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Introduction to the study of HASEGAWA Y{itaro:
Based on theA collation of different texts of
“NICHIGO-NYUMON (Introduction to Japanese)”

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

This paper aims to provide a bibliographical analysis and examination of
the textbook “NICHIGO-NYUMON (Introduction to Japanese)” written by
HASEGAWA Yutard (1865-1904), a Japanese teacher during the Late Qing
Dynasty. Six texts including the manuscript of this work were found in
Japan. Collation of five of the texts resulted in 506 differences, mostly
differences of indentation together with misprints, omitted letters,
differences of punctuation marks and signs, side lines, ruby characters and
so on. However, no changes in the sentences were found.

Examining the teaching points in the textbook from the viewpoint of a
modern grammatical syllabus, it was found that structures based on
particles are introduced at the beginning stage, followed by the
presentation of functions or expressions related to these structures with a
question and answer methodology. From these features, the textbook
appears to be designed especially to build up conversation skills.

In addition, the author examined research by Liu who claimed to detect a
relationship between Hasegawa's teaching method and the Graded Direct
Method (GDM). However, the author concluded that it was difficult to find
any such relationship with reference to the teaching points in GDM. Two
structural features of the textbook appeared to involve the separate
presentation of content words and structure words, and the intensive
presentation of structure words.

Finally, as future research issues, searches for further versions of the
textbook and much more bibliographical research are needed.
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