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Abstract

Galaxies are fundamental elements of the universe, and consist of stars, gas, dark matter

and supermassive black holes (SMBHs). It is important to understand galaxy formation

and evolution when clarifying the evolution of universe. It is believed that stars are

monotonically formed from gas in galaxies, and that galaxies evolve. However, from

recent researches on galaxy formation and evolution, it is suggested that feedback effect

that constrains star formation is a key process of galaxy evolution. One of important

feedback effects is feedback from active galactic nucleus (AGN).

AGN is a bright source at broad wavelength bands from radio to γ-ray in the galactic

center. Typical size of AGN is 10−3 less than that of the host galaxy, but AGN shines as

brightly as the whole galaxy. This huge energy is come from gravitational energy released

by mass accretion onto SMBH residing in the innermost region of AGN. The enormous

released energy forms structures such as accretion disk, obscuring torus and jet in the

center of AGN. Jets in radio-loud AGNs are relativistic plasma flow, and the size of jet

is comparable to that of host galaxy, sometimes beyond host galaxy. Thus, jets play an

important role in releasing energy of host galaxy.

Radio galaxies are misaligned radio-loud AGNs, and ideal sources to explore general

properties of jets since the misalignment of the jet axis with the line of sight provides

a detailed view of the structure in the jet. Radio galaxies have compact radio source,

radio core, in the central region, and relatively collimated radio jets extend from radio

core. At the edge of jets, shock wave regions called hotspots are formed, and radio

lobes extend beyond hotspots. Generally, these structures can be seen beyond 1,000 pc

from the galactic center, and a big problem is how such relatively collimated and large

structures can be formed and evolved. Observationally, it is known that radio-loud AGNs

make up about 10% of the whole AGNs, and most of AGNs do not have radio jets. There

is a problem why a part of galaxies show such phenomena. It is necessary to unveil the

physics of the vicinity of jet nozzle in order to understand the formation process of radio

jet. This jet base can be spatially resolved by very long baseline interferometer (VLBI)

in the radio band.

Against this background, I tried to unveil the subparsec-scale radio jet of the radio

galaxy 3C 84/NGC 1275 by monitoring time variability of radio jet with the VLBI Ex-

ploration of Radio Astrometry (VERA) array. Radio galaxy 3C 84 shows intermittent

jet activity, and the radio brightness has increased since 2005. Thus, 3C 84 is one of the

best source to study jet properties. Using VERA, Nagai et al. (2010) found that this
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activity was ascribed to the central subparsec-scale core, accompanying the ejection of a

new bright component. According to the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) observation

at 43 GHz, Suzuki et al. (2012) found that the new bright component had emerged from

a radio core before 2005, and traveled southward following a parabolic trajectory on the

celestial sphere. In this study, I present the detailed kinematics of new bright component

to reveal its true nature. I investigate kinematics of new bright component in detail from

2007 to 2013 by monitoring the subsequent motion for non-linear trajectory found by

Suzuki et al. (2012).

One of results is the apparent speed of new bright component relative to the radio

core is almost constant and sub-relativistic (0.27 ± 0.02c) from 2007 October to 2013

December. This property suggests that new bright component may be the head of mini-

radio lobe including hotspots, rather than a relativistic knotty component formed as

internal shock in underlying continuous jet flow. This result implies that the radio lobe

in radio-loud AGNs might be already formed in subparsec-scale jets in the vicinity of

SMBHs.

Another result is that new bright component might follow a helical path with a period

of about five years thanks to highly-frequent observations. Although I cannot reliably

identify the origin causing the wobbling motion because of the insufficient time span of

our dataset and the lack of the information of absolute reference position, the motion

might reflect the accretion disk precession induced by a spinning SMBH. In order to

obtain the robust result, we continue to monitor the subparsec-scale jet of 3C 84 with

high resolution phase-referencing VLBI.

As mentioned above, I found that hotspots in radio lobes in radio galaxies might be

already formed in subparsec-scale jets close to the central SMBHs. I also found that

hotspots in radio lobe may be precessed by a spinning SMBH. These results are achieved

by unprecedented highly-frequent observations. It is important that the fact that hotspots

might be formed in subparsec-scale jets near the central SMBH can constrains the physical

state such as density and velocity in jet base when understanding the formation and

evolution of hotspots. Those findings will contribute to constructing more sophisticated

theoretical models in the future.
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Introduction

1.1 Active Galactic Nucleus

In the universe, it is known that there are various types of galaxies. Galaxies are fun-

damental elements of the universe, and composed of stars, gas, dark matter and super-

massive black holes (SMBHs). It needs to understand galaxy formation and evolution

when unveiling the evolution of universe. It is believed that stars are monotonically

formed from gas in galaxies, and that galaxies evolve. From recent researches on galaxy

formation and evolution, however, it is suggested that feedback effect that constrains

star formation is a key process of galaxy evolution. One of important feedback effects is

feedback from active galactic nucleus (AGN).

AGN is a bright source at broad wavelength bands from radio to γ-ray in the galactic

center in spite of far distance (∼ Gpc). Typical size of AGN is 10−3 less than that of

the host galaxy, but the luminosity of AGN is comparable to that of a whole galaxy.

Nowadays, it is known that AGNs harbor SMBHs of ∼ 106 − 109 M⊙ (1 M⊙ = 2.0 ×
1033 g) in the innermost regions of AGNs. The huge energy is come from gravitational

energy released by mass accretion onto SMBH, and the gravity of SMBHs forms various

structures such as accretion disk, torus and jet in the central regions of AGNs (see

Figure 1.1). Jets in radio-loud AGNs are relativistic plasma flow, and the size of jet is

comparable to that of host galaxy, sometimes beyond host galaxy. Thus, jets play an

important role in releasing energy of host galaxy, and heat intragalactic gas and prevent

star formation. The presence of these structures is proposed or confirmed from theoretical

and observational studies (see Figure 1.2).

1.1.1 AGN Zoology

AGNs are classified as various types according to differences of discovery methods. De-

pending on a ratio of radio luminosity at 5 GHz L5GHz to optical B-band luminosity LB,

they are divided broadly into two categories; radio-loud AGNs and radio-quiet AGNs

(Kellermann et al., 1989). Conventionally, the criterion is L5GHz/LB ≈ 10, and about

15–20% of AGNs are radio-loud AGNs. Difference of radio loudness is thought to arise
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8 1. INTRODUCTION

Figure 1.1. Left: An example of AGN jets in radio galaxy Hercules A (3C 348). This
image is a composite between optical data from the Hubble Space Telescope (HST) (yel-
low) and radio data from the VLA at 4–9 GHz band (red). Its host elliptical galaxy is
seen at the center in optical data, and AGN jets can be seen toward top left and bottom
right from the center of the image in radio data. The galaxy is roughly 103 times more
massive than our galaxy and harbors a 2.5× 109 M⊙ central black hole that is 103 times
more massive than the black hole in our galaxy. Credit: NASA, ESA, S. Baum and C.
O’Dea (RIT), R. Perley and W. Cotton (NRAO/AUI/NSF), and the Hubble Heritage
Team (STScI/AURA) (http://www.nasa.gov/mission pages/hubble/science/hercules-
a.html) Right: A schematic view of the unified model of AGN from Urry and Padovani
(1995). Typical size of dusty absorbing torus are indicated. In detail, see also Figure 1.2.
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Figure 1.2. A schematic view of the unified model of AGNs from Urry and Padovani
(1995). Upper (lower) half of the picture represents the model for radio loud (quiet)
AGN. SMBH is located in the central region of AGN, surrounded by accretion disk.
For radio loud AGN, jet is ejected perpendicular to accretion disk. Accretion disk is
surrounded by broad-line region (BLR) and dusty absorbing torus supplying with gas.
Narrow-line region (NLR) extends beyond torus. According to differences of viewing
angles to AGN, there are a variety of AGNs apparently.
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from the presence of jet. A variety of observational properties of AGNs can be largely

explained by the unified model of AGN (Antonucci, 1993; Urry and Padovani, 1995)

(see Figure 1.2). The unified model tells us that the apparently various observational

properties is due to differences of viewing angles toward AGNs.

Radio-quiet AGN

Generally, radio-quiet AGNs are categorized as Seyfert galaxies, and most of their

host galaxies are spiral galaxies. Seyfert galaxies are lower-luminosity AGNs, with

B-band magnitude of MB > −21.5 + 5 log h0, where h0 is the Hubble constant in

units of 100 km s−1Mpc−1 (Schmidt and Green, 1983). According to their proper-

ties in optical and ultraviolet (UV) wavelength bands, they are classified into the

following two categories.

• Type 1 Seyfert galaxy (Sy1): This class of AGN shows strong continuum

emission from far-infrared (FIR) to X-ray, and has emission lines of broad

linewidth of ∼ 1, 000 km s−1.

• Type 2 Seyfert galaxy (Sy2): This class of AGN shows relatively weak contin-

uum emission, and has emission lines of narrow linewidth of ∼ 100 km s−1.

Osterbrock (1981) introduced type 1.5, type 1.8 and type 1.9 between Sy1 and

Sy2. These types of Seyfert galaxies are based on optical spectra, and classified

from type 1.5 to type 1.9 according to observability of broad-line region (BLR) (see

Figure 1.2). Generally, Seyfert galaxies are categorized into radio-quiet AGNs, but

it is known that there are radio-loud Seyfert galaxies showing γ-ray emission (Abdo

et al., 2009b).

Radio-loud AGN

• Fanaroff-Riley type 1 radio galaxy (FR1): The morphology of this class of

AGN often shows ‘compact’ (spatially unresolved) and ‘extended’ (spatially

resolved) structures (see Figure 1.3). Radio emission from these structures

mainly arises from synchrotron radiation, but spectral properties of them are

different. Generally, a pair of extended structures called radio lobes can be

seen and, they are symmetrical with reference to the compact structure called

radio core. The extent of radio lobes is sometimes comparable to ∼Mpc. A

main difference between radio lobes and cores is that radio lobes are optically

thin with respect to synchrotron radiation emitted by themselves, but radio

cores are not necessarily optically thin.

• Fanaroff-Riley type 2 radio galaxy (FR2): This class of AGN is radio-brighter

than FR1. The morphology of FR2 often exhibits well-collimated structures

called jets in addition to radio cores and lobes (see Figure 1.4). Radio jets

are emanating from the central radio core and connected to extended lobes.
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They often show bending or wiggling structures. Only an approaching jet is

often observed due to relativistic beaming effect as we will describe later. The

brightness peak is often located at the edge of jets or radio lobes. At the edge

of jets, shock wave regions called hotspots are formed, and radio lobes extend

beyond hotspots. At hotspots, particle acceleration occurs due to shock wave

heating, and then hotspots are bright.

Optical emission lines of FR1 and FR2 exhibit narrow linewidth. Thus, FR1 and

FR2 are called narrow-line radio galaxies (NLRGs), and most of host galaxies of

them are elliptical galaxies. Radio brightness distribution of FR1 becomes dim-

mer with distance from radio core. On the other hand, that of FR2 is limb-

brightened. The criterion for dividing these classes is radio luminosity L1.4GHz =

1032 erg s−1Hz−1 (Fanaroff and Riley, 1974).

• Broad-line radio galaxy (BLRG): This class of AGN shows continuum emission

similar to the properties of type 1 Seyfert galaxy.

• Quasar: Quasars are brightest AGNs, with B-band magnitude of MB <

−21.5 + 5 log h0. The luminosity of the nuclei exceeds that of host galaxies.

The jet of quasar often shows superluminal motion, and only an approach-

ing jet is observed because of relativistic effects. Quasars are divided into

two categories: SSRQs (steep spectrum radio quasars) with spectral index 1

α ≤ −0.5 and FSRQs (flat spectrum radio quasars) with α ≥ −0.5. About

90% of quasars are radio-quiet quasars, and they are called QSOs.

• BL Lac objects (BL Lacs): This class of AGN shows highly-polarized and

variable strong continuum emission. Some BL Lacs show continuum emission

from radio to TeV γ-ray (Costamante and Ghisellini, 2002). The spectra of

BL Lacs shows no strong emission and absorption lines.

Since BL Lacs and FSRQs have similarities in showing variability, high polarization

and superluminal motion, they are often called blazars.

AGN zoology mentioned above is summarized in Figure 1.5. This diagram is based

on unified model of AGN, and the same colored subclasses are intrinsically identical ones,

different from viewing angles to them.

1.1.2 Properties of Jets, Lobes and Hotspots

It is known that radio-loud AGNs make up about 10% of the whole AGNs, and that

they have relativistic jets. Material composition is not well-known, but it is considered

to be electron-positron plasma as well as electron-proton plasma. When some kind of

mechanism causes shock wave in jet, particle acceleration occurs and non-thermal parti-

cles with power-law energy distribution are formed. These high-energy electrons interact
1When spectral energy distribution (SED) is expressed as Sν ∝ να, α is called the spectral index.
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Figure 1.3. Fanaroff-Riley type 1 radio galaxy M84 (z = 0.0034) observed with Very Long
Array (VLA) at 4.9 GHz from Laing and Bridle (1987). The brightness distribution is
edge-dimming.
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Figure 1.4. Fanaroff-Riley type 2 radio galaxy 3C 175 (z = 0.77) observed with VLA at
4.9 GHz from Bridle and Perley (1984). Jet structure bridges a gap between central radio
core and radio lobe. Only an approaching jet can be seen due to relativistic beaming
effect. The brightness distribution is edge-brightening. Hotspots are seen at the edges of
radio lobes.
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Figure 1.5. A classification diagram of AGN based on the unified model of AGNs. The
same colored subclasses are intrinsically identical ones, different from viewing angles to
them.
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with magnetic field or photons, and then synchrotron radiation or radiation by inverse

Compton scattering is emitted, respectively. Kinetic energy of relativistic jets is huge.

However, jets cannot be detected in the form of electromagnetic waves unless energy is

dissipated by shock wave.

Radio galaxy is believed to be misaligned radio-loud AGNs in the framework of the

unified scheme of AGN shown in the previous section. Thanks to misalignment of jets,

large-scale (∼ 100 kpc) jet structure can be observed. When jet flow collides with dense

region of intergalactic gas, electrons are accelerated and bright components called knots

in jet shines in the wavelength ranges from radio to X-ray. Emission from jet knots is

believed to be mainly synchrotron radiation. This indicates that electrons are accelerated

to energy of 10-100 TeV.

After relativistic jets dissipate an inhomogeneous energy by ‘internal’ shock wave

in the vicinity of the central engine, average flow speed still remains relativistic and

propagates away. At the tip of relativistic jet, collisions with ambient medium form

shock wave. This type of shock is called ‘outer’ shock wave. Interaction of jets with

ambient medium differs according to the ratio between particle density of jets and that

of ambient medium. When particle density of jets is relatively high, jets behave as mass

points and propagate at fast speed. On the other hand, jets are decelerated strongly

at the tips of jets when particle density is relatively low. Observed spherical shapes of

radio lobes indicate that particle density in jets are very low. Numerical studies have

confirmed that the jet is composed of lower mass density particles compared with that

of the ambient medium (e.g., Norman et al., 1982).

Brighter regions called hotspots are formed at the tips of relativistic jets in radio

galaxies, and they are believed to be located at the shock wave (see Figure 1.6). The speed

of jet is relativistic, but that of hotspot is subrelativistic (∼ 0.01 − 0.1c) (e.g., Conway,

2002). At the location of shock wave, kinematic energy of relativistic jet is dissipated, and

plasma in jet is heated and accelerated. Because of low density of particles in jet, shock in

jet is relativistic one and plasma temperature is high. Thus, shocked particles thermally

expand in a direction perpendicular to jet axis, and then shock waves are formed.

Particles in jet are confined in an egg-like region called cocoon in this manner. Pres-

sure of cocoon is higher than that of ambient medium, and then cocoon thermally expands

and transmits shock wave to ambient medium.

Since hotspot and lobes are filled with relativistic electrons and magnetic field, syn-

chrotron radiation or radiation by inverse Compton scattering is emitted.

1.1.3 Dynamics of Relativistic Jets

High resolution observations with radio interferometer revealed that AGN jet is relativis-

tic plasma flow and that various relativistic effects can be seen as follows.
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The energetics and plasma composition of jets 337

conclusions of constraints on energetics and plasma composition of
FR II sources in Section 4.

2 G E N E R A L C O N S I D E R AT I O N

It is widely accepted that shock waves accelerate some frac-

tion of the electrons and protons in the shocked region and then
shock-accelerated (relativistic) electrons produce the observed non-
thermal emission. It is worth emphasizing that, by definition, phys-
ical quantities of shock-accelerated particles never exceed those of
total particles. Based on this key point, the aim of this paper is to
constrain the energetics and plasma content.

To this end, here we will investigate the number and energy den-
sities of total particles in the shocked regions (see Fig. 1) using
the simple shock jump conditions with the aid of observed intra-
cluster medium (ICM) physical quantities and the advance speed of
hotspots. By comparing the number and energy densities of rela-
tivistic electrons and total particles (we will explore the number and
energy densities of the shock-accelerated electrons in the emission
region of hotspots in the next section), we give constraints on the
energetics and plasma contents.

2.1 Shock dynamics applied to the hotspots

Here we discuss the dynamics of shocks at the head of jets. Let us
consider the dynamics of an AGN jet which impinges into hot ICM.
Fig. 1 shows the schematic view of interaction between the AGN
jet and the ICM. We know that two shocks form: the forward shock
that propagates into the ICM and the reverse shock that propagates
into the jet. A contact discontinuity separates the shocked jet and
the shocked ICM.

jet Intra-Cluster Medium (ICM)

ρ

shocked
jet

R

cocoon

hot spot

bow shock

l

FSCD

RS
shocked

ICM

(3)(4) (2) (1)

Intra-Cluster Medium (ICM)

jet

3

Figure 1. A schematic view of shock dissipation at the head region of the
relativistic jet. The upper panel shows the model geometry of shocks in an
FR II radio galaxy. The lower panel shows the mass densities in each region.
The reverse-shocked region is identified as a hotspot. The forward shock is
identified as a bow shock. The cocoon is composed of shocked jet material
that has expanded sideways. The length l3 is the longitudinal size of the
hotspot.

2.1.1 Basic assumptions

In order to grasp the essence of shock structure of AGN jets, we
make several assumptions.

(i) We use the 1D shock jump conditions.
(ii) We regard the forward shock as a non-relativistic one because

the advance speed of hotspots is estimated to be in the range 0.01 to
0.1c, where c is the speed of light (e.g. Liu, Pooley & Riley 1992;
however, see also Georganopoulos & Kazanas 2003), and adopt the
adiabatic index of equation of state as 5/3.

(iii) We assume the reverse shock to be a relativistic one, although
the jet speed on Mpc scales is still open. Some are suggested to be
relativistic (e.g. Tavecchio et al. 2000).

(iv) We assume that the magnetic fields are passive and ignore
their dynamical effects.

(v) We treat only one-component plasma compositions (i.e. pure
e± or pure e–p) for simplicity.

The validity of assumption (i) is discussed at the end of this
section.

2.1.2 Shock jump conditions

As shown in Fig. 1, we use the terminology of ‘region i’ (i = 1,
2, 3 and 4) with the number labelling the four regions in the head
part of the AGN jet as follows: (1) the unshocked ICM; (2) the
shocked ICM; (3) the shocked jet which is identified with hotspots;
and (4) the unshocked jet. The fluid velocity and the Lorentz factor
in region i measured in the ICM rest frame are expressed as vi = β ic

and " i, respectively. The relative velocity and the relative Lorentz
factor between regions i and j (velocity of region i measured from
region j) are expressed as vij = −vji = β ijc = −β jic and " ij = " ji,
respectively. As for the position of the forward shock front (FS), the
contact discontinuity (CD) and the reverse shock front (RS), we use
the same labelling (i = FS, CD and RS). Each region is characterized
by three physical quantities: the rest-mass density ρ i, the pressure
Pi and the velocity vi. In order to make the argument independent of
the plasma composition of jets, we use the rest-mass density rather
than the number density. In the next subsection, we will discuss the
issue of number density by specifying the composition as pure e±

or e–p plasma.
Within the framework of 1D planar shock, pressure and velocity

are uniform in each shocked region. Then, along the CD, we have
velocity and pressure balance given by v2 = v3 and P2 = P3. In
general, we can solve for 3 + 3 = 6 physical quantities ρ 2, P2 =
P3, v2 = v3, ρ 3, vFS and vRS, when 3 + 3 = 6 upstream quantities
such as ρ 1, P1, v1, ρ 4, P4 and v4 are given. In the case of the shock
conditions of actual FR II sources, it is convenient to choose six
givens in a different way. The properties of ICM (upstream) are
known from X-ray observations to give P1 = PICM, ρ 1 = ρ ICM and
v1 = 0. The hotspot (downstream) advance speed vHS is inferred
from observations. We regard that the unshocked jet is cold and P4 =
0. Although there is some amount of relativistic electrons in the jet,
observations and numerical simulations suggest that the internal
Mach number of Cygnus A jet should be high (Carilli & Barthel
1996). Furthermore, to obtain a conspicious hotspot identified with a
strong shock, dynamically cold jet matter is the most natural choice.
We adopt "4 as a free parameter. To sum up, for an actual FR II
source, we regard that (1) v2 = v3 = vHS is given (observable)
and that (2) ρ 4 can be solved. Then, by using the plausible shock
conditions, we can obtain ρ 2, P2 = P3, vFS, ρ 3, vRS and ρ 4, as
functions of "4.

C⃝ 2004 RAS, MNRAS 349, 336–346

Figure 1.6. A schematic view of shock dissipation at the tip of the relativistic jet from
Kino and Takahara (2004). The upper panel shows the model geometry of shocks in a
FR2 radio galaxy. The lower panel shows the mass densities (ρ) in each region. FS, RS
and CD represent the position of the forward shock front, the reverse shock front and the
contact discontinuity, respectively. The reverse-shocked region is identified as a hotspot.
The forward shock is identified as a bow shock. The cocoon is composed of shocked jet
material that has expanded sideways.
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Figure 1.7. Geometrical configuration of superluminal motion.

