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Moral (Im)permissibility of Assassination as a Means of Anti-Regime Terrorism
Shunzo MAJIMA (Hokkaido University)

The purpose of this article is to examine the following two questions: one is, why, at what point terrorism
cannot morally be justified; the other is, all kinds of acts of terrorism are morally impermissible under
any circumstances. This paper is divided into three sections. In the first section, I examine the definition
of terrorism and discuss the first question. In the second section, I examine (im)morality of assassination
as a means of anti-government terrorism. In the third section, I explore the moral (im)permissibility of
assassination by reference to the framework of just war theory in order to consider the second question.
I conclude by arguing that there is no such morally justifiable assassination in reality although we can
construct an ideal type of just assassination and argue moral permissibility of assassination at a theoretical

level.
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1 Terrorism Act 2000 (UK), Part I, Article 1. http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/pdfs/ukpga_20000011_en.pdf
(77220, 201348 414 0).
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4 Patrick Cockburn, ‘Leave your job or we will cut your head off your body..”, Independent, 17 June 2010, http:/www.
independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/leave-your-job-or-we-will-cut-your-head-off-your-body-2028706.html (accessed on 12
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