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Reevaluation of the article on “Last Days of Sapporo En-yu Night School”
that appeared in the collection of articles in “125 Years of Hokkaido University History”
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Abstract — Atsushi Mikami published an article on the fate of the En-yu Night School during
World War II entitled, “Last Days of En-yu Night School, the charitable educational project prac-
ticed by students and faculty members of Hokkaido University under nationwide wartime involve-
ment.” The En-yu Night School was established by Inazo Nitobe and his wife Mary. They donated
money to establish this school, and accepted pupils without tuition who would otherwise not have
had a chance to receive education due to poverty. Nitobe’s students voluntarily taught at the school.
This school lasted for 50 years with the help of more than 500 voluntary student teachers.

Nitobe is well-known as the author of the book “Bushido, The Soul of Japan” and for his world-
wide activities, including his being an under-secretary general of the League of Nations. Being a
Quaker, he was a peace advocate. It is widely accepted that the En-yu night School was forced to
discontinue as an educational institution because it did not accept the practice of military drills, be-
ing obedient to the spirit of the founder of the school in spite of orders from the military. In his arti-
cle, however, Mikami claimed that this was not true. He searched various documents, including the
School Diary written by the volunteer teachers, and concluded that they rather willingly cooperated
with the national policy and closed the school. Mikami did not discuss whether or not the Japanese
military demanded the practice of military drills at the school.

In this article, I report new evidence that shows the military did indeed order the practice of mili-
tary drills, but that the school did not obey that order. This strongly supports the currently accepted
story about the unfortunate fate of the En-yu Night School.

(Accepted on 20 January, 2015)
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