Superluminal Motion

Superluminal motion is that AGN jet apparently exceeds the speed of light, when jet is

launched at relativistic speed, nearly coincident with the line of sight. As shown in Figure

1.7, we assume a blazar is located at position O, distant d from an obeserver. At time

t = 0, a bright cloud called jet knot is launched at speed v toward an angle θ with respect

to the observer. Light emitted at the moment reaches the observer at t = t1 = d/c, where

c is the speed of light. Light emitted on arrival at the position P, reaches the observer at

t = t2. t2 is the sum of knot traveling time from O to P and light traveling time from O

to the observer,

t2 =
r

v
+
d− x

c
=
r

v
+
d− r cos θ

c
. (1.1)

From the view of the observer, the knot travels y(= r sin θ) between t = t1 and t = t2,

and then the apparent speed vapp is

vapp =
y

t2 − t1
=

v sin θ

1− v/c cos θ
. (1.2)

Therefore, when θ is smaller and v approaches the speed of light, the apparent speed of

jet knot vapp can exceed the speed of light.

Relativistic Beaming Effect

Generally, AGN jets are launched toward both sides with respect to radio core, but the

approaching jet looks brighter than the counter jet. When the jet motion is superluminal,

only an approaching jet is observable. One-sided jet is ascribed to apparently slower speed

and apparently dimmer brightness of counter jet due to intrinsically relativistic motion

of jets. This phenomenon is called relativistic beaming effect. Special relativity theory

tells us that a relation between a time interval ∆ts measured in the frame of a jet moving

at Lorentz factor Γ = (1− β2)−1/2, and ∆tobs measured in the rest frame of an observer

is

∆tobs = ∆ts/δ, (1.3)
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where β = v/c, δ = 1/ (Γ(1− β cos θobs)) is Doppler factor and θobs is a viewing angle

of the jet with respect to the line of sight in the observer’s frame. Then, the relation

between frequency νs ∝ 1/∆ts and νobs ∝ 1/∆tobs is

νobs = δνs. (1.4)

This relation indicates that light with higher frequency is detected when observing ap-

proaching jet knot nearly coincident with the line of sight.

Relativistic beaming effect is that light emitted from a moving object concentrate in

moving direction. We assume that light travels toward an angle θs with respect to the

moving direction of the jet knot. Lorentz transformation for traveling direction of light

is

cos θs =
cos θobs − β

1− β cos θobs
, (1.5)

and then

∆ cos θobs = δ−2∆ cos θs. (1.6)

Thus, light emitted into a certain solid angle in the frame of the jet knot is observed

within a δ2 smaller solid angle when viewed from the observer’s frame. When light is

emitted isotropically in the frame of jet knot, the number of photons is invariant in both

frames, and then

Lνs

hνs
∆νs∆ts2π∆ cos θs =

Lνobs

hνobs
∆νobs∆tobs2π∆ cos θobs. (1.7)

Therefore,

νobsLνobs = δ4νsLνs , (1.8)

where h is Planck constant, and Lν is specific luminosity, that is, luminosity per unit

frequency. The product of frequency ν and Lν represents luminosity per unit logarithmic

frequency. Eq. (1.8) means that luminosity per unit logarithmic frequency in the frame

of jet knot looks δ4 times brighter in the observer’s frame. For example, when we observe

an approaching jet knot coincident with the line of sight at a relativistic speed Γ = 10,

the intensity becomes 104 times higher. On the other hand, the intensity of receding

(or counter) jet becomes 104 times lower. Then, it is hard to observe the receding jet,

since the contrast between approaching and receding jets becomes 108. Therefore, due

to the observability, blazars are adequate sources to study jet structures and emission

mechanisms since early times.

Blandford and Königl (1979) derived the ratio of brightness of equivalent components

in the approaching and counter jets;

R =

(
1 + β cos θobs
1− β cos θobs

)η

, (1.9)

where η is either (2 − α) or (3 − α) for a continuous jet or a single blob, respectively.
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Here α is the spectral index satisfying Sν ∝ να, where Sν is the flux density at frequency

ν.

1.1.4 Formation and Evolution of Radio Sources

Jet and Radio Core

AGN jets are bridging structures between the vicinity of central engine and extended

lobes. They are well-collimated and often seen at both sides or one side with respect to

the center of AGNs. AGN jets extend from parsec to kiloparsec scales, and shines in the

wavelength ranges from radio to X-ray. They transfer high energy particles at relativistic

speed from central region of AGN to an intragalactic regions.

Mechanisms for launching and accelerating AGN jets are not well-established, but

there are promising models using accretion disk. One is the radiative acceleration model

(e.g., Icke, 1980). This model is that radiation pressure from accretion disk accelerates

plasma electrons, and then jets are formed and accelerated. Another model is magnetic

acceleration model based on magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) schemes (e.g., Uchida and

Shibata, 1985; Meier et al., 2001). This model is that release of twisted magnetic field in

the accretion disk drags and accelerates plasma electrons, and then jets are formed and

accelerated. This model can also explain collimation of jets due to magnetic hoop stress

of the toroidal magnetic field (see Figure 1.8).

The recent theoretical studies based on the general relativistic-MHD (GRMHD) sim-

ulations, suggested that jets are initially formed with large opining angles, and collimated

and accelerated gradually in the inner 103RS regions, where RS is Schwarzschild radius;

RS =
2GM

c2
∼ 3.0

(
M

M⊙

)
(km), (1.10)

andM, G are mass and gravitational constant, respectively (e.g., McKinney, 2006; Komis-

sarov et al., 2007). In these regions, the jets have concave paraboloidal shapes due to

confinement by the magnetic hoop stress. At the downstream of these regions, the jets

have conical shapes due to free of forces confining the jet flow.

High-resolution observations with very long baseline interferometer (VLBI) have re-

cently been providing some evidence in favor of the (GR)MHD models (e.g., Junor et al.,

1999; Gabuzda et al., 2000; Asada and Nakamura, 2012; Hada et al., 2013). Asada and

Nakamura (2012) discovered a transition from parabolic to conical streamlines in the

jet of radio galaxy M87, using the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA), European VLBI

Network (EVN) and MERLIN array. Figure 1.9 shows the jet width as a function of

the deprojected distance from the core in units of Schwarzschild radius. As seen in Fig-

ure 1.9, the jet is described by two different shapes: (i) a concave parabolic shape with

z ∝ r1.73±0.05, where z represents the axial distance from the core and r indicates the

radius of the jet emission, on scales up to ∼ 2.5 × 105RS, and (ii) a conical shape with

z ∝ r0.96±0.1 starting at ∼ 2.5 × 105RS. However, it is not easy to identify the toroidal
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component or helical structure of the magnetic field by observing the projected direction

of the magnetic field (B⊥, a component perpendicular to the line of sight), unless the

emission of the jet is highly polarized.

The emission from AGN jets at radio band is mainly synchrotron radiation, and

linearly polarized perpendicular to the magnetic field. Thus, B⊥ is perpendicular to

the observed polarization angle, and the radio emission from AGN jets should be highly

polarized. However, emission from some AGN jets is unpolarized (e.g., Taylor et al.,

2006, 0.2% at 22 GHz). This might be due to Faraday rotation, which twists the position

angle χ0 of linearly polarized emission as it propagates through the foreground plasma.

The position angle is rotated by

χobs = χ0 +RMλ2, (1.11)

where χobs is the observed polarization angle and RM is the rotation measure, and λ is

the observed wavelength. The RM is proportional to the integral of the electron density

(ne) and the magnetic field parallel to the line of sight (B∥), as RM ∼
∫
LOS

neB∥ dr,

where
∫
LOS

dr indicates integration along the line of sight. If RM changes across the

source and the spatial resolution of an observation is insufficient to resolve this structure

(so-called “beam depolarization”), the degree of observed polarization may be very small.

Therefore, a detailed analysis of both the RM and χobs is useful to investigate the three-

dimensional structure of the magnetic field in the jet (e.g., Asada et al., 2002, 2008).

Hada et al. (2011, Figure 1.10) revealed that the central engine of M87 is located

within 14 − 23RS (0.007-0.01 pc) of the radio core at 43 GHz using multifrequency ob-

servation with VLBI, assuming that the jet is conical and the central engine is located

at the apex of the jet, the separation between the central engine and a radio core at a

given frequency ν satisfies rc(ν) ∝ ν−α (α > 0) (core-shift effect; e.g., Lobanov, 1998, see

Figure 1.11). Here, radio cores are located at the apparent jet base in each frequency

image, and basically considered to be opaque photospheres (surfaces with an optical

depth of unity) against synchrotron self-absorption (SSA) or free-free absorption (FFA)

(Blandford and Königl, 1979). On the other hand, the stationary standing shock model,

which is also another idea explaining blazar radio cores, has proposed based on recent

VLBI observations (e.g., Marscher et al., 2008, 2010; Agudo et al., 2011; Abdo et al.,

2010, see Figure 1.12). These observations suggest that the central black holes are far

from the radio cores by the order of 104−106RS (∼ 0.1−10 pc). Although detailed radio

observations can provide the morphological structure of an inner jet, their stationarity is

not well understood besides the location of the radio core. Thus, the positions of radio

cores is an open quenstion.

CSOs and Large-Scale Double Radio Sources

Large-scale double radio sources consist of a bright compact nucleus, relativistic and well-

collimated jets, and huge double radio lobes. Blandford and Rees (1974) and Scheuer
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stage, the collapse continues to the black hole
stage, producing an even faster jet in the
process. Other scenarios, such as the merger
of two neutron stars, could trigger a similar
event.

In all observed cases of relativistic jets,
the central object is compact, either a neutron
star or black hole, and is accreting matter and
angular momentum. In addition, in most sys-
tems there is direct or indirect evidence that
magnetic fields are present (detected in the
synchrotron radiation in galactic and extraga-
lactic radio sources or inferred in collapsing
supernovae cores from the association of
remnants with radio pulsars). This combina-
tion of magnetic fields and rotation may be
responsible for the observed relativistic jets.

Basic Physics of
Magnetohydrodynamic Acceleration
and Collimation
Although several different methods of pro-
ducing and collimating jets have been pro-
posed, the leading model is the magnetohy-
drodynamic (MHD) model. It potentially can
account for jet collimation and acceleration to
relativistic velocities while operating within
the gravitational collapse and/or accretion
paradigms for jet-producing sources. In addi-
tion, the model suggests a trigger mechanism
for some GRBs, a way of producing the most
powerful quasar jets observed as well as the
difference between radio loud and radio quiet
quasars, and an explanation for the detailed
changes that occur in microquasar jets as
their accretion disks change their structure.

The flow of a magnetized plasma is most
generally described by kinetic theory, general
relativity, and Maxwell’s equations for the

electromagnetic field. However, many of its
features are captured by making two simpli-
fying assumptions: The plasma particles act
like a fluid and the conductivity is so high in
the plasma that electric fields generated by
free charges are shorted out. Both of these
assumptions (which describe the astrophysi-
cal plasmas of interest) give rise to the field
of study of ideal magnetohydrodynamics. Al-
though the equations are still complex in
nature, the differences between regular fluid
flow and ideal MHD flow can be understood
from the following discussion and from Fig.
2, which shows a three-dimensional MHD jet
propagation simulation (9). Under these as-
sumptions, the magnetic field lines thread the
plasma and are tied to it (frozen in). These
field lines have three important properties.
First, to a good approximation, plasma cannot
cross the field lines; it can only flow parallel
to them. If the field is strong (i.e., if the
hydrodynamic pressure of the plasma !v2 is
less than the magnetic pressure B2/8", where
! is the plasma mass density, v is its velocity,
and B is the magnetic field strength) and if it
is anchored in a rotating star or disk, then any
plasma trapped in the field will be flung
centrifugally outward along the field lines.
On the other hand, if the field is weak or the
plasma is dense, then the rotating field will be
bent backward in a sweeping spiral. Second,
parallel magnetic field lines tend to repel
each other. This produces a partial pressure
on the plasma perpendicular to the field lines,
but not parallel to them, due solely to the
field. A weak field can be strengthened by
bringing together many weak parallel lines of
force to produce the equivalent of a few
strong ones. Thus, compression perpendicu-

lar to the field lines or toroidal coiling around
an axis for many turns can enhance the field,
increasing its pressure and energy density.
Third, magnetic field lines do not maintain a
curved shape unless they are acted on by
forces from the plasma or other field lines.
Left alone, they tend to straighten like
springy wires. If coiled in a hoop or spiral,
the field will try to shrink around its axis to
eliminate all but the straight axial component
of the field. This hoop stress is responsible
for the well-known pinch effect of plasma
physics and for the collimation of relativistic
jets.

To accelerate and collimate a jet with
magnetic fields, all that is needed is a gravi-
tating body to collect the material to be eject-
ed, a poloidal magnetic field threading that
material, and some differential rotation (Fig.
3). The differential rotation produces a mag-
netic field helix about the rotation axis. This
rotating field coil then drives the plasma
trapped in it initially upward and outward
along the field lines as they try to uncoil. As
this twist propagates outward, the toroidal
field pinches the plasma toward the rotation
axis. Depending on the relative importance of
the magnetic field, plasma density, and rota-
tion, a variety of results are possible, such as
a broad uncollimated wind, a slowly colli-
mating bipolar outflow, and a highly colli-
mated jet.

The physics of jet production can be an-

Fig. 2. A three-dimen-
sional simulation of
the propagation of a
magnetized jet, which
depicts most of the
properties of the MHD
model. The diagram
shows flow velocity
(arrows), the plasma
density field (color,
with white and blue
indicating high and
low pressure, respec-
tively), and the mag-
netic lines of force
(metallic tubes). The
initially axisymmetric,
rotating jet has devel-
oped a helical-kink in-
stability that distorts
its shape. The plasma
flow still follows the
field lines. Such an instability may explain the wiggles observed in some parsec-scale radio jets. The
super–Alfvénic jet terminates in a strong shock wave at right, as it propagates into a region with
decreasing Alfvén velocity. High-energy particles accelerated in the rotating magnetic twists, and
especially in the compressed field behind the bow shock, will emit synchrotron radiation. This shock
therefore may correspond to the hot spot often seen at the end of jets in many radio sources.
[Courtesy of M. Nakamura]

Fig. 3. Schematic diagram depicting the MHD
acceleration and collimation model. Magne-
tized and rotating inflow toward a compact
object (solid arrows) winds the magnetic field
lines into a rotating helical coil called a torsion-
al Alfvén wave train (TAWT). Magnetocentrifu-
gal forces expel some of the material along the
field lines and magnetic pressure and pinching
forces (short open arrows) further lift and col-
limate it into a jet outflow (long open arrows).
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Figure 1.8. A three-dimensional (3D) simulation of the propagation of a magnetized jet,
which represents most of the properties of the MHD model from Meier et al. (2001).
The panel indicates flow velocity (arrows), the plasma density field (color scale with
white and blue indicating high and low pressure, respectively), and the magnetic lines of
force (metallic tubes). The initially axisymmetric, rotating jet has amplified a helical-
magnetohydrodynamic instabilities that distorts its shape. The plasma flow still follows
the magnetic field lines. Such an instability may explain the wiggles observed in some
parsec-scale radio jets. The jet terminates in a strong shock wave at top right corner,
as it propagates into a region with decreasing velocity. High-energy particles accelerated
in the twisted magnetic field, and especially in the compressed magnetic field behind
the bow shock, will emit synchrotron radiation. Thus, this shock may correspond to the
hotspot often seen at the tip of jets in many radio sources.
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Figure 2. Distribution of the radius of the jet as a function of the deprojected distance from the core in units of rs. We used images obtained by previous VLBA
measurements at 43 GHz (red circles) and at 15 GHz (orange circles), EVN measurements at 1.6 GHz (green circles), and MERLIN measurements at 1.6 GHz (blue
circles). The jet is described by two different shapes. The solid line indicates a parabolic structure with a power-law index a of 1.7, while the dashed line indicates
a conical structure with a of 1.0. HST-1 is located around 5 × 105 rs. The black area shows the size of the minor axis of the event horizon of the spinning black
hole with maximum spin. The gray area indicates the size of the major axis of the event horizon of the spinning black hole with maximum spin, and corresponds to
the size of the event horizon of the Schwarzschild black hole. The dotted line indicates the size of the inner stable circular orbit (ISCO) of the accretion disk for the
Schwarzschild black hole.

2006). Indeed, this is the first observational evidence detecting a
transition from parabolic to conical streamlines in extragalactic
jet systems.

4. DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY

4.1. Unconfined Structure: Downstream of HST-1

We consider a conical streamline (z ∝ ra, a = 1) for
supersonic jets. In an adiabatic jet, the internal pressure pjet
decreases with the axial distance z as z−2Γ (Γ: the ratio of
specific heats). So, we speculate that the constant expansion of
the jet radius and a conical structure downstream of HST-1 to
knot A in the M87 jet require the same axial gradient for the
external interstellar medium (ISM) pressure, pism, as pjet (Owen
et al. 1989). If pism decreases slower than pjet, then pism > pjet
at some distance so that a recollimation shock will be triggered
(Sanders 1983). The self-similar solution of a conical streamline
for the magnetized case (with a purely toroidal field component)
requires pism ∝ z−b, b = 4 (Zakamska et al. 2008). For a
general (non-self-similar) case, b > 2 is allowed in analytical
and numerical models (Tchekhovskoy et al. 2008; Lyubarsky
2009; Komissarov et al. 2009). X-ray observations reveal the
ISM properties such as the Bondi radius rB ∼ 250 pc and
the King core radius rc ≃ 1.4 kpc (see, e.g., Young et al.
2002; Di Matteo et al. 2003; Allen et al. 2006). Thus, the
region of conical streamlines in the M87 jet lies between rB and
the marginal radius for the power-law decay beyond rc in the
King profile, indicating that the ISM distribution is essentially
uniform. We thus rule out that the structure downstream of
HST-1 is hydrostatically confined by pism in order to conform to
a conical streamline.

In order to possess a conical streamline without any overcol-
limation between knots HST-1 and A, the condition pjet ! pism

should be maintained. Knots HST-1 to A do appear to be
overpressured with respect to the external pressure (Owen et al.
1989). However, the pjet of the inter-knot regions, as estimated
by the minimum energy argument for the VLA data (Sparks
et al. 1996), appears underpressured with respect to pism, as es-
timated by the recent X-ray observations (Young et al. 2002;
Rafferty et al. 2006). One possibility is an underestimation of
the magnetic field strength when the toroidal (azimuthal) com-
ponents are not considered (cf. Owen et al. 1989). It has been
further suggested that the magnetic field energy is at least in
equipartition (or even larger with a factor of 1–2) with the en-
ergy of the radiating ultrarelativistic electrons (Stawarz et al.
2005).

We note that overpressured knots do appear to have trails
of stationary recollimation shocks in purely hydrodynamic jets.
Falle & Wilson (1985) performed hydrodynamic simulations to
apply stationary recollimation shocks to the observed knots at
VLA scales under the assumption of the shallow ISM gradient
(pism ∝ z−1). Stationary features, however, are in conflict with
the observed large proper motions (Biretta et al. 1995, 1999),
while the ISM also does not appear to have such a gradient.
Therefore, we suggest that the highly magnetized nature of the
jet may be responsible for the conical part of the M87 jet.

4.2. Confined Structure: Upstream of HST-1

We next consider a parabolic streamline (1 < a " 2) for
supersonic jets. It is shown that the magnetized jet can be
parabolic in analytical and numerical models where the ISM
pressure is decreasing as pism ∝ z−b, b = 2 (Tchekhovskoy
et al. 2008; Komissarov et al. 2009). A self-similar solution also
exists for non-magnetized cases with a pure parabolic streamline
(a = 2) under the same pism dependence with b = 2 (Zakamska
et al. 2008). Their solution indicates pjet # pism with pressure
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Figure 1.9. Relation between the jet radius r and the deprojected distance from the core z
of M87 in units of Schwarzschild radius rS revised from Asada and Nakamura (2012). Red
and orange circles are observational data using the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA),
a VLBI array in the USA, at 43 GHz and at 15 GHz, respectively. Green and blue
circles denote data points obtained with the European VLBI Network (EVN) at 1.6 GHz
and with the MERLIN array at 1.6 GHz, respectively. The jet can be divided into two
different shapes. The black solid line represents a parabolic structure with z ∝ r1.7, while
the black dashed line shows a conical structure with z ∝ r1.0. The black area indicates
the size of the minor axis of the event horizon of the spinning black hole with maximum
spin. The gray area shows the size of the major axis of the event horizon of the spinning
black hole with maximum spin, and coincides with the size of the event horizon of the
Schwarzschild black hole. The gray dotted line represents the size of the innermost stable
circular orbit (ISCO, 3rS) of the accretion disk for the Schwarzschild black hole. The gray
dashed line indicates the Bondi radius, which is given by 2GMBH/c

2
s, where MBH is the

mass of the black hole and cs is the sound speed of the hot gas surrounding a SMBH.
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In Fig. 3 the upstream end of the jet corresponding to the dashed line
in Fig. 2 is overlaid on the 43-GHz intensity image as the shaded area. By
specifying the position angle of the M87 jet, we can also evaluate the
amount of the core shift in declination. On the basis of the 43-GHz image
of M87 in previous work that discusses the large direction uncertainty of
the inner jet region3, we set the allowed range of the jet position angle
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Figure 3 | VLBA image of M87 at 43 GHz
superimposed on the measured core-shift
positions. a, Global view of the radio jet on a
subparsec scale. b, Close-up view of the region
enclosed by the rectangle in a. The synthesized beam
of the VLBA is 0.22 mas3 0.46 mas at 25u (bottom
right in the upper image). The peak brightness and
1s noise level are 724 mJy and 1.1 mJy per beam,
respectively. Contours are (21, 1, 2, 2.8 and
4)3 3.3 mJy per beam and thereafter increase by
factors of 21/2. Two broken red lines represent the
maximum possible range of the inner jet direction
centred on the 43.2-GHz core. A solid red arrow
represents the larger-scale jet direction. Red circles
indicate the core positions at 2.3, 5.0, 8.4, 15.2, 23.8
and 43.2 GHz relative to the 43.2-GHz core (the
higher the frequency of the core, the closer it
approaches the central engine). Core positions at
each frequency are averaged over two epochs. We
assume that the core shift occurs along the larger-
scale jet direction. The positional uncertainties in
declination are due to uncertainties in the direction
of the inner jet, which are shown by the vertical
broken arrows threading each core position. The
shaded area at the east of the 43.2-GHz core
represents the upstream end of the jet derived from
the core-shift measurements. This area is enclosed
by the 1s error in the core-shift value in RA, and the
direction of the inner jet defines uncertainties in
declination. A black circle (top left in b) shows the
diameter 6Rs of the innermost stable orbit around a
non-rotating black hole. Inset in a, a 15-GHz Very-
Large-Array image showing kiloparsec-scale
structure. (Copyright National Radio Astronomy
Observatory/Associated Universities, Inc./National
Science Foundation).

