in the presence of this instructive chart and the
evidence shown me by the learned Prof. my first doubts regarding their history
arose. Surely the shell heeps, the crude pottery, the stone tools, and the old pit-
houses were never made by a people who dressed as those represented in these
figures. To-day we feel somewhat skeptical with reference to the whole theory of
a pre-Ainu race.” Such are the words of Prof. STARR, and we cannot but agree
with him.
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