Figure 2 | Plot of the core-shift measurements in right ascension for M87 as
a function of observing frequency. The data sets of filled and open circles are
results for 8 and 18 April, respectively. Both observations were made at 2.3, 5.0,
8.4, 15.4, 23.8 and 43.2 GHz. The origin of the vertical axis is referenced to the
weighted-mean position of the 43.2-GHz core over the two epochs. This plot
shows that the measured core positions for the two epochs are consistent within
1s error bars, indicating that the systematic errors are effectively cancelled out
through the quasi-simultaneous multifrequency observations (see also
Supplementary Information for details of the data analysis and error
estimations). The solid curve represents the best-fit solution, with rRA(n) 5
A2a 1 B (a 5 0.94 6 0.09, A 5 1.40 6 0.16 and B 5 20.041 6 0.012), which is
derived from the weighted least-square method to the entire data set. The dashed
horizontal line represents the asymptotic line of the solid curve, which is located
at 41mas eastwards from the 43.2-GHz core in RA. At the distance of M87 of
16.7 Mpc and the mass of the black hole of 6.0 3 109 solar masses, 1 mas
corresponds to a length of 0.08 pc or 140Rs projected on the plane of the sky.
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Figure 1.10. An image of M87 at 43 GHz superimposed on the measured core-shift
positions observed with the VLBA from Hada et al. (2011). (a) Global view of the
subparsec-scale radio jet. The yellow tick at bottom right corner indicates 100RS (0.06
pc). The synthesized beam of the VLBA is 0.22 × 0.46 mas at -5 deg shown in bottom
right corner. Inset in (a), is an image of kiloparsec-scale structure observed with 15-GHz
Very Large Array (VLA), a phased radio interferometer in the USA. (b) Close-up view of
the region enclosed by the yellow rectangle in (a). Red circles indicate the core positions
at 2.3, 5.0, 8.4, 15.2, 23.8 and 43.2 GHz relative to the 43.2-GHz core (the higher the
frequency of the core, the closer it approaches the central engine). Two broken red lines
represent the maximum possible range of the inner jet direction centered on the 43.2-GHz
core. A solid red arrow indicates the larger-scale jet direction. They assumeed that the
core shift occurs along the larger-scale jet direction. The black shaded area at the east
of the 43.2-GHz core indicates the upstream end of the jet derived from the core-shift
measurements. A black circle in top left corner shows the diameter 6RS of the innermost
stable orbit around a non-rotating black hole.
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An origin of the radio jet in M87 at the location of the
central black hole
Kazuhiro Hada1,2, Akihiro Doi3,4, Motoki Kino2, Hiroshi Nagai2,3, Yoshiaki Hagiwara1,2 & Noriyuki Kawaguchi1,2

Powerful radio jets from active galactic nuclei are thought to be
powered by the accretion of material onto the supermassive black
hole (the ‘central engine’)1,2. M87 is one of the closest examples of
this phenomenon, and the structure of its jet has been probed on a
scale of about 100 Schwarzschild radii (Rs, the radius of the event
horizon)3. However, the location of the central black hole relative
to the jet base (a bright compact radio ‘core’) remains elusive4,5.
Observations of other jets indicate that the central engines are
located about 104–106Rs upstream from the radio core6–9. Here
we report radio observations of M87 at six frequencies that allow
us to achieve a positional accuracy of about 20 microarcseconds. As
the jet base becomes more transparent at higher frequencies, the
multifrequency position measurements of the radio core enable us
to determine the upstream end of the jet. The data reveal that the
central engine of M87 is located within 14–23Rs of the radio core at
43 GHz. This implies that the site of material infall onto the black
hole and the eventual origin of the jet reside in the bright compact
region seen on the image at 43 GHz.

On 8 and 18 April 2010 we made multifrequency observations of M87
with the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) at 2, 5, 8, 15, 22 and 43 GHz
quasi-simultaneously. Using the phase-referencing technique, the radio
core positions of M87 at each frequency were measured relative to the
nearby (separated by 1.5u) reference source M84 (see Supplementary
Information for detailed data analysis). When the core at each frequency
corresponds to the surface where the optical depth for synchrotron self-
absorption becomes unity10, the position of the radio core moves towards
the central engine with increasing frequency (core-shift effect11–13, see
also Fig. 1). If we assume that the jet is conical and the central engine is
located at the apex of the jet, the separation between the central engine
and a core at a given frequency n satisfies rc(n) / n2a (a . 0). Thus, the
location of the central engine can be specified by determining the fre-
quency dependence of the core shift (see Fig. 1 for more details).

In Fig. 2 we show the measured core shift of M87 in right ascension
(RA) as a function of n. Because M84 also has its own core shift, the
measured core-position changes on the sky plane are a combination of
the core shifts of M87 and M84. Fortunately, M84 has a sufficiently
narrow jet structure extended towards the north and the jet is unre-
solved in the RA direction (see Supplementary Information). This
situation enables us to extract the RA contributions of M87’s core shift
successfully by minimizing any structural effect of M84 (hereafter we
denote the RA contributions of rc(n) as rRA(n)). It should be stressed
that the clear detection of the core shift shown in Fig. 2 explicitly
precludes the possibility of a standing shock6 in the case of the M87
core; otherwise it would remain stationary with frequency.

The most remarkable finding in Fig. 2 is the strong constraint on the
location of the central engine of M87 on a 10Rs scale. The amount of
core shift between two adjacent frequencies decreases smoothly with
increasing frequency, and the core position converges to the upstream
end of the jet, which is supposed to be the location of the central engine.
We fit the power-law function to the measured data on core positions

with the weighted least-square method, then we derive the best-fit
value as rRA(n) / n20.94 6 0.09. The fitted curve approaches the dashed
line asymptotically at 41 6 12mas eastwards of the 43-GHz core posi-
tion (errors are 1s), which is equivalent to the projected separation
6 6 2Rs for the black-hole mass M 5 6.0 3 109 solar masses (ref. 14) at
a distance of 16.7 Mpc (ref. 15). The measured frequency dependence
of the core shift roughly n21 is consistent with a ‘conical’ jet with the
radial profiles of the magnetic field strength and the electron number
density varying as r21 and r22, respectively16, with the assumption of a
constant jet velocity. With regard to jet shape, a recent theoretical
model shows that a jet seems to have a ‘paraboloidal’ shape near a
central black hole1. If this is true of the M87 jet, then the location of the
central engine is likely to be even closer to the 43-GHz radio core than
the dashed line.

1Department of Astronomical Science, The Graduate University for Advanced Studies (SOKENDAI), 2-21-1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan. 2National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, 2-21-1
Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181-8588, Japan. 3Institute of Space and Astronautical Science, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, 3-1-1 Yoshinodai, Chuo, Sagamihara, Kanagawa 252-5210, Japan.
4Department of Space and Astronautical Science, The Graduate University for Advanced Studies (SOKENDAI), 3-1-1 Yoshinodai, Chuo, Sagamihara, Kanagawa 252-5210, Japan.
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Figure 1 | Schematic diagram explaining the radio core shift of a jet. The
diagram illustrates the core shift of a jet generated from the central black hole (a
black dot) surrounded by the accretion disk (represented as a red ellipse), with
the horizontal axis showing a distance from the black hole (r). The cores of a jet,
the bright surfaces of optical depths being unity, are indicated as grey ellipses at
the actual radio frequencies of VLBI measurements; darker colours indicate
higher frequencies. The cores are located at the apparent origin of the jet in each
frequency image. The optical depth tssa for the synchrotron self-absorption is a
function of the radio-emitting electron number density Ne, the magnetic field
strength B and the observing frequency n. Because Ne and B have a radial profile
in the jet, the radial position on the surface at which tssa becomes unity shifts as
a function of frequency. If we assume that Ne and B have power-law profiles of r
described as Ne / r2n and B / r2m (n and m positive), the frequency
dependence of the core position results in r(n) / n2a. Here a is the positive
power index described as a function of n and m (ref. 10). According to the
relation, the cores shift towards the upper stream with increasing frequencies
and converge on the location of the central black hole.
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Figure 1.11. Schematic diagram explaining the shift effect of radio core (apparent jet base
in a certain frequency) from Hada et al. (2011). The diagram indicates the core shift
effect of a jet generated from the vicinity of central black hole (a black dot) surrounded
by the accretion disk (a red ellipse), with the horizontal axis showing a distance from the
black hole (r). The radio cores of a jet, the bright surfaces of optical depths of unity,
are indicated as grey ellipses at the actual radio frequencies of VLBI observations; darker
colors indicate higher frequencies. The cores are located at the apparent jet base in each
frequency image. See the paper in detail.
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sequence of images in Fig. 1 shows a bright, superluminal knot that
first appears upstream of the core. It subsequently moves past the
core and proceeds down the jet at a position angle of ,190u and with
an EVPA that is parallel to the jet to within the observational uncer-
tainty. The close correspondence between the optical and 7-mm
EVPAs after 29 October implies that the knot is the emitter of the
polarized optical emission during the flare.

Previous authors14–16 have suggested that rotations of the polariza-
tion vector occur in BL Lac and the similar active galactic nucleus
OJ 287. Their observations, which were more poorly sampled than
ours, allowed multiple interpretations owing to the 6180u ambiguity
of the EVPA. Despite this, the model that we advocate is quite similar
to one of those proposed previously14,15, with the location of the
emission region and connection with high-energy flares now spe-
cified by our sequences of Very Long Baseline Array images and
multiwaveband light curves.

We interpret the event in the following manner (see Fig. 3).
Explosive activity at the inlet of the jet near the black hole injects a
surge of energy into the jet across part of its cross-sectional area. This
disturbance appears as a knot of emission as it propagates along a
subset of streamlines through the acceleration and collimation zone.
Doppler beaming of radiation emitted by high-energy electrons in
the disturbance increases as the knot accelerates along its spiral path,
which stretches out with distance down the jet. These effects cause the
flux of synchrotron radiation from the knot to rise until it dominates
the optical, X-ray and (through inverse Compton scattering) c-ray
emission from BL Lac as the disturbance exits the zone of helical
magnetic field. Maximum beaming—and therefore the peak in the
light curve of the first flare—occurs during the last spiral, when the
Lorentz factor of the jet is near its asymptotic value and the velocity
vector of the knot points most closely towards our line of sight. The
peak can be quite sharp5, as observed. At the point when the flare
dominates the optical flux, we see the optical polarization vector
rotate before the shock exits the acceleration and collimation zone.
This zone is opaque at radio wavelengths, owing to synchrotron self-
absorption; hence, the first flare is absent in the radio light curves.

Beyond the acceleration and collimation zone, the disturbance
forms a moving shock wave that encounters a region of turbulence,
which is possibly driven by velocity shear across the jet6 downstream
of the point at which the magnetic and particle energy densities reach
rough equipartition4. The ambient magnetic field in the jet has a
chaotic structure in this region. Because the shock front amplifies
only the component of the field that is parallel to the front, the
EVPA becomes transverse to this direction and therefore essentially

parallel to the velocity vector of the knot at a position angle of ,190u.
During this phase, the flux lessens as the knot continues down the
broadening jet, where the magnetic field strength and electron den-
sity decrease.

According to the model we propose here, the variation of EVPA
with time should deviate from a strict linear dependence owing to
projection effects, because the circular cross-section has an elliptical
shape from our viewpoint. We have calculated this effect, including
relativistic aberration, and show in Fig. 2g that the optical EVPA data
do follow the predicted curve. The small number of brief excursions
of the EVPA from the curve, the deviations from the mean EVPA
before and after the rotation, and irregularities in the light curves can
all be explained by local flare-ups of emission that briefly amplify
both the polarization along a particular direction and the flux at
various wavebands.

The smoothness of the plot of EVPA versus time eliminates
the possibility16,17 that the rotation is actually a random walk of the
polarization vector due to a chaotic magnetic field. If this were the
case, our numerical simulations (see ref. 17) indicate that the curve
would be much more jagged than is observed when the degree of
polarization is ,5%. In the simulations, this level of polarization
corresponds to synchrotron emission from ,200 independent cells,
each with a randomly oriented magnetic field. Apparent rotations by
,240u are very rare in such simulations, whereas they are common
during flares of BL Lac and similar objects14.

Both synchrotron radiation and inverse Compton scattering con-
tribute to the X-ray emission from BL Lac, with synchrotron radi-
ation dominating when electrons are accelerated to energies in the
TeV range18,19. This generally causes the plot of flux density (Fn)
versus frequency (n) to steepen in the X-ray range in such a way that
the spectral index a is greater than one, where Fn / n2a. Such X-ray
spectral steepening occurs during the first flare. In contrast, the X-ray
spectrum becomes harder (a , 1) during the second flare, as is
expected if the X-rays are mostly generated by inverse Compton
scattering of optical and infrared photons.

The second flare, which started at 2005.89, is simultaneous with
the passage of the knot through the core seen on the Very Long
Baseline Array images. If the core were a standing conical shock, as
has been determined from simultaneous radio and optical polariza-
tion variability in the case of the quasar PKS 04202014 (ref. 18), the
emission would increase as the knot undergoes compression by the
shock front. The flare dies down at optical and X-ray frequencies as
the knot propagates away from the core down the expanding jet.
However, it lasts much longer at 43 GHz, at which frequency the
synchrotron radiation requires lower-energy electrons that have
longer energetic lifetimes than those emitting at higher frequencies.

In the Supplementary Information we relate the angular velocity of
the feature, inferred from the rotation of the optical polarization
vector, to the rotational velocity of the base of the magnetic field near
the black hole. We find that the rotational velocity thus obtained is
consistent with the predictions of models in which the jet is driven by
twisting magnetic fields from either the accretion disk1,3,4,5 or the
ergosphere of the black hole2,3,20,21.

The combination of densely sampled sub-milliarcsecond imaging
using the Very Long Baseline Array, polarimetry, and multiwaveband
flux measurements has allowed us to explore the inner jet of BL Lac.
Future data from more sensitive c-ray Cherenkov detectors and the
NASA Gamma-ray Large Area Space Telescope will soon allow more
refined analyses. The ability to detect emission upstream of the core
at 7-mm wavelength indicates that increasing the resolution of very-
long-baseline interferometry by adding antennas in high Earth orbits
will provide more detailed direct imaging of the inner jets of active
galactic nuclei.

Received 17 January; accepted 6 March 2008.
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Figure 3 | Proposed model for the inner jet of BL Lac. A shock propagates
down the jet along a spiral streamline. The first flare occurs during the last
240u twist of the streamline before the flow straightens and becomes
turbulent. The passage of the feature through the millimetre-wave core
stimulates the second flare. A logarithmic scale of distance from the black
hole, shown in terms of the Schwarzschild radius (RS), is used to illustrate
phenomena on various scales.
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Figure 1.12. Stationary standing shock model for the inner jet of a blazer population
(BL Lacertae) from Marscher et al. (2008). A shock propagates down the jet along a
spiral streamline. The first flare occurs during the last 240 deg twist of the streamline
before the flow straightens and becomes turbulent. The passage of the feature through
the millimeter-wave core stimulates the second flare. A logarithmic scale of distance from
the central black hole, shown in the unit of RS).
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(1974) discussed an evolution scenario of large-scale double radio sources, and the basic

idea is briefly summarized as follows:

1. Well-collimated jets are launched from the vicinity of SMBH in opposite directions.

2. The jets travel, while keeping almost collimated shape, for distances of sometimes

up to a few Mpc.

3. The jets collide with the surrounding ambient medium, and bulk kinetic energy of

jet is dissipated by the strong terminal shocks which are identified as hotspots.

4. Due to shock wave heating, accelerated high-energy particles emanate from the

hotspots to create backflows, and form radio lobe.

5. Shocked relativistic plasma expands sideways and envelopes the whole jet system

and this is called cocoon.

This evolution scenario of large-scale double radio sources was tested by synchrotron

aging theory (e.g., Pacholczyk, 1970). This theory is based on the idea that the plasma

close to the hotspots shows a younger age than that far from the hotspots. Then, the

ages of radio sources were estimated as ∼ 106 − 107 years (e.g., Alexander and Leahy,

1987; Carilli et al., 1991).

Powerful FR1 and FR2 radio galaxies can have a significant impact on the environment

in the host galaxies, since their sizes of structure are comparable to that of the host

galaxies, sometimes beyond. The coevolution of SMBHs and galaxies has been discussed

by many reseachers who say that AGN feedback may be a key mechanism in regulating

the growth of SMBHs and also in preventing star formation of galaxies (e.g., King, 2003;

Murray et al., 2005; Granato et al., 2004; Kawata and Gibson, 2005; Okamoto et al.,

2008).

However, it is not well-understood how we should treat AGN feedback associated

with AGN jets, because we do not understand how small, young radio sources evolve into

FR1 and FR2 galaxies. Thus, in order to understand AGN feedback, it need to explore

conditions under which small, young radio sources can pass through a dense ambient

medium within host galaxies.

Based on the evolution scenario mentioned above, we expect that young radio galaxies

are compact. Actually, a large number of compact, bright double-lobe radio sources as

compact symmetric objects (CSOs), whose overall size is ≤ 1 kpc, have been discovered

(Wilkinson et al., 1994; Fanti et al., 1995; Readhead et al., 1996b,a). The structure of

CSOs resemble that of large-scale double radio sources, except for the extremely compact

size. This hypothesis is verified by estimating their age based on direct measurements of

the advance speed of hotspots of several CSOs (e.g., Owsianik et al., 1998; Taylor et al.,

2000; Polatidis and Conway, 2003; Nagai et al., 2006). They showed that the advance

speed is typically ∼ 0.1c, indicatig a dynamical age of ∼ 102 − 104 years which implies

that CSOs are possible candidates as the progenitors of large-scale double radio sources.
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Kawakatu et al. (2008) examined the evolution of various sizes of 117 radio galaxies

by comparing the relation between the hotspot size and the projected linear size (Figure

1.13) with a coevolution model of hotspots and a cocoon (Kawakatu and Kino, 2006).

They categorized radio galaxies into three groups according to their projected hotspot

distance from the core (lh); CSOs (lh ≤ 1 kpc), medium-size symmetric objects (MSOs;

1 ≤ lh ≤ 10 kpc), FR2 radio galaxies (lh ≥ 1 kpc). They found that the advance velocity

of hotspots and lobes (vHS) inevitably show the deceleration phase (CSO-MSO phase;

vHS ∝ l−1
h ) and the acceleration phase (MSO-FR2 phase; vHS ∝ l0.3h ). They predict that

only CSOs whose initial advance velocity (at the time when the two-dimensional (2D)

phase (cocoon head (Ah) growth phase) starts (5 pc from the center of the galaxy)) is

higher than ∼ 0.1c can evolve into FR2 galaxies, comparing the hotspot speed with the

sound speed of the ambient medium. These results indicate that the advance velocity of

hotspots during the 1D phase (constant Ah phase) controls the fate of CSOs. In order to

understand the evolution of young radio sources, it is necessary to reveal the end of the

1D phase of hotspot evolution. Thus, we need to discover the candidates for ultracompact

symmetric radio source (e.g., lh < 5 pc) such as high-frequency peaker (HFP). This class

of sources has been intensively observed, and a large number of the sources are being

detected (e.g., Orienti et al., 2007), using high-resolution VLBI (e.g., Snellen, 2008). It

is very important to unveil the physical conditions for the transitions from 1D phase to

2D phase as well as to predict the fate of CSOs.

1.2 Aim of the Dissertation

AGN jet is a key feedback processes for galaxy evolution, since jet can heat intragalactic

gas and prevent gas from cooling and forming stars. Thus, it is inevitable to ignore

influences of AGN jets, considering galaxy formation and evolution. However, formation

and evolution mechanisms for AGN jets are still unclear. It is necessary to unveil the

physics of the vicinity of jet nozzle in order to understand the formation process of

radio jet. The jet base can be spatially resolved by VLBI. Then, I studied the physical

conditions in the vicinity of jet nozzle of nearby radio galaxy 3C 84 with VLBI.

1.3 Review of 3C 84

As described in § 1.1, radio-loud AGNs often have relativistic jets emanating from the

vicinities of central SMBH. Radio galaxies are belived to be misaligned radio-loud AGNs

within the unified model of AGN (Urry and Padovani, 1995). Thus, these are ideal

sources to explore general properties of AGN jets since the misalignment of the jet axis

with the line of sight provides a detailed view of the structure in the jet.

The bright radio source 3C 84 is associated with the giant elliptical galaxy NGC 1275

(z = 0.0176: Petrosian et al., 2007), which is a dominant member of the Perseus cluster
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andMSOs should decrease. This effect is more serious in smaller
sources. As a result, the slope in CSO-MSO phase would be
more inverted (a > 1:34! 0:02) but the starting point of slope
change would be unchanged. Intensive study by JS00 found a
similar change in slope, but the change occurred around"20 kpc.
They selected the sample observed with similar nb among CSOs,
MSOs, and FR II sources. However, their sample contains many
FR II sources for which the hot spot sizes have been determined
as only upper limits due to lack of angular resolution. This would
make the starting point of the slope change unclear.

Finally, we comment on the projection effect. To be precise,
our estimated size of the hot spot is not intrinsic size but the size
projected onto the celestial plane. However, our sample was re-
stricted to the sources with relatively symmetric lobes. We ex-
cluded the one-sided sources. Thus the difference in the jet axis is
not so large among the sources, and affects the estimation of the
size by no more than a factor of a few.

Overall, even if we allow for possible uncertainties discussed
above, the trend of the rHS-lh relation would not be changed. It
seems reasonable to suppose that the slope change occurs around
1 kpc.

2.2. Advance Speed

Figure 2 shows the advance speed of hot spots (vHS). For
CSOs, vHS has been directly measured by VLBI observations. In
the case of CSOs where the hot spot motion was measured rel-
ative to the counter hot spot (so-called the separation rate, vsep),
we estimated vHS as vsep /2. On the other hand, the vHS of FR II
sources has not beenmeasured directly.We therefore adopted the
vHS of MSOs and FR II sources estimated by the synchrotron age
constraints (Alexander et al. 1984; Carilli et al. 1991; Liu et al.
1992; Klein et al. 1995; Mack et al. 1998; Parma et al. 1999;
Murgia et al. 1999; Schoenmakers et al. 2000; Jamrozy et al.

2005), which is estimated by the break frequency of radio spec-
tra caused by the synchrotron aging.We adopted the vHS ofMSOs
only from the lobe-dominated source (classified type A inMurgia
et al. 1999). We summarize the data of vHS in Table 2.

As we show in the following, there are a number of biases and
uncertainties in the estimation of vHS. We should conclude that
the evolution of vHS relative to lh is not clear at this moment. We
do not therefore argue in favor of the evolutionary model based
on the observational data of vHS.

First, the apparent absence of CSOs with vHS <" 0:1c is pos-
sibly due to the observational biases. In Figure 3 we show the
apparent velocity of the hot spots of CSOs with respect to red-
shift of the source. Each parameter is listed in Table 3. Apparent
velocity of less than"10 !as yr#1 has not been detected. This is
probably due to a lack of angular resolution. Apparent velocity
of "10 !as yr#1 corresponds to "0.1 c in z > 0:1, so that it is
possible to conclude that the apparent absence of vHS < 0:1c in
CSOs is due to biases introduced by the detection limits.

Second, the synchrotron age estimates are more uncertain than
the kinematic age estimates. Primary uncertainty in the estimation
of synchrotron age is the magnetic field. Although the minimum-
energy condition is highly uncertain, the minimum-energy field
is usually adopted due to the lack of better estimation. Since the
synchrotron age strongly depends on the magnetic field rather
than the break frequency (tsyn / B#1:5"#0:5

b ), uncertainty of mag-
netic fieldmakes it difficult to relate the source age. Therefore, vHS
of MSOs and FR II sources aremore unreliable than that of CSOs.

Finally, a direct comparison of vHS between MSOs and FR II
sources is not acceptable because the estimation method of vHS
is different between MSOs and FR II sources. Basically, vHS of
FR II sources is calculated by the linear fit to the observed syn-
chrotron age distribution across the lobe as vHS of FR II sources
(cf. Fig. 3 in Alexander et al. 1984). On the other hand, the ad-
vance velocities of MSOs in Murgia et al. (1999) are estimated
in a different way.Murgia et al. calculated the break frequency by
fitting the integrated spectra to the continuous injection model
(CI model). Then they estimated vHS as lh /tCI, where tCI is the
synchrotron age estimated from the break frequency of theCImodel
spectrum. The main concern of this method is that the integrated
spectrum could contain not only the lobe emission but also the
core and jet emission. To be precise, the estimated synchrotron
age is the mean particle age of these components. The electrons

Fig. 1.—Relation of hot spot size (rHS) and hot spot distance from the core
(lh). Crosses with arrows indicate the upper limit. The solid line corresponds to
the best-fit for the sources where 10#3 kpc $ lh $ 1 kpc, whereas the dashed
line corresponds to that for the sources where 1 kpc $ lh $ 103 kpc. Note that
upper limit data were not included in the fittings.

Fig. 2.—Relation of hot spot velocity (vHS) and hot spot distance from the
core (lh). Plus signs, stars, and crosses represent CSOs, MSOs, and FR II radio
galaxies, respectively. [See the electronic edition of the Journal for a color
version of this figure.]
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Figure 1.13. Relation between hotspot size (rHS) and hotspot distance from the core (lh)
from Kawakatu et al. (2008). Crosses with arrows represents the upper limit. The solid
line corresponds to the best-fit for the sources where 10−3 < lh < 1 kpc, whereas the
dashed line corresponds to that for the sources where 1 < lh < 103 kpc. Upper limit data
were not used in the fittings.

where d is the radial distance from the center of the galaxy. The
cross-sectional area of the cocoon body is given by

Ac(t) ¼ !l 2c / t X ;

where lc ¼
R t

tmin
vc(t 0)dt 0 is the radius of the cocoon body. Here

tmin is the time from when the two-dimensional (2D) phase (Ah

growth phase) starts. On a free parameter X, we can constrain the

value of X, in comparison with numerical simulations. We will
discuss this issue later. Assuming that Ah /r

2
HS is constant in time,

the quantities of hot spots (rHS, vHS and PHS) can be described in
terms of the length from the center of the galaxy to the hot spot
(lh) as follows:

rHS / l

X ("2þ0:5")(""2)þ3""4
2X ("2þ0:5")þ6

h / l Srh ; ð1Þ

vHS / l

2"X (2"0:5")
X ("2þ0:5")þ3
h / l Svh ; ð2Þ

PHS / l

X (2"0:5")(""2)þ4"3"
X ("2þ0:5")þ3

h / l
Sp
h ; ð3Þ

where Sr, Sv , and Sp represent the values of the exponents of the
hot spot radius, advance velocity, and pressure, respectively. We
apply the conditions of Y & X ("2þ 0:5")þ 3 > 0, which make
the contribution at tmin in the integration of lh ¼

R t
tmin

vHS(t 0)dt 0 /
tY " tYmin small enough. In other words, we do not consider the
case that the lifetimes of compact radio sources are much longer
than those of extended radio sources because this is unrealistic.
Here, let us consider the " and X dependence on the advance

velocity of hot spots for fixed physical quantities at t ¼ tmin. Con-
cerning " dependence in fixed X, larger " leads to a weaker de-
celeration effect on vHS due to smaller #a. Also, in order to keep
the constant velocity of sideways expansion, larger " predicts
smaller cocoon pressure Pc because of Pc ¼ #av 2c . Next we con-
sider the X dependence. Larger X leads to larger Ac and vc, and
thus the largerPc is required because of Pc ¼ #av2c . Thus, the slower
vHS is needed in order to satisfy the energy conservation in the
cocoon, that is, PcAcvHS ¼ const. In summary, larger (smaller)
" and smaller ( larger) X leads to acceleration (deceleration) of
hot spot velocity.

TABLE 3

Apparent Separation Rate (vapp) between Hot Spots

Source z

vapp
($as) Reference

0108+388 .......................... 0.699 9.27 ' 1.21 1

0710+439 .......................... 0.518 17 ' 1 2

1031+567 .......................... 0.4597 14.6 ' 4.8 3

1245+676 .......................... 0.1071 34.9 ' 1.8 4

1943+546 .......................... 0.263 25 ' 2 2

2352+495 .......................... 0.238 32.7 ' 11 3

OQ208............................... 0.0766 32 ' 20 5

CTD93............................... 0.473 23 ' 7.7 6

3C 84a ............................... 0.0183 270 ' 70 7

J1111+1955 ....................... 0.299 <10 8

J1414+4554....................... 0.19 <14 8

J1734+0926....................... 0.61 <8 8

1946+708 .......................... 0.101 <60 9

J1934"638a....................... 0.183 <30 10

a We measure vapp between the core and hot spot.
References.— (1) Owsianik et al. 1998; (2) Polatidis & Conway 2003;

(3) Taylor et al. 2000; (4) Marecki et al. 2003; (5) Wang et al. 2003; (6) Nagai
et al. 2006; (7) Asada et al. 2006; (8) Gugliucci et al. 2005; (9) Taylor & Vermeulen
1997; (10) Tzioumis et al. 1989.

Fig. 4.—Schematic picture of the evolution of radio sources. The aspect ratio of the cocoon is defined as R ¼ lc /lh.
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Figure 1.14. Schematic view of the evolution of radio sources from Kawakatu et al. (2008).
The aspect ratio of the cocoon is defined as R = lc/lh.
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the jet axis, PHSAhc ¼ const, the sideways expansion velocity
decreases more slowly compared with the advance speed of hot
spots, e.g., vc / l"0:44

h
for vHS / l"1

h . Thus, the aspect ratio ap-
proaches unity since the aspect ratio of the cocoon can be described
as R # Pc /PHS / v2c /v

2
HS. In the same manner, it is possible to

explain the evolution of the cocoon shape in theMSO-FR II stage,
vc / l"0:27

h for vHS / l 0:3h .
Recently, we have noticed a very interesting radio source

(3C 353) whose radio morphology can be well explained by the
present model. 3C 353 is an FR II radio galaxy residing on the
edge of the cluster and has asymmetric radio lobes, namely,
the east lobe is spherical while the west lobe is elongated. Thanks
to the new XMM-Newton observation, it has been found that the
east lobe is located in a denser region than the west lobe (Goodger
et al. 2008). From the above discussion, the spherical structure of
the east lobe can be understood due to the stronger interaction
with the ambient medium than the west lobe. If this is the case, it
is predicted that the advance speed of the east lobe and east hot
spot is slower than that of the west lobe. In future, the advance
speed of the east lobe and hot spot will approach the sound veloc-
ity of the ambient medium. Then, the east lobe’s radio morphology
will change from FR II into FR I type. Such radio galaxies would
be observed as hybrid morphology radio sources (HYMORS),
which have clear radio lobes with two different morphologies
(e.g., Gopal-Krishna & Wiita 2000; Gawroński et al. 2006). In
order to understand the origin of HYMORS, i.e., the origin of
FR I /FR II dichotomy, it would be important to measure the
mass density profile around HYMORS.

5. PREDICTION OF FATE OF CSOs: DEAD OR ALIVE?

In x 4 we found that the observed rHS-lh relation indicates that
the advance speed decelerates in the CSO-MSO stage and accel-
erates in the MSOYFR II stage. However, some CSOs would

evolve into some other type of radio source like low-power ex-
tended radio galaxies (FR I radio galaxies), since$10 kpc scale
dyingMSOs, which do not evolve into FR II radio galaxies, have
been discovered (Parma et al. 2007).
Thus, we need to further investigate in this section the fate

of CSOs, or which kinds of CSOs can evolve into FR II sources.
To this aim, we compare the predicted evolution of vHS with the
sound velocity of the ambient medium, cs, because the cocoon
can expand onlywhen vHS > cs. As for the slope of ambient mat-
ter density, we assume ! (lh < 1 kpc) ¼ 0 and ! (lh > 1 kpc) ¼
1:5 (see x 4.2). Correspondingly, the behavior of vHS can be de-
termined as vHS / l"1

h for lh < 1 kpc and vHS / l 0:3h for lh >
1 kpc (see eqs. [7] and [8]). The hot ambient-gas temperature,
Tg is measured in the range of Tg ¼ 5 ; 106 K " 2 ; 107 K, i.e.,
cs ¼ (5kTg /3mp)

1=2 # 7 ; 10"4c" 1:4 ; 10"3c, where cs is the
sound velocity of the ambient medium (e.g., Trinchieri et al.
1986), k is the Boltzman constant, and mp is the proton mass.

Figure 8 shows the evolution of hot spot velocity for three
initial advance speeds of the ambient medium with vHS(lh;2D) ¼
0:01, 0.1 and 0.5 c, where lh;2D % vHS(lh;2D)tmin is the distance
from the core at which the 2D phase (Ah growth phase) starts.
Here we suppose lh;2D ¼ 5 pc from Figure 1.
As seen in Figure 8, we find that CSOs can evolve into FR II

sources, passing through MSOs for any lh when vHS(lh;2D) is
larger than about 0.1 c because of vHS(lh) > cs. On the other
hand, when vHS(lh;2D) is less than about 0.1 c, vHS is comparable
to the sound velocity of hot spots during the CSO-MSO phase
(lh < 1 kpc).When vHS equals to cs, the matter and energy of the
cocoon mix with the ambient medium. After that, the cocoon ex-
pands subsonically like a sonic boom (Churazov et al. 2000, 2001;
Reynolds et al. 2001; Brighenti & Mathews 2002; Zanni et al.
2003). These results indicate that the advance speed of hot spots
during the 1D phase (constant Ah) controls the fate of CSOs.

Fig. 7.—Schematic picture of the evolution of a cocoon morphology derived from our predictions (see Fig. 6).
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Figure 1.15. Schematic view of the evolution of a cocoon morphology derived from the
predictions from Kawakatu et al. (2008).

Thus, the fate of CSOs can be divided into two cases as
follows:

1. The fate of CSOs with low vHS(lh;2D) <! 0:1 c.—The hot
spots velocity is comparable to the sound velocity of ambient
matter at the MSO stage (<1 kpc). Consequently, the ambient
gas may be heated up since the relativistic plasma within the co-
coon leaks into the ambient medium. The cocoon morphology is
distorted in the MSO phase. After that, radio sources would ex-
pand with the sound velocity. Thus, the evolutionary sequence
appears as follows: CSO ! MSO ! FRI.

2. The fate of CSOwith high vHS(lh;2D) >! 0:1 c.—The CSOs
can evolve into FR II sources, passing through MSOs whose co-
coon shape is spherical. Namely, the evolutionary sequence is as
follows: CSO ! MSO ! FR II.

The above predicted cocoon morphology of MSOs may co-
incide with observations in which the fraction of distorted mor-
phology of MSOs is higher than that of CSOs (Saikia et al. 1995;
O’Dea 1998; Dallacasa et al. 2002a, 2002b; Parma et al. 2007).
Moreover, with respect to case 1, Drake et al. (2004) observed
radio-weak CSOs from the IRAS survey, then they found that
radio-weak CSOs are young (<106 yr) and show slightly irregu-
lar morphology radio sources (also see Kunert-Bajraszewska
et al. 2005). Therefore, such radio-weak CSOs may be young
counterparts of!1 kpc scale low-power compact radio sources
(Giroletti et al. 2007). Such low-power CSOs might be observed
as the dying MSOs (e.g., Parma et al. 2007). As another possi-
bility, low-power CSOs may be the progenitors of FR I radio
galaxies because the radio lobes expandwith"cs , and then the pro-
jected linear size of radio sources can reach!30 kpc (=10#3 c ;
108 yr) if the typical age of FR I radio galaxies is"108 yr (Parma
et al. 1999). If this is the case, the origin of the FR I /FR II
dichotomy could be related to the difference in initial advance
speed of hot spots vHS;1D which depend on Lj and !a (see x 3).

Moreover, these findings impact on AGN feedback associated
with AGN jets. The influence of AGN activity on the evolution
of the host galaxy is now a hot and timely topic. It has been sug-
gested that the AGN bubbles quench star formation and regulate

the SMBH growth, and consequently the local BH-to-bulge rela-
tion can be well reproduced (e.g., Silk & Rees 1998; King 2003).
However, we should recall that their conclusions rely on the dy-
namical evolution of AGN bubbles with the constant shock ve-
locity (vHS ¼ const), assuming a singular isothermal hot ambient
distribution (!a / r#2). However, as wementioned, the constant
velocity model does not match with our predictions derived from
the actual evolution of young radio sources. Therefore, we must
reconsider the conditions that AGN feedback due to AGN jets
works effectively. This is left for our future work.

Finally, it is of value to mention what we should do as future
observations, to reveal the dynamical evolution of radio sources
as follows:

1. We need to evaluate the accurate vHS of MSOs in future
VLBI observations, to test the deceleration and acceleration of
hot spot velocity. At the same time, it is important to estimate the
advance velocity of hot spots for FR II radio galaxies by kine-
matic studies because most vHS for them have been derived by
synchrotron-aging work only.

2. In order to confirm the evolution of the cocoon shape we
predict here (see Fig. 7), it is worth systematically measuring the
aspect ratio of cocoons for CSOs, MSOs, and FR II radio galax-
ies. But the emission of the cocoon body is very faint in general
due to the synchrotron cooling, and thus it would be hard to
assess the clear shape of a cocoon (i.e., Ac) by the present facility.
The sensitivity and low-frequency capability of SKA can be used
for direct measurement of cocoon morphology, since the cooling
effect is smaller at lower frequency. Instead of the direct mea-
surement of the cocoon shape, it is also important to measure
the morphology of radio lobes, i.e., A1=2

h /lh (see Fig. 4) as far as
Ac / Ah is a reasonable assumption.

3. In the present paper we impose the idea that the initial
advance velocity of hot spots, vHS(lh;2D), may be interpreted by
the differences in total kinetic energy. However, we cannot rule
out the possibility that the ambientmass density controls vHS(lh;2D).
Thus, it is crucial to systematically explore whether there is a sig-
nificant difference in ambient mass density for CSOs,MSOs, and
FR II radio galaxiess. For this purpose, the search for cold gas via
molecular gas and 21 cm H i is very useful using future facilities
with high spatial resolution such as ALMA and SKA. At the same
time, the study of diffuse hot gas will be also important using
future X-ray satellites with high sensitivity and high spatial res-
olution such as XEUS (X-Ray EvolvingUniverse Spectrometer)
and Constellation-X.

4. In order to reveal the end of the 1D phase of hot spot evo-
lution, it is necessary to discover and elucidate the candidates for
ultracompact symmetric radio sources (e.g., lh < 5 pc) such as
high-frequency peakers (HFPs). These have been intensively
observed, and a growing number of the sources are being de-
tected (e.g., Dallacasa et al. 2000; Tinti et al. 2005; Orienti et al.
2007), using high-resolution VLBI such as VSOP-2 (see also
Snellen 2008). This is very important not only to predict the fate
of CSOs, as we mentioned, but also to reveal the physical con-
ditions for the transitions from 1D phase to 2D phase.

5. It is worth exploring whether radio-weak CSOs, including
radio-quiet AGNs (Seyfert galaxies and radio-quiet quasars) fol-
low the same rHS-lh diagram. The present model predicts that the
observed rHS-lh relation of bright radio sources holds radio-weak
sources as far as the AGN jets are composed of the relativistic
plasma. So far, it has been very difficult to measure the hot spot
properties (e.g., size and velocity) because of the faintness of low-
powered jet sources. However, future low-frequency radio tele-
scopes (e.g., LOFAR and SKA) are ideal tools for understanding

Fig. 8.—Our predictions of evolution of vHS, i.e., vHS / l#1
h for lh < 1 kpc

and vHS / l 0:3h for lh > 1 kpc. The black solid lines denote the evolution of vHS
for vHS(lh;2D) ¼ 0:01, 0.1, and 0.5 c, where lh;2D ¼ 5 pc. The upper shaded re-
gion represents the evolutionary path from CSOs into FR II radio galaxies. The
lower shaded region shows the range of sound velocity of the ambient medium,
i.e., 7 ; 10#4c < cs < 1:4 ; 10#3c (5 ; 106 K < Tg < 2 ; 107 K), whereTg is the
temperature of the ambient medium. [See the electronic edition of the Journal for
a color version of this figure.]
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Figure 1.16. Predictions of evolution of vHS from Kawakatu et al. (2008). vHS ∝ l−1
h for

lh < 1 kpc and vHS ∝ l0.3h for lh > 1 kpc. The black solid lines denote the evolution
of vHS for vHS(lh 2D) = 0.01, 0.1and0.5c, where lh 2D = 5 pc. The upper shaded region
indicates the evolutionary path from CSOs into FR2 radio galaxies. The lower shaded
region represents the range of sound velocity of the ambient medium, 7 × 10−4c < cs <
1.4× 10−3c (5× 106 < Tg < 2× 107 K), where Tg is the temperature of the surrounding
ambient medium.
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Figure 1.17. A Hubble Space Telescope optical image of galaxy NGC 1275. NGC 1275
is the central, dominant member of the large and relatively nearby Perseus Cluster of
Galaxies. The red filaments consist of cool gas suspended by a magnetic field, and are
surrounded by the ∼ 6×107 K hot gas in the center of the Perseus galaxy cluster. Image
is 3.87 arcmin across. A thick bar at the bottom left corner corresponds to 60 arcsec
(20 kpc). Credit: NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage (STScI/AURA)-ESA/Hubble
Collaboration (http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/archive/releases/2008/28/image/b/)

(see Figure 1.17). The radio emission continues on larger scales, and shows a clear inter-

action with the hot cluster gas. Observations with X-ray satellites (ROSAT ; Boehringer

et al. (1993) and Chandra; Fabian et al. (2003, 2006)) unveil the presence of cavities in the

gas, indicating that the jets of 3C 84 have blown multiple bubbles in the hot intracluster

medium. The Perseus cluster is the nearest and best source of a prototypical “cooling

core” cluster: the radiative cooling time of the X-ray emitting gas is considerably shorter

than the age of the universe. Heating by the central AGN is believed to be responsible

for balancing the radiative cooling. However, it is not well-understood that the exact

mechanisms of transportation and dissipation of energy.

Its proximity allows us to investigate not only large-scale structures, but also the

central subparsec-scale region, where the jet nozzle is located, with the high angular

resolution provided by observations with VLBI. Therefore, 3C 84 is an ideal source to

study the formation mechanism of relativistic jet powered by SMBH and the interaction

between the jets and ambient medium in the vicinity of the SMBH.

3C 84 is an uncommon source exhibiting intermittent jet activity. Its radio morphol-

ogy has multiple lobe-like features with different position angles on broad spatial scales

from pc to ∼ 10 kpc (e.g., Pedlar et al., 1990; Walker et al., 2000, see Figure 1.18). 3C 84

also shows pairs of 100 kpc-scale X-ray bubbles misaligned with each other (Dunn et al.,
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Figure 1.18. Intermittent jet activities of 3C 84. Multiple lobe-like features with different
position angles from parsec to 10-kpc scales in radio morphology can be seen.

2006).

In the central 5–10 pc scale region, 3C 84 has two-sided compact radio jets/lobes,

which were probably formed by the jet activity originating in the 1959 flare (Vermeulen

et al., 1994; Walker et al., 1994, 2000; Asada et al., 2006). The morphology of 3C

84 is similar to Compact Symmetric Objects (CSOs: Readhead et al., 1996a) as well

as a Fanaroff-Riley type-I radio galaxy (e.g., Dhawan et al., 1998). Despite CSO-like

morphology, it is not a genuine young radio source because of the presence of large scale

morphology. According to the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) observation at 43 GHz

in the 1990’s, Dhawan et al. (1998) revealed that the inner 0.5 pc of the core has bright

knots of emission located along a line with multiple sharp bends. These bends may

also reflect a precessing jet nozzle, or three-dimensional hydrodynamic Kelvin-Helmholtz

instabilities in 3C 84 (Dhawan et al., 1998), but no one has directly observed the wobbling

motion of a particular component.

3C 84 did not undergo significant enhancement in the jet activities in the central

subparsec-scale region during 1959 and early 2000s, which was observationally suggested

by monotonical decrease in its radio flux density. However, monitoring observation at

14.5 GHz with a single-dish radio telescope at the University of Michigan Radio Astron-

omy Observatory (UMRAO) has detected brightening restarting in 2005 (Abdo et al.,

2009a, see Figure 1.19). Using the VLBI Exploration Radio Astrometry (VERA) at 22

GHz for 14 epochs from 2006 to 2009, Nagai et al. (2010) found that this activity was as-

cribed to the central subparsec-scale region, accompanying the ejection of the new bright

component (C3). Therefore, 3C 84 is an adequate source for studying ongoing recurrent
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Figure 5. (Upper) Historical γ -ray activity of 3C 84 measured above 100 MeV.
COS-B flux in this energy range was estimated by assuming a differential spectral
index of Γ = 2.0. (Lower) A long-term radio light curve of 3C 84 taken with
the UMRAO at 14.5 GHz between 1974 February and 2008 December. Data
are binned with daily averages. The radio light curve is in a rising state during
the Fermi observations.

of NGC 1275 may decrease gradually over four months, and
there are some hints of spectral evolution as well. However, the
hypothesis of constancy cannot be rejected, with χ2 = 12.2
and 12.4 for 16 degrees of freedom, for flux and photon index
variations, respectively.68 We checked that the contaminant
src_A does not vary. We independently checked the light curve
using gtexposure, taking a small ROI radius of r = 2◦ to
reduce the contamination from diffuse background and nearby
sources. We assumed the spectral photon index of Γ = 2.2, and
background was subtracted from nearby region of the same ROI
radius. The results were consistent with what has been obtained
with gtlike. Further long-term monitoring of this source is
important. Since the source is apparently variable on longer
timescale, year-scale variability is naturally expected as we will
discuss below.

3. RADIO OBSERVATIONS

In the radio, the University of Michigan Radio Astronomy
Observatory (UMRAO) have monitored 3C 84 since 1965. The
UMRAO variability program utilizes a 26 meter prime focus
paraboloid equipped with transistor-based radiometers which
operate at the central frequencies 4.8, 8.0, and 14.5 GHz;
the bandwidths are 560, 760, and 1600 MHz, respectively. A
typical observation consists of 8–16 individual measurements
obtained over a 20–40 minute time interval. The flux scale
is set by observations of Cassiopeia A (e.g., see Baars et al.
1977). Further details of the UMRAO calibration and data
analysis procedures are given in Aller et al. (1985). Figure 5
shows a long-term light curve of 3C 84 measured at 14.5 GHz,
taken by the UMRAO from 1974 February to 2008 December.
Interestingly, the radio flux density reached a maximum between
1980 and 1985 (the COS B era), and then substantially faded
out after 1990 (O’Dea et al. 1984; Teräsranta et al. 2004) when

68 NGC 1275 is flagged as a variable source in the Fermi LAT bright γ -ray
source list (Table 6 of Abdo et al. 2009). This is because they have fixed the
spectral index of each source to the best-fit value over the full interval to avoid
large error bars in the flux estimates, while both flux and photon index are free
to vary in the fit of this paper. Further long-term monitoring is thus important
to confirm the variability of this source.

EGRET was observing. This trend appears similar to the optical
activities of this source (Nesterov et al. 1995; Pronik et al. 1999).
Furthermore, the UMRAO light curve shows a flare (or a rising
state) starting in 2005, which could be interpreted as an ejection
of new jet components.

In fact, the Monitoring Of Jets in Active galactic nuclei with
VLBA Experiments (MOJAVE; Lister et al. 2009) 15 GHz
VLBA observations of 3C 84, taken simultaneously with Fermi
on 2008 August 25, show a significant brightening of the cen-
tral sub-parsec-scale structure, indicating that a flare is hap-
pening in the innermost jet region (Figure 6). This brighten-
ing might be connected to the γ -ray activity detected. The
1–22 GHz instantaneous radio spectrum of 3C 84 was also
observed with the 600 meter ring radio telescope RATAN-600
of the Special Astrophysical Observatory, Russian Academy
of Sciences, located in Zelenchukskaya, Russia, on 2008
September 11 and 12. The continuum spectrum was measured
on both days quasi-simultaneously (within several minutes) in
a transit mode at six different bands with the following central
frequencies (and frequency bandwidths): 0.95 GHz (0.03 GHz),
2.3 GHz (0.25 GHz), 4.8 GHz (0.6 GHz), 7.7 GHz (1.0 GHz),
11.2 GHz (1.4 GHz), and 21.7 GHz (2.5 GHz). Details on the
method of observation, data processing, and amplitude calibra-
tion are described in Kovalev et al. (1999). An average spectrum
is used for the spectral energy distribution (SED).

4. DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

In the previous sections, we have reported the detection of
γ -ray emission from NGC 1275 during the initial sky survey
with Fermi, and historical and contemporaneous radio observa-
tions with UMRAO, RATAN, and MOJAVE. Although excess
γ -ray emission around the position of this galaxy had been pre-
viously found with COS B, the association of the latter with
NGC 1275 was ambiguous, due to the relatively poor angular
resolution and low photon statistics (Strong & Bignami 1983;
see Section 1). The Fermi observations, with much improved
sensitivity and angular resolution, allow us to more precisely
determine the localization of the γ -ray source and its possible
association with NGC 1275. More intriguing is that the source
was not detected during CGRO/EGRET observations over 10
viewing periods (Reimer et al. 2003). The 2σ EGRET upper
limit to the flux is Fγ < 3.72 × 10−8 ph(>100 MeV) cm−2 s−1,
which is about a factor of seven lower than the flux measured
by Fermi/LAT, and more than an order of magnitude lower than
the COS B flux (see Figure 2). This means the source varies on
timescales shorter than years to decades, so that the emission
region size R ! ctvar ≈ 0.3 pc.

With this simple estimate, we can provide useful constraints
on whether the γ -ray emission originates from a cluster or AGN.
Although the LAT error circle is still large enough to include
both nonthermal AGN and nonthermal cluster emission, a large
fraction of the γ -ray emission measured with the Fermi LAT
must originate from within a few light years of an active region,
most likely the cluster center, on the basis of the EGRET upper
limit. Since the Perseus cluster is extended over "0.◦5 (or β
radius ∼ 0.◦3; see Section 1), corresponding to hundreds of kpc,
if the emission were extended on this size scale, it would not
have been variable and could have been detected as an extended
source with the LAT above 1 GeV, where the PSF becomes
smaller than ≈0.◦5. As seen in Figure 2, however, the observed
count distribution is consistent with a point source.

This limits the γ -ray flux from the cluster formed by
(1) p–p interactions of high-energy cosmic rays or by (2) particle

Figure 1.19. A 14.5 GHz long-term radio light curve of 3C 84 observed with a single-
dish radio telescope at the UMRAO between 1974 February and 2008 December revised
from Abdo et al. (2009a). The flux density has started brightening around 2005. Here,
1 Jy = 10−23 erg s−1 cm−2 Hz−1.

jet activity in the central subparsec-scale region. Using higher spatial resolution observa-

tions with VLBA at 43 GHz for 28 epochs from 2002 to 2008, that is, earlier epochs than

those discussed in Nagai et al. (2010), Suzuki et al. (2012) found that C3 had emerged

from the bright region (C1) before 2005, and traveled southward following a parabolic

trajectory on the celestial sphere (see Figure 1.20). Suzuki et al. (2012) also found that

the apparent speed of C3 with reference to C1 shows moderate acceleration from 0.10c

to 0.47c between 2003 November and 2008 November, but is still sub-relativistic. In

addition, Suzuki et al. (2012) measured the spectral index (α) of each component on

2008 November 27. They defined the spectral index between 43 GHz and 22 GHz as

αQ
K = log(SQ/SK)/ log(43/22), where SQ and SK are the flux density of components at

43 GHz and 22 GHz, respectively. As shown in Figure 1.21, the spectrum of C1 was flat

(αQ
K ∼ 0), whereas those of C2 and C3 were steep (αQ

K ∼ −0.9), where C2 is a bright

region already present before the emergence of C3. Thus, they interpreted C1 as the

radio core, and C2 and C3 as optically thin jet components.

In order to understand the formation mechanism of jet, it is important to study

kinematic properties in the vicinity of jet base. In this thesis, we present the detailed

kinematics in the central subparsec-scale region of 3C 84 with VERA at 22 GHz for 80

epochs from 2007 to 2013, that is, later epochs than those discussed in Suzuki et al.

(2012) and Nagai et al. (2010) in order to reveal the physical properties in the vicinity

of jet base. In particular, we investigate kinematics of C3 in detail by monitoring the

subsequent motion for non-linear trajectory found by Suzuki et al. (2012). In order to

confirm the nature of C3, we will also discuss it by approaching from light curve in a

forthcoming paper.

The redshift of 3C 84 corresponds to the angular scale of 0.353 pc mas−1 (0.1 mas yr−1 =
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Figure 1.20. Peak position of a new bright component (C3) for all 25 epochs between 2003
November 20 and 2008 November 27, superposed on the contours of 43 GHz intensity
distribution on 2008 November 27 revised from Suzuki et al. (2012). The dashed parabolic
arrow traces the average positional change of C3. The position of a radio component (C1)
is fixed at the origin.
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Figure 2. VLBA 43 GHz images from 2002 January 7 to 2008 November 27. Image sizes are 4 × 4 mas2 (1 mas corresponds to 0.353 pc). All images are convolved
with the same restoring beam of 0.3 mas in diameter. Contour levels are plotted at the level of 68.4 × n2 (n = 1, 2, 3, 4) mJy beam−1. The lowest contour is the highest
image noise rms among all images.

processes, we need to define the reference position for the ar-
gument of kinematics. In this work, we will evaluate kinemat-
ics with reference to the optically thick radio core. Thus, we
attempt to measure the spectral index of each component to
define the reference position. We measured the spectral index
α for each component at 2008 November 27, when 22 GHz
and 43 GHz observations were carried out only one day apart.
We define the spectral index between 43 GHz and 22 GHz as
αQ

K
= log(SQ/SK )/ log(43/22), where SQ and SK are the flux of

components at 43 GHz and 22 GHz, respectively. As shown in
Figure 3, the spectrum of C1 is flat (αQ

K
∼ 0) while those of C2

and C3 are steep (αQ

K
∼ −0.9). It seems natural to interpret C1

as the radio core and C2 and C3 as optically thin jet components.
Hereafter, we regard C1 as the reference position.

Figure 4 shows the change of the peak position of C3. The
motion of C3 is mostly in the north–south direction, but also
shows the motion in the east–west direction. To describe the
positional change of C3, first we set a coordinate as shown in
Figure 5. We define the x∥ axis to be parallel to the line between
the position of C1 and C3 in 2003 November 20 (position
angle = 161.◦4) and the x⊥ axis to be perpendicular to x∥. Then
we fitted the positional change of C3 using a quadratic function

Figure 3. Spectral indices of C1, C2, and C3 between 22 GHz and 43 GHz at
2008 November 27. We assume that flux error is 10% of the flux density of each
component. Spectral indices of C1, C2, and C3 are 0.06 ± 0.30, −0.92 ± 0.30,
and −0.87 ± 0.30, respectively.

4

Figure 1.21. Spectral indices (αQ
K) of C1, C2 and C3 between 22 GHz and 43 GHz on

2008 November 27 from Suzuki et al. (2012). The error of flux density is 10% of the flux
density of each component.
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0.115c) assuming H0 = 71 km s−1 Mpc−1, ΩM = 0.27, and ΩΛ = 0.73 (Komatsu et al.,

2009). The mass of the central SMBH was estimated to be 3.4× 108 M⊙ (Wilman et al.,

2005), which yields 103RS = 9.2 × 10−2 mas = 3.3 × 10−2 pc, where RS is Schwarzshild

radius.
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Observation and Data Reduction

2.1 The VERA observation at 22 GHz

In order to investigate the detailed kinematics of C3, we mainly used the GENJI pro-

gramme (Gamma-ray Emitting Notable AGN Monitoring with Japanese VLBI; Nagai

et al., 2013) data at 22 GHz (2010 November - 2013 December, 68 epochs). The GENJI

programme aims for dense sampling of gamma-ray loud AGNs using the VLBI Explo-

ration of Radio Astrometry (VERA) array, aiming for the Galactic maser astrometry

(shown in Figure 2.1). It needs to monitor a bright calibrator once in every ∼ 80 min-

utes. We use GENJI sources including 3C 84 as the calibrator. One of the goal of the

GENJI programme is to identify the radio counterpart of the gamma-ray emitting region

by comparing radio light curve with gamma-ray one. The GENJI programme also aim to

study the kinematics of the jet. We pay attention to the time variation on a time scale

shorter than one month, which provides quick follow-up observations after gamma-ray

flares. Typically, each GENJI source was monitored almost once every two weeks. Such

frequent monitoring is unexampled at 22 GHz in the northern hemisphere (see Table 2.1

about GENJI and other AGN monitoring projects). Thanks to this dense monitoring,

we can obtain rich data of 3C 84 on subparsec scales.

The VERA consists of four stations with the maximum baseline length of ∼ 2, 270

km. This corresponds to typical angular spatial resolution of ∼ 1 mas. In addition to the

GENJI programme data, we used the published data (Nagai et al., 2010, 2007 October

- 2008 May, 7 epochs) and the archival data of VERA (2009 February - 2010 February,

5 epochs) at 22 GHz. In each observation, total on-source time for 3C 84 was typically

30 minutes, consisting of 4-6 scans at different hour angles. Figure 2.2 shows a typical

interferometric uv -coverage taken on 2013 December 20.

After left-hand circular polarization radio frequency (RF) signals at 22 GHz band

were amplified by the receiver, the RF signals were mixed with the standard frequency

signal generated in the first local oscillator and converted to an intermediate frequency

(IF) signals of 4.7–7 GHz. The first local frequency was fixed at 16.8 GHz. Then, the

IF signals were mixed again with the second local frequency, and converted to baseband

35
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(0-512 MHz). The second local frequency is tunable with a possible frequency range

between 4 GHz and 7 GHz. The correction of the Doppler effect owing to the earth

rotation was carried out in the following correlation process after the observation. Thus,

the second local frequency was kept to be constant during the observation. The converted

baseband signals were sampled with 2-bit quantization by A/D converter. After that,

the digital signals were filtered with the VERA digital filter unit (Iguchi et al., 2005),

providing 16 IF-bands with a bandwidth of 256 MHz (16-MHz bandwidth per an IF-

band). The filtered signals were recorded at a rate of 1024 Mbps (Figure 2.3). 14

IF-bands (224-MHz bandwidth) of a total 16 IF-bands were assigned to 3C 84. Due to a

bandpass characteristic of an analog filter equipped in front of the digital filter, significant

signal (∼ 30%) was lost. Thus, we did not use the data of the 13th and 14th IF-bands.

Correlation processes were performed using the Mitaka FX correlator (Chikada et al.,

1991). Each correlated IF-band was dispersed into 64 channels.
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1 Introduction

This document summarizes the current observational capabilities of VERA (VLBI Ex-
ploration of Radio Astrometry), which is operated by National Astronomical Observa-
tory of Japan (NAOJ). VERA is a Japanese VLBI array to explore the 3-dimensional
structure of the Milky Way Galaxy based on high-precision astrometry of Galactic
maser sources. VERA array consists of four stations located at Mizusawa, Iriki, Oga-
sawara, and Ishigaki-jima with baseline ranges from 1000 km to 2300 km (see, figure 1).
The construction of VERA array was completed in 2002, and it is under regular opera-
tion since the fall of 2003. VERA was opened to international users in the 22 GHz band
(K band) and the 43 GHz band (Q band) from 2009. In 2011, VERA is opened
in the 6.7 GHz band (C band) tentatively. This document is intended to give
astronomers necessary information for proposing observations with VERA.

Figure 1: Array configuration
of VERA.
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2 System

Most unique aspect of VERA is “dual-beam” telescope, which can simultaneously ob-
serve nearby two sources. While single-beam VLBI significantly suffers from fluctuation
of atmosphere, dual-beam observations with VERA effectively cancel out the atmo-
spheric fluctuations, and then VERA can measure relative positions of target sources
to reference sources with higher accuracy based on the ‘phase-referencing’ technique.

3

Figure 2.1. The configuration of VERA array from VERA Status Report in 2011 (Mizu-
sawa VLBI Observatory, 2011)
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2.2 Data calibration and imaging

The observable obtained with VLBI is a complex visibility Vν(u, v) at frequency ν, and

this is two-dimensional (2D) Fourier transformation of the brightness distribution on the

plane of the sky Iν(x, y) at frequency ν, where (x, y) is a sky coordinate (usually in the

equatorial coordinate) relative to a reference position (so-called “phase-tracking center”).

The relation between Vν(u, v) and Iν(x, y) is described as

Vν(u, v) = gig
∗
j

∫∫
source

Iν(x, y)e
2πi(ux+vy)dx dy, (2.1)

where gi = |gi|eϕi is the complex gain, including amplitude and phase, of i-th antenna.

Thus, we can obtain the brightness distribution of sources when we observe visibilities

with various pairs of spatial frequency (u, v), and perform inverse Fourier transformation

of them.

gig
∗
j Iν(x, y) =

∫ ∞

u=−∞

∫ ∞

v=−∞
Vν(u, v)e

−2πi(ux+vy)du dv. (2.2)

This equation is called Van Cittert-Zernike’s theorem, and represents the relation between

the brightness distribution Iν(x, y) and visibility Vν(u, v). Actually, since observed visi-

bilities include information (complex gain in block) arising from receivers and frequency

standard when passing through the Earth’s atmosphere and observational instruments,

they are different from the real visibility. Relation between observed visibility V ij
obs and

real visibility V ij is

V ij
obs = gi(ν, t)g

∗
j (ν, t)V ij + ϵij, (2.3)

where ϵij is random noise. When we calibrate data obtained with VLBI, we estimate real

visibility from observed one by calibrating the phase and amplitude of complex gain.

Data reduction was performed using the National Radio Astronomy Observatory

(NRAO) Astronomical Imaging Processing System (AIPS) in the same way as discussed

in Nagai et al. (2013). First, we flagged the data of nine channels at both edges of each

IF-band due to a bad bandpass characteristic of the filter. Then, we normalized the

crosscorrelation by the autocorrelation.A standard a priori amplitude calibration was

performed using the AIPS task APCAL, based on measurements of the system temper-

ature (Tsys) by the chopper-wheel method during the observation, and on the aperture

efficiency provided in the VERA Status Report in 2009. The opacity correction in the

task APCAL was not performed, since the Tsys derived from the chopper-wheel method

includes the effect of atmospheric absorption. This amplitude calibration provides an

accuracy of 10%, according to a number of experiences using VERA (e.g., Petrov et al.,

2012). Since observational instruments such as antennas, receivers and bandpass filters

have bandpass characteristic, we need to calibrate bandpass characteristic in order to

obtain correct visibility. We calibrated bandpass characteristic of visibility amplitude

using autocorrelation spectra in the AIPS task BPASS, since signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio

of autocorrelation function is higher than that of crosscorrelation function. In addition,
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Figure 2.2. The interferometric uv -coverage taken on 2013 December 20.
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with a possible frequency range between 4 GHz and 7 GHz. The correction of the
Doppler effect due to the earth rotation is carried out in the correlation process after
the observation. Therefore, basically the second local oscillator frequency is kept to be
constant during the observation. Figure 11 shows a flow diagram of these signals for
the VERA.
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Figure 11: Flow diagram of signals from receiver to recorder for VERA.

2.4 Digital signal process

A/D (analog-digital) samplers convert the analog base band outputs (0–512 MHz ×
2 beams) to digital form. The A/D converters carry out the digitization of 2-bit
sampling with the bandwidth of 512 MHz and the data rate is 2048 Mbps for each
beam.

Since the total data recording rate is limited to 1024 Mbps (see the next section),
only part of the sampled data can be recorded onto magnetic tape. The data rate
reduction is done by digital filter system, with which one can flexibly choose number
and width of recording frequency bands. Observers can select modes of the digital filter
listed in the table 6 and table 7. In VERA7Q mode in the table 6, two transitions (v=1
& 2) of SiO maser in the Q band with the Beam-A can be simultaneously recorded.
For the DIR-100M system, any two CH in VERA7, VERA10, VERA7Q and VERA7C
can be simultaneously recorded. VERA7C is a mode for a single-beam observation,
such as C-band.

16

Figure 2.3. The signal-flow diagram from receivers to a recorder of VERA array from
VERA Status Report in 2011 (Mizusawa VLBI Observatory, 2011). Although the second
local frequency is tunable with a possible frequency range between 4 GHz and 7 GHz,
it was kept to be constant during the observation. This is because the correction of the
Doppler effect due to the earth rotation was carried out in the correlation process after
the observation.

autocorrelation function dose not suffer from coherence loss because phase of autocor-

relation function is always zero. Thus, autocorrelation function is suitable to calibrate

bandpass characteristic of visibility amplitude correctly. As for calibration of visibility

phase of VERA array, we need not calibrate it, since the bandpass characteristic is almost

flat. Fringe fitting was performed using the AIPS task FRING. After carefully flagging

the bad data, the data were averaged 10 sec in the time domain and over a bandpass.

At the step of imaging procedure, we constructed the initial source model with cir-

cular Gaussian distribution using modelfit implemented in the Difmap software package

(Shepherd et al., 1994), not using the CLEAN algorithm (Högbom, 1974), since it is

known that the central subparsec-scale structure of 3C 84 is spatially resolved with the

VERA synthesized beam (e.g., Nagai et al., 2010) and that side-lobe level is relatively

high due to the sparse uv -coverage sampled with VERA (see Figure 2.2). Thus, it is

difficult to distinguish signal from noise using the CLEAN algorithm. In this process, we

fitted multiple circular Gaussian model components to the visibility data. Assuming that

a model intensity distribution Imodel(x, y) includes n-parameters (p0, p1, . . . , pn−1) and is

expressed as Imodel(x, y) = F (l,m; p0, p1, . . . , pn−1), the model visibility Vmodel(u, v) is

the Fourier transform of Imodel(x, y) and expressed as Vmodel(u, v) = FT[Imodel(x, y)] =

F̂ (u, v; p0, p1, . . . , pn−1). Thus, Vmodel(u, v) also includes n-parameters. We searched the

best-fit parameters minimizing the weighted residual χ2 between the observed visibility

Vobs(u, v) and Vmodel(u, v). The weighted residual χ2 is calculated as follows,

χ2 =
N−1∑
i=0

(
Vobs(ui, vi)− Vmodel(ui, vi)

σ

)2

, (2.4)

where σ is error of the observed visibility. We used circular Gaussian models which have
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four parameters; total flux density, distance from the map center, position angle with

respect to the map center and full width at half maximum (FWHM) of peak intensity.

Next, we performed self-calibration of visibility phase and amplitude using Vmodel(u(t), v(t))

derived by modelfit process. In this process, we estimated real complex gain (g) by min-

imizing a weighted χ2 as follows,

χ2 =
∑
i, j

∫
t

1

σ2
V

∣∣Vobs(t)− Vmodel(t)
∣∣2dt

=
∑
i, j

∫
t

1

σ2
V

∣∣Vobs(t)− gig
∗
j Ṽmodel(t)

∣∣2dt (2.5)

,where σV is error of the observed visibility and Ṽmodel(t) satisfies,

Vmodel(t) = gig
∗
j Ṽmodel(t). (2.6)

In this way, we performed self-calibration adjusting the visibility phase in order to min-

imize χ2 with conserving the closure phase. We performed a number of iterations of

modelfit as well as phase self-calibration. When σV converged, then we switched to both

phase and amplitude self-calibration processes on successively shortened calibration time

(t) within a negligible change of antenna gain (∼ 8 minutes). When σV converged, the

final images were obtained after a number of iterations of modelfit, and phase and ampli-

tude self-calibration processes. In total, our dataset consists of 80 epochs of subparsec-

scale data shown in Table 2.2. Here, total model-fitted flux (Stotal) was the sum of the

flux density of all Gaussian components modeled in § 2.3 , and its error for each image

was estimated assuming the amplitude calibration error was 10% of total flux density,

according to a number of experiences using VERA (e.g., Petrov et al., 2012).
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Table 2.2. Epoch, rms, synthesized beam size, peak brightness, and total model-fitted
flux for all images.

Epoch Image noise rms Beam Ipeak Stotal

Date MJD-54397 (mJy beam−1) (mas × mas, deg) (Jy beam−1) (Jy)

(1) (2) (3) (4)

2007 Oct. 24 0 27.9 1.29× 0.76, −54.7 3.5 8.4± 0.8

2007 Nov. 20 27 42.0 1.17× 0.83, −53.4 4.4 9.9± 1.0

2007 Dec. 27 64 27.1 1.24× 0.73, −52.8 4.1 10.5± 1.0

2008 Feb. 4 103 34.9 1.27× 0.79, −58.1 4.1 9.9± 1.0

2008 Mar. 3 131 38.0 1.18× 0.75, −49.5 3.7 9.0± 0.9

2008 Apr. 15 174 27.0 1.27× 0.80, −53.8 4.7 10.6± 1.1

2008 May. 20 209 30.6 1.31× 0.78, −51.1 4.9 11.0± 1.1

2009 Feb. 19 484 10.4 1.19× 0.75, −46.6 5.1 13.7± 1.4

2009 May. 17 571 18.3 1.24× 0.83, −49.2 5.9 15.2± 1.5

2009 Sep. 23 700 18.6 1.22× 0.82, −45.7 5.4 15.0± 1.5

2009 Nov. 2 740 15.8 1.18× 0.77, −46.9 5.2 14.8± 1.5

2010 Feb. 8 838 14.5 1.20× 0.78, −42.9 5.4 14.5± 1.4

2010 Nov. 28 1131 35.0 1.23× 0.79, −54.6 6.7 16.7± 1.7

2010 Nov. 29 1132 27.3 1.25× 0.90, −64.8 6.9 15.0± 1.5

2010 Dec. 4 1137 18.2 1.26× 0.79, −45.2 7.0 16.6± 1.7

2011 Jan. 11 1175 48.3 1.21× 0.79, −45.0 6.9 18.3± 1.8

2011 Jan. 29 1193 36.9 1.18× 0.79, −49.2 6.7 18.5± 1.8

2011 Feb. 3 1198 49.2 1.24× 0.83, −39.8 6.8 17.1± 1.7

2011 Feb. 12 1207 37.2 1.37× 0.76, −74.1 7.1 19.2± 1.9

2011 Apr. 21 1275 19.8 1.23× 0.75, −62.4 7.0 18.9± 1.9

2011 May. 18 1302 33.2 1.23× 0.75, −60.7 7.2 19.1± 1.9

2011 Aug. 16 1392 26.7 1.11× 0.75, −54.6 8.4 21.2± 2.1

2011 Sep. 12 1419 53.4 1.29× 0.72, −42.3 8.8 21.5± 2.1

2011 Sep. 13 1420 19.4 1.38× 0.76, −61.8 9.2 21.4± 2.1

2011 Sep. 14 1421 3.7 1.46× 0.71, −54.8 9.1 21.5± 2.1

2011 Oct. 16 1453 29.3 1.18× 0.79, −49.3 9.3 21.8± 2.2

2011 Oct. 17 1454 19.7 1.30× 0.78, −69.8 10.2 23.8± 2.4

2011 Nov. 7 1475 24.1 1.21× 0.83, −58.6 10.5 23.8± 2.4

2011 Nov. 20 1488 19.5 1.20× 0.81, −58.0 10.4 23.8± 2.4

2011 Dec. 24 1522 27.5 1.24× 0.76, −64.0 10.2 24.5± 2.5

2012 Jan. 17 1546 25.6 1.29× 0.75, −65.3 11.0 26.3± 2.6

2012 Jan. 18 1547 28.0 1.26× 0.78, −72.8 10.7 24.4± 2.4

2012 Jan. 21 1550 62.4 1.20× 0.78, 49.7 10.5 24.0± 2.4

2012 Jan. 22 1551 18.9 1.18× 0.84, −67.8 10.5 24.9± 2.5

2012 Jan. 29 1558 30.9 1.21× 0.80, −64.2 9.8 24.3± 2.4

2012 Feb. 10 1570 25.2 1.25× 0.76, −49.4 10.2 23.4± 2.3

2012 Feb. 19 1579 25.5 1.22× 0.80, −44.6 10.7 23.7± 2.4

2012 Mar. 9 1598 29.0 1.22× 0.82, −63.9 10.7 25.9± 2.6

2012 Mar. 19 1608 22.6 1.15× 0.77, −51.0 10.3 26.8± 2.7

2012 Apr. 4 1624 32.3 1.33× 0.72, −65.7 10.6 28.6± 2.9

2012 Apr. 8 1628 29.1 1.35× 0.72, −69.4 11.1 28.7± 2.9

2012 Apr. 13 1633 29.1 1.28× 0.70, −45.7 10.6 26.1± 2.6

2012 Apr. 26 1646 38.6 1.35× 0.76, −48.6 12.0 28.1± 2.8
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Table 2.2. Epoch, rms, synthesized beam size, peak brightness, and total model-fitted
flux for all images.

Epoch Image noise rms Beam Ipeak Stotal

Date MJD-54397 (mJy beam−1) (mas × mas, deg) (Jy beam−1) (Jy)

(1) (2) (3) (4)

2012 Apr. 30 1650 24.8 1.27× 0.75, −61.7 11.9 28.4± 2.8

2012 May. 14 1664 19.1 1.17× 0.90, −0.5 11.7 24.6± 2.5

2012 May. 16 1666 92.3 1.09× 0.76, −68.0 10.9 27.7± 2.8

2012 Jun. 1 1682 24.1 1.28× 0.69, −72.8 10.9 27.3± 2.7

2012 Jun. 4 1685 28.8 1.25× 0.72, −57.9 10.6 26.8± 2.7

2012 Jul. 28 1739 31.3 1.21× 0.72, −59.5 10.1 25.8± 2.6

2012 Aug. 14 1756 28.4 1.32× 0.74, −55.4 10.9 26.5± 2.6

2012 Aug. 27 1769 26.7 1.44× 0.67, −65.1 10.1 25.9± 2.6

2012 Sep. 7 1780 69.6 1.30× 0.70, −73.4 10.3 26.9± 2.7

2012 Sep. 10 1783 29.9 1.31× 0.72, −69.3 10.3 26.1± 2.6

2012 Sep. 21 1794 24.5 1.26× 0.76, −71.0 11.0 27.4± 2.7

2012 Sep. 23 1796 29.9 1.28× 0.76, −60.5 10.8 25.5± 2.5

2012 Oct. 1 1804 24.5 1.26× 0.78, −47.1 11.1 25.2± 2.5

2013 Jan. 15 1910 31.2 1.34× 0.75, −56.7 10.5 25.1± 2.5

2013 Jan. 29 1924 31.5 1.27× 0.71, −52.2 11.0 25.9± 2.6

2013 Jan. 30 1925 36.4 1.19× 0.73, −61.0 11.0 26.2± 2.6

2013 Feb. 1 1927 42.1 1.27× 0.66, −51.3 10.2 25.0± 2.5

2013 Feb. 4 1930 37.8 1.06× 0.94, −52.1 11.5 26.2± 2.6

2013 Feb. 15 1941 27.7 1.38× 0.74, −51.5 11.5 25.8± 2.6

2013 Mar. 10 1964 18.5 1.20× 0.82, −27.3 10.8 24.1± 2.4

2013 Mar. 15 1969 26.4 1.28× 0.69, −49.6 10.5 25.2± 2.5

2013 Mar. 22 1976 45.9 1.33× 0.68, −66.3 10.3 27.2± 2.7

2013 Mar. 25 1979 34.2 1.42× 0.67, −68.1 10.4 26.9± 2.7

2013 Apr. 1 1986 28.4 1.23× 0.78, −56.0 11.1 25.7± 2.6

2013 Apr. 17 2002 44.6 1.33× 0.71, −69.8 10.2 28.2± 2.8

2013 Apr. 29 2014 36.1 1.40× 0.70, −56.4 10.5 26.6± 2.7

2013 Apr. 30 2015 48.8 1.05× 0.78, −52.7 9.7 25.4± 2.5

2013 May. 26 2041 86.6 1.10× 0.80, −67.3 10.2 27.4± 2.7

2013 Aug. 17 2124 39.7 1.25× 0.73, −57.8 10.4 26.9± 2.7

2013 Aug. 22 2129 37.5 1.19× 0.77, −50.9 10.8 27.7± 2.8

2013 Sep. 10 2148 32.3 1.29× 0.69, −44.1 10.4 25.7± 2.6

2013 Sep. 16 2154 32.8 1.29× 0.75, −61.1 10.7 27.6± 2.8

2013 Oct. 10 2178 38.9 1.24× 0.75, −48.0 11.2 28.2± 2.8

2013 Oct. 12 2180 35.4 1.32× 0.72, −54.0 11.0 29.2± 2.9

2013 Nov. 2 2201 40.6 1.23× 0.72, −59.1 10.9 31.0± 3.1

2013 Nov. 8 2207 34.7 1.16× 0.79, −58.0 11.3 29.1± 2.9

2013 Dec. 20 2249 40.6 1.19× 0.72, −57.6 10.4 30.1± 3.0

Notes.

(1) Time gap between Modified Julian Date (MJD) of the epoch and MJD 54397 (2007 Oct. 24).

(2) Major axis, minor axis, and position angle of synthesized beam.

(3) Peak brightness for each image.

(4) Total model-fitted flux and its error for each image. The amplitude calibration error is

assumed to be 10% of flux density, according to a number of experiences using VERA

(e.g., Petrov et al., 2012).
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2.3 Gaussian Model Fitting

In order to quantify the position, size, flux density of each component of 3C 84 on

subparsec scales, we modeled the source structure of the final map calibrated in § 2.2

using the task modelfit in Difmap. Unlike Nagai et al. (2010), we adopted only circular

Gaussian model components, not elliptical one, to the visibility data of each epoch in order

to avoid extremely elongated components and to facilitate comparison of the features and

their identification (e.g., Kudryavtseva et al., 2011). We judged the goodness of the fit

from relative χ2 statistic (Eq. (2.4)).

Resultant images for the epochs before 2010 December were well represented by three

major components (C1, C2, and C3; shown in § 3.1), which were the same components

as identified in Nagai et al. (2013). In addition to these three components, there was an

additional emission bridging between C1 and C3, for the epochs after 2010 December.

This additional emission was also detected in 43 GHz VERA observations for eight epochs

between 2009 and 2011 (Nagai et al., 2012). Then, we modeled this bridging emission

by using a circular Gaussian component (C4) for the epochs after 2010 December. The

choice of 3 or 4 components was verified by F -test across all epochs.

2.4 Positional Accuracy

It is important to check the positional accuracy for studying the detailed kinematics.

In the same manner as Suzuki et al. (2012), we estimated the C3 positional errors by

examining the scatters in the C3 positions with reference to the optically thick component

C1 in images between two close epochs (within 30 days separation), such that the source

structures are approximately the same in both epochs. Assuming that the apparent

motion of C3 is 0.5c, this motion will show 0.036 mas positional change (< 0.05 of typical

VERA 22 GHz beam) within 30 days. We have analyzed 60 pairs of images which are

listed in Table 2.3.

Figure 2.4 shows the differences of relative positions of C3 with respect to C1 for these

60 pairs. Each data point in Figure 2.4 is normalized with the beam size averaged between

the pair (θmean
B ). The unbiased standard deviations of sample along right ascension (σR.A.

s )

and declination (σDecl.
s ) normalized by θmean

B are 0.035 and 0.069, respectively. As shown

in Figure 2.4, we can regard histograms of the difference of C3 position as normally-

distributed, since the most bins of histograms are covered by the normal distribution

functions, especially in the tails of the distributions. Thus, assuming that each point in

Figure 2.4 is normally-distributed, the 100 (1 − α)% confidence interval of the standard

deviation of population for statistical ensemble i, σi
p, is estimated from N samples of

statistical ensemble i as

(N − 1)σi
s
2

χ2
N−1(α/2)

≤ σi
p

2 ≤ (N − 1)σi
s
2

χ2
N−1(1− α/2)

, (2.7)
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where χ2
N−1(α) is χ

2 statistic for degrees of freedom (dof) = N − 1 on which the event

χ2 ≥ χ2
N−1 happens with probability α. We apply this estimator for right ascension

ensemble (i = R.A.) and declination ensemble (i = Decl.). Given N = 60 and α = 0.05,

the standard deviation of population for both right ascension (σR.A.
p ) and declination

(σDecl.
p ) is estimated to be

0.030 ≤ σR.A.
p ≤ 0.043, (2.8)

0.059 ≤ σDecl.
p ≤ 0.085. (2.9)

Hereafter, the positional accuracy of C3 is conservatively set as 0.043θbeam for right

ascension and 0.085θbeam for declination, where θbeam is the beam size averaged for the

major-minor axis on each epoch. In the same way as mentioned above, the positional

errors of C2 and C4 are estimated (see also Figure 2.5 and 2.6). We set the positional

accuracy of C2 as 0.14θbeam for right ascension and 0.13θbeam for declination, and that of

C4 as 0.077θbeam for right ascension and 0.082θbeam for declination.
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Table 2.3. Dispersions of C3 position with reference to C1.

Pairs θmean
B ∆R.A. ∆Decl.

(mas) (beam) (beam)

(1) (2) (3) (3)

2007 Oct. 24/2007 Nov. 20 1.01 −0.005 0.022

2008 Feb. 4/2008 Mar. 3 0.99 −0.081 −0.008

2010 Nov. 28/2010 Nov. 29 1.04 0.100 −0.032

2010 Nov. 29/2010 Dec. 4 1.05 −0.006 0.015

2011 Jan. 11/2011 Jan. 29 0.99 0.098 0.017

2011 Jan. 29/2011 Feb. 3 1.01 −0.134 −0.125

2011 Feb. 3/2011 Feb. 12 1.05 0.067 0.097

2011 Apr. 21/2011 May. 18 0.99 −0.006 −0.013

2011 Aug. 16/2011 Sep. 12 0.96 −0.052 −0.029

2011 Sep. 12/2011 Sep. 13 1.04 −0.107 −0.114

2011 Sep. 13/2011 Sep. 14 1.08 0.130 −0.005

2011 Oct. 16/2011 Oct. 17 1.01 −0.081 0.021

2011 Oct. 17/2011 Nov. 7 1.03 0.061 0.006

2011 Nov. 7/2011 Nov. 20 1.01 0.003 −0.007

2011 Dec. 24/2012 Jan. 17 1.01 −0.031 0.065

2012 Jan. 17/2012 Jan. 18 1.02 −0.065 −0.045

2012 Jan. 18/2012 Jan. 21 1.00 0.258 −0.175

2012 Jan. 21/2012 Jan. 22 1.00 −0.126 0.190

2012 Jan. 22/2012 Jan. 29 1.01 −0.103 0.017

2012 Jan. 29/2012 Feb. 10 1.00 0.084 −0.084

2012 Feb. 10/2012 Feb. 19 1.01 0.002 0.009

2012 Feb. 19/2012 Mar. 9 1.02 −0.018 0.124

2012 Mar. 9/2012 Mar. 19 0.99 −0.027 −0.217

2012 Mar. 19/2012 Apr. 4 0.99 −0.145 0.190

2012 Apr. 4/2012 Apr. 8 1.03 −0.015 0.022

2012 Apr. 8/2012 Apr. 13 1.01 0.153 −0.119

2012 Apr. 13/2012 Apr. 26 1.02 −0.009 0.088

2012 Apr. 26/2012 Apr. 30 1.03 −0.100 0.023

2012 Apr. 30/2012 May. 14 1.02 0.305 −0.221

2012 May. 14/2012 May. 16 0.98 −0.305 0.254

2012 May. 16/2012 Jun. 1 0.95 0.035 −0.083

2012 Jun. 1/2012 Jun. 4 0.98 −0.011 0.025

2012 Jul. 28/2012 Aug. 14 1.00 −0.055 0.070

2012 Aug. 14/2012 Aug. 27 1.04 −0.106 0.012

2012 Aug. 27/2012 Sep. 7 1.03 0.144 −0.114

2012 Sep. 7/2012 Sep. 10 1.00 −0.030 0.007

2012 Sep. 10/2012 Sep. 21 1.01 0.111 0.114

2012 Sep. 21/2012 Sep. 23 1.01 −0.057 −0.117

2012 Sep. 23/2012 Oct. 1 1.02 0.052 −0.187

2013 Jan. 15/2013 Jan. 29 1.02 0.054 −0.109

2013 Jan. 29/2013 Jan. 30 0.98 −0.058 0.146

2013 Jan. 30/2013 Feb. 1 0.96 0.082 −0.196

2013 Feb. 1/2013 Feb. 4 0.98 −0.100 0.200

2013 Feb. 4/2013 Feb. 15 1.03 0.035 −0.169
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Table 2.3. Dispersions of C3 position with reference to C1.

Pairs θmean
B ∆R.A. ∆Decl.

(mas) (beam) (beam)

(1) (2) (3) (3)

2013 Feb. 15/2013 Mar. 10 1.04 0.228 0.010

2013 Mar. 10/2013 Mar. 15 1.00 −0.239 0.028

2013 Mar. 15/2013 Mar. 22 1.00 −0.143 0.133

2013 Mar. 22/2013 Mar. 25 1.02 −0.010 0.020

2013 Mar. 25/2013 Apr. 1 1.03 0.191 −0.042

2013 Apr. 1/2013 Apr. 17 1.01 0.032 0.023

2013 Apr. 17/2013 Apr. 29 1.03 −0.100 −0.064

2013 Apr. 29/2013 Apr. 30 0.98 0.080 0.059

2013 Apr. 30/2013 May. 26 0.93 −0.146 −0.011

2013 Aug. 17/2013 Aug. 22 0.99 0.057 −0.030

2013 Aug. 22/2013 Sep. 10 0.99 0.050 −0.192

2013 Sep. 10/2013 Sep. 16 1.01 −0.202 0.191

2013 Sep. 16/2013 Oct. 10 1.01 0.047 0.067

2013 Oct. 10/2013 Oct. 12 1.01 −0.082 −0.027

2013 Oct. 12/2013 Nov. 2 1.00 0.095 −0.016

2013 Nov. 2/2013 Nov. 8 0.97 −0.031 −0.009

Notes.

(1) Pairs of adjacent epochs with their separation ≤ 30 days

(for which the motion of components are negligible).

(2) Beam sizes averaged for the major-minor axis and two epochs.

(3) Differences of relative positions in right ascension and

declination of C3 with reference to C1 between two epochs.

These are normalized by θmean
B .
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Figure 2.4. Estimation of positional error for C3. Each point represents the difference
of C3 position with reference to C1 measured between two epochs closely separated in
time (within 30 days). These are normalized by the beam size averaged between the pair.
Thick bars correspond to the positional error for right ascension and declination direc-
tion, and are estimated to be 0.043θbeam and 0.085θbeam, respectively. Histograms of the
difference of C3 position are shown along each axis. Red dashed lines represents normal
distribution functions with the means and unbiased standard deviations of samples along
each axis. Areas of under the normal distribution functions correspond to those of the
histograms.
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Figure 2.5. Same as Figure 2.4, but for C2. Thick bars correspond to the positional
error for right ascension and declination direction, and are estimated to be 0.14θbeam and
0.13θbeam, respectively.
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Figure 2.6. Same as Figure 2.4, but for C4. Thick bars correspond to the positional
error for right ascension and declination direction, and are estimated to be 0.077θbeam
and 0.082θbeam, respectively.





3

Results

3.1 Total Intensity Image

Figure 3.1 shows the self-calibrated image of 3C 84 on 2013 December 20 (Modified Julian

Date (MJD) 56646). As described in § 2.3, the subparsec-scale structure in 3C 84 can

be represented by 3 (4) circular Gaussian components for the epochs before (after) 2010

December. Due to a lack of short baselines, we only detected the structure within ∼ 3

mas from the phase tracking center, but we missed extended structures. The jet extends

southward from the northern bright core component C1. C2 is ∼ 1.6 mas away from C1,

and its position angle relative to C1 (from north to east) is ∼ 218 deg on 2013 December

20. C3 and C4 are located at ∼ 2.2 mas, ∼ 179 deg and ∼ 1.3 mas, ∼ 167 deg relative to

C1, respectively. No counter jet component is detected with a level of 3σ throughout all

epochs. Physical parameters of all fitted components over 80 epochs are listed in Table

3.1, 3.2, and 3.3.

53
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Figure 3.1. 22 GHz total intensity image of 3C 84 on 2013 December 20 (MJD 56646)
with circular Gaussian components imposed. The diameters of these circular components
represent the full width at the half maximum (FWHM) sizes of the individual fitted
Gaussian components. The ellipse shown at the bottom left corner of the image indicates
the FWHM of the convolved beam. The FWHM of the convolved beam is 1.19×0.72 mas
at the position angle of -57.6 deg The contours are plotted at the level of 3σ × 2n (n =
0, 1, 2, 3, · · · ), where σ is image noise rms of 40.6 mJy beam−1. The thick bar at the
bottom right corner corresponds to 0.353 pc.
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Table 3.1. Relative positions from C1.

Epoch C2 C3 C4

∆R.A. ∆Decl. ∆R.A. ∆Decl. ∆R.A. ∆Decl.

(mas) (mas) (mas) (mas) (mas) (mas)

(1) (1) (2) (2) (3) (3)

2007 Oct. 24 −0.701± 0.145 −1.276± 0.136 0.002± 0.044 −0.827± 0.087 · · · · · ·
2007 Nov. 20 −0.706± 0.141 −1.253± 0.132 0.033± 0.043 −0.874± 0.085 · · · · · ·
2007 Dec. 27 −0.646± 0.138 −1.246± 0.130 0.042± 0.042 −0.879± 0.083 · · · · · ·
2008 Feb. 4 −0.584± 0.145 −1.294± 0.136 0.072± 0.044 −0.886± 0.087 · · · · · ·
2008 Mar. 3 −0.664± 0.136 −1.302± 0.127 0.032± 0.042 −0.902± 0.082 · · · · · ·
2008 Apr. 15 −0.631± 0.146 −1.294± 0.137 0.054± 0.045 −0.928± 0.088 · · · · · ·
2008 May. 20 −0.656± 0.148 −1.285± 0.138 0.047± 0.045 −0.950± 0.089 · · · · · ·
2009 Feb. 19 −0.608± 0.137 −1.327± 0.128 0.109± 0.042 −1.084± 0.082 · · · · · ·
2009 May. 17 −0.541± 0.145 −1.332± 0.136 0.095± 0.045 −1.114± 0.087 · · · · · ·
2009 Sep. 23 −0.685± 0.144 −1.343± 0.135 0.082± 0.044 −1.163± 0.087 · · · · · ·
2009 Nov. 2 −0.601± 0.138 −1.319± 0.129 0.121± 0.042 −1.172± 0.083 · · · · · ·
2010 Feb. 8 −0.642± 0.139 −1.308± 0.131 0.142± 0.043 −1.243± 0.084 · · · · · ·
2010 Nov. 28 −0.873± 0.142 −1.242± 0.133 0.115± 0.043 −1.396± 0.085 · · · · · ·
2010 Nov. 29 −0.769± 0.151 −1.276± 0.142 0.147± 0.046 −1.400± 0.091 · · · · · ·
2010 Dec. 4 −0.776± 0.144 −1.260± 0.135 0.152± 0.044 −1.398± 0.087 0.678± 0.079 −0.713± 0.083

2011 Jan. 11 −0.899± 0.140 −1.236± 0.131 0.118± 0.043 −1.430± 0.084 0.366± 0.077 −0.525± 0.081

2011 Jan. 29 −0.802± 0.139 −1.219± 0.130 0.182± 0.042 −1.523± 0.083 0.360± 0.076 −0.614± 0.080

2011 Feb. 3 −0.938± 0.146 −1.345± 0.137 0.113± 0.045 −1.542± 0.088 0.354± 0.080 −0.851± 0.085

2011 Feb. 12 −0.868± 0.141 −1.243± 0.132 0.117± 0.043 −1.441± 0.085 0.423± 0.077 −0.583± 0.081

2011 Apr. 21 −0.783± 0.139 −1.340± 0.130 0.166± 0.043 −1.632± 0.084 0.192± 0.076 −0.478± 0.081

2011 May. 18 −0.790± 0.139 −1.353± 0.130 0.162± 0.043 −1.658± 0.084 0.200± 0.076 −0.521± 0.080

2011 Aug. 16 −0.692± 0.131 −1.262± 0.122 0.125± 0.040 −1.696± 0.078 0.278± 0.071 −0.830± 0.076

2011 Sep. 12 −0.742± 0.141 −1.290± 0.132 0.060± 0.043 −1.607± 0.085 0.290± 0.077 −0.762± 0.082

2011 Sep. 13 −0.853± 0.140 −1.409± 0.131 0.136± 0.043 −1.820± 0.084 0.172± 0.076 −0.790± 0.081

2011 Sep. 14 −0.713± 0.140 −1.414± 0.131 0.163± 0.043 −1.830± 0.084 0.212± 0.076 −0.915± 0.081

2011 Oct. 16 −0.821± 0.138 −1.230± 0.129 0.111± 0.042 −1.711± 0.083 0.294± 0.076 −0.867± 0.080

2011 Oct. 17 −0.904± 0.137 −1.209± 0.128 0.095± 0.042 −1.702± 0.082 0.292± 0.075 −0.833± 0.079

2011 Nov. 7 −0.841± 0.144 −1.203± 0.135 0.094± 0.044 −1.741± 0.086 0.314± 0.079 −0.932± 0.083

2011 Nov. 20 −0.838± 0.141 −1.210± 0.132 0.104± 0.043 −1.751± 0.085 0.340± 0.077 −0.958± 0.082

2011 Dec. 24 −0.869± 0.141 −1.170± 0.132 0.079± 0.043 −1.817± 0.085 0.317± 0.077 −0.982± 0.082

2012 Jan. 17 −0.900± 0.137 −1.105± 0.128 0.068± 0.042 −1.804± 0.082 0.347± 0.075 −0.959± 0.079

2012 Jan. 18 −0.966± 0.145 −1.151± 0.136 0.082± 0.044 −1.828± 0.087 0.302± 0.079 −0.994± 0.084

2012 Jan. 21 −0.707± 0.139 −1.327± 0.130 0.146± 0.043 −1.935± 0.084 0.262± 0.076 −0.952± 0.081

2012 Jan. 22 −0.833± 0.136 −1.137± 0.127 0.082± 0.042 −1.800± 0.082 0.344± 0.074 −0.977± 0.079

2012 Jan. 29 −0.936± 0.136 −1.120± 0.127 0.059± 0.042 −1.819± 0.082 0.286± 0.074 −0.957± 0.079

2012 Feb. 10 −0.853± 0.141 −1.204± 0.132 0.089± 0.043 −1.900± 0.085 0.277± 0.077 −0.974± 0.082

2012 Feb. 19 −0.851± 0.137 −1.195± 0.128 0.095± 0.042 −1.843± 0.082 0.328± 0.075 −0.918± 0.079

2012 Mar. 9 −0.869± 0.144 −1.069± 0.135 0.075± 0.044 −1.842± 0.087 0.394± 0.079 −0.916± 0.083

2012 Mar. 19 −0.896± 0.144 −1.284± 0.135 0.129± 0.044 −2.027± 0.086 0.252± 0.079 −0.872± 0.083

2012 Apr. 4 −1.040± 0.137 −1.095± 0.129 0.040± 0.042 −1.865± 0.082 0.292± 0.075 −0.963± 0.079

2012 Apr. 8 −1.055± 0.145 −1.072± 0.136 0.035± 0.045 −1.855± 0.087 0.279± 0.079 −0.925± 0.084

2012 Apr. 13 −0.900± 0.143 −1.192± 0.134 0.090± 0.044 −1.987± 0.086 0.284± 0.078 −0.906± 0.083

2012 Apr. 26 −0.910± 0.149 −1.102± 0.140 0.040± 0.046 −1.868± 0.090 0.342± 0.082 −0.944± 0.086

2012 Apr. 30 −1.013± 0.142 −1.078± 0.133 0.030± 0.043 −1.853± 0.085 0.309± 0.078 −0.941± 0.082

2012 May. 14 −0.702± 0.146 −1.304± 0.136 0.075± 0.045 −1.934± 0.088 0.337± 0.080 −0.979± 0.084

2012 May. 16 −1.000± 0.131 −1.055± 0.122 0.025± 0.040 −1.882± 0.078 0.320± 0.071 −0.898± 0.076

2012 Jun. 1 −0.966± 0.139 −1.135± 0.130 0.042± 0.043 −1.884± 0.083 0.262± 0.076 −0.878± 0.080

2012 Jun. 4 −0.977± 0.141 −1.110± 0.132 0.045± 0.043 −1.889± 0.085 0.311± 0.077 −0.874± 0.082

2012 Jul. 28 −0.904± 0.136 −1.232± 0.128 0.043± 0.042 −1.883± 0.082 0.266± 0.075 −0.897± 0.079

2012 Aug. 14 −0.958± 0.145 −1.162± 0.136 0.026± 0.045 −1.891± 0.087 0.286± 0.080 −0.926± 0.084

2012 Aug. 27 −1.069± 0.148 −1.150± 0.139 0.005± 0.045 −1.880± 0.089 0.256± 0.081 −0.998± 0.086

2012 Sep. 7 −0.921± 0.141 −1.267± 0.132 0.047± 0.043 −1.914± 0.085 0.256± 0.077 −1.009± 0.081

2012 Sep. 10 −0.951± 0.144 −1.260± 0.135 0.039± 0.044 −1.908± 0.087 0.242± 0.079 −1.006± 0.083

2012 Sep. 21 −0.840± 0.137 −1.145± 0.128 0.031± 0.042 −1.887± 0.082 0.329± 0.075 −0.999± 0.079

2012 Sep. 23 −0.897± 0.144 −1.263± 0.134 0.044± 0.044 −1.899± 0.086 0.269± 0.078 −1.014± 0.083

2012 Oct. 1 −0.844± 0.140 −1.454± 0.131 0.082± 0.043 −1.998± 0.084 0.186± 0.076 −1.071± 0.081
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Table 3.1. Relative positions from C1.

Epoch C2 C3 C4

∆R.A. ∆Decl. ∆R.A. ∆Decl. ∆R.A. ∆Decl.

(mas) (mas) (mas) (mas) (mas) (mas)

(1) (1) (2) (2) (3) (3)

2013 Jan. 15 −0.900± 0.147 −1.358± 0.138 0.052± 0.045 −1.993± 0.088 0.205± 0.080 −1.241± 0.085

2013 Jan. 29 −0.844± 0.140 −1.469± 0.131 0.094± 0.043 −2.047± 0.084 0.180± 0.077 −1.257± 0.081

2013 Jan. 30 −0.901± 0.131 −1.326± 0.123 0.067± 0.040 −1.992± 0.079 0.240± 0.072 −1.223± 0.076

2013 Feb. 1 −0.822± 0.141 −1.515± 0.132 0.104± 0.043 −2.066± 0.084 0.173± 0.077 −1.243± 0.081

2013 Feb. 4 −0.920± 0.144 −1.319± 0.135 0.090± 0.044 −1.975± 0.087 0.273± 0.079 −1.153± 0.084

2013 Feb. 15 −0.884± 0.150 −1.493± 0.140 0.093± 0.046 −2.075± 0.090 0.148± 0.082 −1.254± 0.087

2013 Mar. 10 −0.647± 0.139 −1.482± 0.130 0.122± 0.043 −2.110± 0.084 0.276± 0.076 −1.221± 0.080

2013 Mar. 15 −0.887± 0.136 −1.455± 0.127 0.087± 0.042 −2.088± 0.082 0.181± 0.074 −1.285± 0.079

2013 Mar. 22 −1.029± 0.142 −1.323± 0.133 0.026± 0.043 −2.023± 0.085 0.182± 0.077 −1.259± 0.082

2013 Mar. 25 −1.039± 0.146 −1.302± 0.136 0.024± 0.045 −2.009± 0.087 0.192± 0.080 −1.238± 0.084

2013 Apr. 1 −0.844± 0.134 −1.345± 0.126 0.076± 0.041 −2.033± 0.081 0.259± 0.073 −1.200± 0.078

2013 Apr. 17 −0.811± 0.144 −1.322± 0.135 0.038± 0.044 −2.037± 0.086 0.284± 0.079 −1.250± 0.083

2013 Apr. 29 −0.914± 0.147 −1.388± 0.138 0.058± 0.045 −2.036± 0.089 0.203± 0.081 −1.234± 0.085

2013 Apr. 30 −0.836± 0.133 −1.330± 0.124 0.087± 0.041 −2.028± 0.080 0.322± 0.073 −1.195± 0.077

2013 May. 26 −0.972± 0.133 −1.340± 0.125 0.050± 0.041 −2.044± 0.080 0.228± 0.073 −1.236± 0.077

2013 Aug. 17 −0.926± 0.140 −1.286± 0.131 0.043± 0.043 −2.088± 0.084 0.311± 0.077 −1.286± 0.081

2013 Aug. 22 −0.869± 0.138 −1.315± 0.130 0.053± 0.042 −2.094± 0.083 0.311± 0.076 −1.277± 0.080

2013 Sep. 10 −0.820± 0.140 −1.505± 0.131 0.091± 0.043 −2.221± 0.084 0.236± 0.076 −1.354± 0.081

2013 Sep. 16 −1.023± 0.141 −1.313± 0.132 0.023± 0.043 −2.158± 0.085 0.228± 0.077 −1.380± 0.082

2013 Oct. 10 −0.976± 0.140 −1.246± 0.131 0.020± 0.043 −2.140± 0.084 0.312± 0.077 −1.365± 0.081

2013 Oct. 12 −1.059± 0.143 −1.272± 0.134 0.019± 0.044 −2.203± 0.086 0.219± 0.078 −1.398± 0.083

2013 Nov. 2 −0.964± 0.137 −1.288± 0.129 0.022± 0.042 −2.199± 0.082 0.301± 0.075 −1.351± 0.079

2013 Nov. 8 −0.994± 0.141 −1.296± 0.132 0.040± 0.043 −2.194± 0.085 0.284± 0.077 −1.315± 0.082

2013 Dec. 20 −1.009± 0.134 −1.273± 0.126 0.031± 0.041 −2.224± 0.081 0.294± 0.074 −1.294± 0.078

Notes.

Positional error is estimated in § 2.4.

(1) Relative right ascension and declination between C1 and C2.

(2) Relative right ascension and declination between C1 and C3.

(3) Relative right ascension and declination between C1 and C4.

Table 3.2. FWHM size of fitted components.

Epoch C1 (mas) C2 (mas) C3 (mas) C4 (mas)

2007 Oct. 24 < 0.24 0.57± 0.52 0.42± 0.05 · · ·
2007 Nov. 20 < 0.24 < 0.50 0.48± 0.05 · · ·
2007 Dec. 27 < 0.23 0.65± 0.49 0.48± 0.05 · · ·
2008 Feb. 4 < 0.24 0.67± 0.51 0.49± 0.05 · · ·
2008 Mar. 3 < 0.23 0.51± 0.48 0.47± 0.05 · · ·
2008 Apr. 15 < 0.24 < 0.52 0.39± 0.05 · · ·
2008 May. 20 < 0.25 < 0.52 0.39± 0.05 · · ·
2009 Feb. 19 0.27± 0.23 0.94± 0.49 0.70± 0.05 · · ·
2009 May. 17 0.31± 0.24 0.87± 0.52 0.72± 0.05 · · ·
2009 Sep. 23 0.31± 0.24 0.73± 0.51 0.80± 0.05 · · ·
2009 Nov. 2 0.35± 0.23 0.82± 0.49 0.73± 0.05 · · ·
2010 Feb. 8 0.24± 0.23 0.79± 0.50 0.69± 0.05 · · ·
2010 Nov. 28 0.41± 0.24 0.58± 0.50 0.74± 0.05 · · ·
2010 Nov. 29 0.25± 0.25 0.64± 0.54 0.66± 0.05 · · ·
2010 Dec. 4 < 0.24 0.78± 0.51 0.67± 0.05 < 0.26

2011 Jan. 11 0.72± 0.23 0.72± 0.50 0.79± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 Jan. 29 0.35± 0.23 1.03± 0.49 0.77± 0.05 < 0.25
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Table 3.2. FWHM size of fitted components.

Epoch C1 (mas) C2 (mas) C3 (mas) C4 (mas)

2011 Feb. 3 0.39± 0.24 < 0.52 0.78± 0.05 < 0.26

2011 Feb. 12 0.61± 0.24 0.80± 0.50 0.75± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 Apr. 21 0.39± 0.23 0.81± 0.49 0.76± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 May. 18 0.34± 0.23 0.81± 0.49 0.74± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 Aug. 16 0.23± 0.22 1.01± 0.46 0.62± 0.04 < 0.23

2011 Sep. 12 0.48± 0.24 < 0.50 0.76± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 Sep. 13 0.35± 0.23 < 0.50 0.69± 0.05 0.53± 0.25

2011 Sep. 14 0.37± 0.23 < 0.50 0.62± 0.05 0.48± 0.25

2011 Oct. 16 0.28± 0.23 0.95± 0.49 0.65± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 Oct. 17 0.44± 0.23 0.92± 0.49 0.69± 0.05 < 0.24

2011 Nov. 7 0.44± 0.24 0.91± 0.51 0.64± 0.05 < 0.26

2011 Nov. 20 0.40± 0.24 0.99± 0.50 0.61± 0.05 < 0.25

2011 Dec. 24 0.55± 0.24 0.86± 0.50 0.64± 0.05 0.32± 0.25

2012 Jan. 17 0.58± 0.23 0.86± 0.49 0.67± 0.05 < 0.24

2012 Jan. 18 0.62± 0.24 0.64± 0.51 0.63± 0.05 < 0.26

2012 Jan. 21 < 0.23 0.62± 0.49 0.66± 0.05 0.51± 0.25

2012 Jan. 22 0.59± 0.23 0.89± 0.48 0.67± 0.05 0.40± 0.24

2012 Jan. 29 0.59± 0.23 0.90± 0.48 0.70± 0.05 0.52± 0.24

2012 Feb. 10 0.52± 0.24 < 0.50 0.67± 0.05 < 0.25

2012 Feb. 19 0.45± 0.23 0.79± 0.49 0.66± 0.05 < 0.24

2012 Mar. 9 0.59± 0.24 0.93± 0.51 0.73± 0.05 0.28± 0.26

2012 Mar. 19 0.58± 0.24 < 0.51 0.77± 0.05 0.71± 0.26

2012 Apr. 4 0.77± 0.23 0.81± 0.49 0.73± 0.05 0.52± 0.24

2012 Apr. 8 0.71± 0.24 0.84± 0.52 0.72± 0.05 0.42± 0.26

2012 Apr. 13 0.54± 0.24 < 0.51 0.75± 0.05 0.43± 0.26

2012 Apr. 26 0.58± 0.25 0.91± 0.53 0.69± 0.05 < 0.27

2012 Apr. 30 0.63± 0.24 0.89± 0.50 0.67± 0.05 < 0.25

2012 May. 14 0.32± 0.24 0.81± 0.52 0.64± 0.05 < 0.26

2012 May. 16 0.63± 0.22 0.86± 0.46 0.71± 0.04 < 0.23

2012 Jun. 1 0.59± 0.23 0.79± 0.49 0.71± 0.05 < 0.25

2012 Jun. 4 0.58± 0.24 0.87± 0.50 0.73± 0.05 < 0.25

2012 Jul. 28 0.51± 0.23 0.85± 0.48 0.72± 0.05 < 0.24

2012 Aug. 14 0.49± 0.24 0.91± 0.52 0.73± 0.05 < 0.26

2012 Aug. 27 0.59± 0.25 0.91± 0.53 0.70± 0.05 < 0.26

2012 Sep. 7 0.57± 0.24 0.79± 0.50 0.71± 0.05 0.44± 0.25

2012 Sep. 10 0.55± 0.24 0.75± 0.51 0.71± 0.05 0.42± 0.26

2012 Sep. 21 0.54± 0.23 0.86± 0.49 0.74± 0.05 < 0.24

2012 Sep. 23 0.42± 0.24 0.81± 0.51 0.68± 0.05 < 0.26

2012 Oct. 1 < 0.23 < 0.50 0.68± 0.05 0.62± 0.25

2013 Jan. 15 0.49± 0.25 0.73± 0.52 0.64± 0.05 0.58± 0.26

2013 Jan. 29 < 0.23 < 0.50 0.63± 0.05 0.65± 0.25

2013 Jan. 30 0.39± 0.22 0.71± 0.47 0.62± 0.05 0.49± 0.23

2013 Feb. 1 < 0.24 < 0.50 0.66± 0.05 0.62± 0.25

2013 Feb. 4 0.34± 0.24 1.02± 0.51 0.68± 0.05 0.53± 0.26

2013 Feb. 15 < 0.25 < 0.53 0.65± 0.05 0.69± 0.27

2013 Mar. 10 < 0.23 0.80± 0.49 0.63± 0.05 0.42± 0.25



58 3. RESULTS

Table 3.2. FWHM size of fitted components.

Epoch C1 (mas) C2 (mas) C3 (mas) C4 (mas)

2013 Mar. 15 < 0.23 < 0.48 0.65± 0.05 0.67± 0.24

2013 Mar. 22 0.55± 0.24 0.72± 0.50 0.67± 0.05 0.63± 0.25

2013 Mar. 25 0.52± 0.24 0.76± 0.52 0.67± 0.05 0.58± 0.26

2013 Apr. 1 0.30± 0.22 0.60± 0.48 0.68± 0.05 0.50± 0.24

2013 Apr. 17 0.66± 0.24 0.74± 0.51 0.74± 0.05 0.59± 0.26

2013 Apr. 29 0.47± 0.25 0.67± 0.52 0.67± 0.05 0.54± 0.26

2013 Apr. 30 0.41± 0.22 0.92± 0.47 0.71± 0.05 0.47± 0.24

2013 May. 26 0.49± 0.22 0.69± 0.47 0.68± 0.05 0.54± 0.24

2013 Aug. 17 0.53± 0.23 0.76± 0.50 0.69± 0.05 0.51± 0.25

2013 Aug. 22 0.51± 0.23 0.79± 0.49 0.70± 0.05 0.55± 0.25

2013 Sep. 10 0.24± 0.23 < 0.50 0.69± 0.05 0.69± 0.25

2013 Sep. 16 0.60± 0.24 0.76± 0.50 0.68± 0.05 0.72± 0.25

2013 Oct. 10 0.56± 0.23 0.79± 0.50 0.66± 0.05 0.58± 0.25

2013 Oct. 12 0.59± 0.24 0.63± 0.51 0.70± 0.05 0.78± 0.25

2013 Nov. 2 0.65± 0.23 0.79± 0.49 0.74± 0.05 0.75± 0.24

2013 Nov. 8 0.60± 0.24 0.59± 0.50 0.72± 0.05 0.73± 0.25

2013 Dec. 20 0.57± 0.23 0.83± 0.48 0.79± 0.05 0.66± 0.24

Notes.

Error is 1σ level, and estimated in the same way as the estimation

of positional error (see § 2.4). The upper limit is estimated at 1σ level.

Table 3.3. Flux of fitted components.

Epoch C1 C2 C3 C4

(Jy) (Jy) (Jy) (Jy)

2007 Oct. 24 2.66± 0.27 2.13± 0.21 3.60± 0.36 · · ·
2007 Nov. 20 2.94± 0.29 2.14± 0.21 4.83± 0.48 · · ·
2007 Dec. 27 3.11± 0.31 2.81± 0.28 4.53± 0.45 · · ·
2008 Feb. 4 2.85± 0.29 2.75± 0.28 4.29± 0.43 · · ·
2008 Mar. 3 2.70± 0.27 2.05± 0.21 4.28± 0.43 · · ·
2008 Apr. 15 3.34± 0.33 2.51± 0.25 4.75± 0.48 · · ·
2008 May. 20 3.54± 0.35 2.49± 0.25 5.01± 0.50 · · ·
2009 Feb. 19 3.80± 0.38 2.89± 0.29 7.03± 0.70 · · ·
2009 May. 17 4.49± 0.45 3.33± 0.33 7.34± 0.73 · · ·
2009 Sep. 23 4.42± 0.44 2.53± 0.25 8.00± 0.80 · · ·
2009 Nov. 2 4.41± 0.44 3.42± 0.34 6.95± 0.70 · · ·
2010 Feb. 8 4.14± 0.41 3.21± 0.32 7.14± 0.71 · · ·
2010 Nov. 28 4.60± 0.46 1.81± 0.18 10.31± 1.03 · · ·
2010 Nov. 29 3.97± 0.40 2.10± 0.21 8.94± 0.89 · · ·
2010 Dec. 4 4.21± 0.42 2.72± 0.27 9.61± 0.96 0.03± 0.003

2011 Jan. 11 4.91± 0.49 1.90± 0.19 11.27± 1.13 0.17± 0.02

2011 Jan. 29 4.56± 0.46 3.33± 0.34 10.30± 1.03 0.31± 0.03

2011 Feb. 3 4.87± 0.49 1.33± 0.13 10.71± 1.07 0.16± 0.02

2011 Feb. 12 5.81± 0.58 2.52± 0.25 10.54± 1.05 0.36± 0.04

2011 Apr. 21 3.20± 0.32 2.51± 0.25 11.00± 1.10 2.17± 0.22

2011 May. 18 3.23± 0.32 2.46± 0.25 11.21± 1.12 2.18± 0.22
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Table 3.3. Flux of fitted components.

Epoch C1 C2 C3 C4

(Jy) (Jy) (Jy) (Jy)

2011 Aug. 16 3.93± 0.39 3.74± 0.38 11.46± 1.15 2.05± 0.21

2011 Sep. 12 4.58± 0.46 1.27± 0.13 14.74± 1.47 0.91± 0.09

2011 Sep. 13 3.76± 0.38 1.29± 0.13 13.27± 1.33 3.06± 0.31

2011 Sep. 14 4.33± 0.43 1.99± 0.20 12.04± 1.20 3.08± 0.31

2011 Oct. 16 3.88± 0.39 2.88± 0.29 13.15± 1.32 1.91± 0.19

2011 Oct. 17 4.62± 0.46 2.72± 0.27 14.70± 1.47 1.80± 0.18

2011 Nov. 7 4.66± 0.47 2.97± 0.30 14.07± 1.41 2.15± 0.22

2011 Nov. 20 4.49± 0.45 3.22± 0.32 14.00± 1.40 2.07± 0.21

2011 Dec. 24 5.07± 0.51 2.62± 0.26 14.57± 1.46 2.28± 0.23

2012 Jan. 17 5.64± 0.56 2.47± 0.25 16.17± 1.62 2.04± 0.20

2012 Jan. 18 5.67± 0.57 1.65± 0.17 15.11± 1.51 2.02± 0.20

2012 Jan. 21 3.51± 0.35 2.32± 0.23 14.79± 1.48 3.43± 0.34

2012 Jan. 22 5.11± 0.51 2.76± 0.28 14.71± 1.47 2.37± 0.24

2012 Jan. 29 4.77± 0.48 2.60± 0.26 14.28± 1.43 2.64± 0.26

2012 Feb. 10 4.53± 0.45 1.44± 0.14 15.07± 1.51 2.36± 0.24

2012 Feb. 19 4.37± 0.44 2.02± 0.20 15.39± 1.54 1.95± 0.20

2012 Mar. 9 5.03± 0.50 2.40± 0.24 16.35± 1.64 2.15± 0.22

2012 Mar. 19 3.80± 0.38 1.40± 0.14 17.24± 1.72 4.32± 0.43

2012 Apr. 4 6.77± 0.68 2.09± 0.21 16.85± 1.69 2.88± 0.29

2012 Apr. 8 6.19± 0.62 2.18± 0.22 17.74± 1.77 2.60± 0.26

2012 Apr. 13 4.09± 0.41 1.23± 0.12 17.76± 1.78 3.03± 0.30

2012 Apr. 26 5.71± 0.57 2.52± 0.25 17.62± 1.76 2.28± 0.23

2012 Apr. 30 6.16± 0.62 2.29± 0.23 17.75± 1.78 2.24± 0.22

2012 May. 14 4.13± 0.41 2.52± 0.25 15.56± 1.56 2.37± 0.24

2012 May. 16 5.83± 0.58 2.20± 0.23 18.26± 1.83 2.22± 0.22

2012 Jun. 1 5.59± 0.56 1.88± 0.19 17.62± 1.76 2.24± 0.22

2012 Jun. 4 5.34± 0.53 2.08± 0.21 17.16± 1.72 2.19± 0.22

2012 Jul. 28 5.00± 0.50 2.28± 0.23 16.23± 1.62 2.25± 0.23

2012 Aug. 14 4.88± 0.49 2.33± 0.23 16.97± 1.70 2.31± 0.23

2012 Aug. 27 5.60± 0.56 2.24± 0.22 15.85± 1.59 2.23± 0.22

2012 Sep. 7 5.42± 0.54 2.18± 0.22 16.40± 1.64 2.94± 0.29

2012 Sep. 10 5.19± 0.52 1.92± 0.19 16.14± 1.61 2.82± 0.28

2012 Sep. 21 5.25± 0.53 2.41± 0.24 17.44± 1.74 2.32± 0.23

2012 Sep. 23 4.73± 0.47 2.32± 0.23 16.07± 1.61 2.34± 0.23

2012 Oct. 1 3.76± 0.38 1.53± 0.15 15.76± 1.58 4.14± 0.41

2013 Jan. 15 4.50± 0.45 2.35± 0.24 13.80± 1.38 4.47± 0.45

2013 Jan. 29 3.80± 0.38 1.99± 0.20 14.76± 1.48 5.34± 0.53

2013 Jan. 30 4.38± 0.44 2.30± 0.23 15.32± 1.53 4.18± 0.42

2013 Feb. 1 3.51± 0.35 1.64± 0.16 15.15± 1.52 4.66± 0.47

2013 Feb. 4 3.81± 0.38 3.38± 0.34 15.28± 1.53 3.73± 0.37

2013 Feb. 15 3.60± 0.36 1.59± 0.16 15.12± 1.51 5.51± 0.55

2013 Mar. 10 3.40± 0.34 3.10± 0.31 13.74± 1.37 3.85± 0.39

2013 Mar. 15 3.72± 0.37 1.54± 0.15 14.53± 1.45 5.41± 0.54

2013 Mar. 22 5.07± 0.51 2.10± 0.21 15.12± 1.51 4.86± 0.49

2013 Mar. 25 4.97± 0.50 2.15± 0.22 15.29± 1.53 4.46± 0.45
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Table 3.3. Flux of fitted components.

Epoch C1 C2 C3 C4

(Jy) (Jy) (Jy) (Jy)

2013 Apr. 1 4.02± 0.40 2.09± 0.21 15.78± 1.58 3.81± 0.38

2013 Apr. 17 5.68± 0.57 2.69± 0.27 15.69± 1.57 4.09± 0.41

2013 Apr. 29 5.10± 0.51 2.32± 0.23 15.02± 1.50 4.20± 0.42

2013 Apr. 30 4.29± 0.43 2.70± 0.27 15.12± 1.51 3.27± 0.33

2013 May. 26 5.04± 0.50 2.01± 0.21 15.22± 1.52 3.90± 0.39

2013 Aug. 17 5.26± 0.53 2.38± 0.24 15.58± 1.56 3.66± 0.37

2013 Aug. 22 5.15± 0.52 2.71± 0.27 15.92± 1.59 3.95± 0.40

2013 Sep. 10 3.91± 0.39 1.56± 0.16 15.39± 1.54 4.86± 0.49

2013 Sep. 16 5.39± 0.54 2.17± 0.22 15.12± 1.51 4.95± 0.50

2013 Oct. 10 5.74± 0.57 2.41± 0.24 15.94± 1.59 4.09± 0.41

2013 Oct. 12 5.76± 0.58 1.90± 0.19 16.08± 1.61 5.48± 0.55

2013 Nov. 2 6.40± 0.64 2.63± 0.26 17.25± 1.73 4.75± 0.48

2013 Nov. 8 5.64± 0.56 1.95± 0.20 17.09± 1.71 4.44± 0.44

2013 Dec. 20 5.54± 0.55 2.58± 0.26 17.99± 1.80 3.99± 0.40

Notes.

Flux and its error for each fitted component. Error is estimated as

the root sum squares of calibration error (10% of component)

and image noise rms of each epoch.

3.2 Change in Relative Positions of Components

We need to define the reference position for the following discussion of kinematics, since

the information of absolute position in each image is lost at the fringe-fitting and self-

calibration processes. In the same way as Suzuki et al. (2012), we set the optically thick

radio core C1 as the reference position, and evaluate kinematics of other components

relative to it.

Figure 3.2 shows the evolution of the peak positions of C2 (green triangles), C3 (blue

circles), and C4 (red squares) with respect to C1 (magenta circle) that were obtained

in the total intensity images at 80 epochs over six years. C2 exists before the advent of

C3 (Nagai et al., 2010; Suzuki et al., 2012), and the motion of C2 is not systematic and

almost stable. On the other hand, C3 and C4 travel mainly southward with the motion

in the east-west direction. This trend of the motion of C3 is the same as reported in

Suzuki et al. (2012) for the period between 2003 November and 2008 November. Thus,

we divide relative angular separation from C1 as a function of time into two directions

projected on right ascension and declination in Figure 3.3, since the motions mentioned

above of C2, C3 and C4 with respect to C1 cannot be expressed as simple straight ones.

In order to describe the average positional change of C3, we define the average proper

motion as a vector (⟨µ⟩ , ⟨Φ⟩), where ⟨µ⟩ represents the mean angular speed of motion

and ⟨Φ⟩ expresses the average direction of motion relative to C1. The average val-

ues are calculated as follows: ⟨µ⟩ =
(
⟨µx⟩2 + ⟨µy⟩2

)1/2
and ⟨Φ⟩ = arctan (⟨µx⟩ / ⟨µy⟩),
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where ⟨µx⟩ and ⟨µy⟩ are the average angular speed projected on x (right ascension)

and y (declination) axes, respectively. Then, we fit the (x, y) position versus time

for C3 with the straight lines that minimize the χ2 statistic as presented in Figure

3.4(a) and 3.4(c). The best-fit values are ⟨µx⟩ = −0.005 ± 0.009 mas yr−1, ⟨µy⟩ =

−0.23 ± 0.02 mas yr−1. Therefore, the average proper motion vector is derived as

(⟨µ⟩ , ⟨Φ⟩) = (0.23 ± 0.02 mas yr−1, 181.2 ± 2.3 deg). This average apparent speed

corresponds to ⟨βapp⟩ = 0.27± 0.02 in units of the speed of light c. This value is consis-

tent with the result of Suzuki et al. (2012) (⟨βapp⟩ = 0.23± 0.06 between 2003 November

20 and 2007 November 2, when C3 is not identified in 22 GHz images). Assuming the

previously estimated jet viewing angle (11–55 deg; Lister et al., 2009; Tavecchio and

Ghisellini, 2014; Abdo et al., 2009a; Walker et al., 1994; Asada et al., 2006), the intrinsic

speed of C3 can be estimated to be 0.28–0.59c, which corresponds to the Lorentz factor

of 1.0–1.2 (the Doppler factor ∼ 1.1–1.9).

We also derive the average proper motion vector of C4, and (⟨µ⟩ , ⟨Φ⟩) = (0.27 ±
0.05 mas yr−1, 188.4 ± 9.5 deg) (see dashed straight line shown in Figure 3.2). This

mean angular speed is equivalent to ⟨βapp⟩ = 0.31 ± 0.05, and the intrinsic speed, the

Lorentz factor and the Doppler factor can be estimated 0.31–0.62c, 1.1–1.3 and 1.2–2.0,

respectively, assuming the jet viewing angle of 11–55 deg. These values of C4 are similar

to those of C3.

The uncertainties in the best-fit parameters can be estimated from the confidence

interval, which is generally derived with grid-search techniques of χ2 surface. However, a

periodical motion model examined in § 3.3 have nine parameters, of which grid-search is

computationally expensive and challenging. Instead, in this thesis, we derived estimates

of uncertainties in the best-fit parameters of proper motion models with a Monte Carlo

simulation as follows. We created 105 trial data sets generated from the best-fit model

with Gaussian random noises of which standard variations are same to positional errors

derived in § 2.4. Samples of the best-fit parameters for all trial data sets were derived

with the least-square method and used to estimate confidence limits. We took the edges

of the middle 99.7% (3σ) fractions of samples, and adopted them as estimates of 3σ-

confidence interval. We note that derived uncertainties are larger than the standard

errors of the least square fitting, indicating that derived uncertainties are more robust

than the standard errors.

3.3 Periodicity Analysis on Wobbling Motion of C3

After subtracting the linear trends from the C3 positional change in Figure 3.4(a) and

3.4(c), the residual positional change diagram indicates oscillatory behavior as shown in

Figure 3.4(b) and 3.4(d). This indication is verified as follows.

We performed two types of analyses in order to check whether the relative motion of

C3 with respect to C1 has a periodicity. First, we examined significance of periodicity

by fitting the (x, y) positional change of C3 using separately two types of function that
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Figure 3.2. Sky position plots of C2 (green triangles), C3 (blue circles), and C4 (red
squares) for all 80 epochs, superposed on the contours of 22 GHz intensity distribution
on 2013 December 20 (MJD 56646). C1 (magenta circle) is set as the reference position
at the origin. Positional error is estimated in § 2.4. Dashed curved and straight lines
indicate wobbling motion of C3 and linear motion of C4, respectively.
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Figure 3.3. Relative angular separation from C1 projected on right ascension (square
symbols) and declination (triangle symbols) as a function of time in days over about six
years. Green squares and lime triangles represents relative separation between C1 and
C2 projected on right ascension and declination, respectively. Blue squares and purple
triangles represents relative separation between C1 and C3 projected on right ascension
and declination, respectively. Red squares and magenta triangles represents relative
separation between C1 and C4 projected on right ascension and declination, respectively.
Positional error is estimated in § 2.4.
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Figure 3.4. (a) Relative angular separation projected on right ascension and (c) declina-
tion between C1 and C3 as a function of time in days over about six years. Blue lines are
fitted linear functions. Blue triangles in (b) and (d) are the residuals after subtracting
the linear trends in (a) and (c), respectively. Positional error is estimated in § 2.4.
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Figure 3.5. Same as Figure 3.4, but for C4.
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Table 3.4. The best-fit parameters of the linear motion model.

Paramameter Best-fit value
a(mas day−1) (−1.4± 2.6)× 10−5

b(mas) 0.10± 0.04
c(mas day−1) (−6.4± 0.5)× 10−4

d(mas) −0.80± 0.08

Errors are 3σ-confidence intervals esti-
mated by the Monte Carlo method with
105 trials.

minimize the χ2 statistic (Figure 3.4 and 3.6) and employing some information criteria.

One is described by a linear motion model as

x(t) = at+ b, (3.1)

y(t) = ct+ d, (3.2)

and the other is expressed by a periodic motion model as

x(t) = A sin

(
2π

P fit
obs

t+
π

180
B

)
+ Ct+D, (3.3)

y(t) = E sin

(
2π

P fit
obs

t+
π

180
F

)
+Gt+H, (3.4)

where the units of x(t) and y(t) are in mas and t is the time from 2007 October 24

(MJD 54397) in days, and P obs
fit is the common parameter which denotes the period of

the periodic function.

The best-fit parameters are listed in Table 3.4 and 3.5. The errors of these parame-

ters were 3σ-confidence intervals estimated by the Monte Carlo method with 105 trials,

considering correlation between parameters. Assuming that underlying errors of data

points are normally distributed and independent, the reduced χ2 of the best fit based on

the linear motion model and the periodic motion model are 0.76 and 0.45, respectively.

Hence, we selected the more probable one of these two best-fit models using F -test and

the Akaike information criterion (AIC) (Akaike, 1974), the latter is an indicator of the

relative quality of a statistical model for a given dataset. The preferred model verified

by these two methods is the periodic motion model. Comparing the AIC values of these

two models, we derived the relative probability of the linear motion model to the periodic

motion model. As a result, the linear motion model is 4.2 × 10−9 times as probable as

the periodic motion model, which strongly suggests that the motion is periodic.

Next, we searched for evidence of periodicity using the Lomb-Scargle periodogram

(hereafter LS periodograms), which gives a least-square estimate of the periodogram

based on unequally sampled time series data (Lomb, 1976; Scargle, 1982). We derived
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Figure 3.6. (a) Relative angular separation projected on right ascension and (c) declina-
tion between C1 and C3 as a function of time in days over about six years. Red lines are
fitted periodic functions with the common period between (a) and (c). Red squares in (b)
and (d) are the residuals after subtracting the periodic trends in (a) and (c), respectively.
Positional error is estimated in § 2.4.

Table 3.5. The best-fit parameters of the periodic motion model.

Paramameter Best-fit value
A(mas) 0.050+0.20

−0.023

P fit
obs(days) (2.0+3.1

−0.4)× 103

B(deg) −95+160
−85

C(mas day−1) (3.8+210
−28 )× 10−6

D(mas) 0.09+0.04
−0.31

E(mas) 0.07+0.51
−0.05

F (deg) −45+140
−90

G(mas day−1) (−6.1+5.5
−0.7)× 10−4

H(mas) −0.80+0.10
−0.66

Errors are 3σ-confidence intervals es-
timated by the Monte Carlo method
with 105 trials.
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Figure 3.7. The Lomb-Scargle periodograms for residuals of linear-fittings in right ascen-
sion (top panel) and declination (bottom panel) directions. Red solid lines indicate the
least-square estimate of the power spectrum normalized by the maximum value, while
their 3σ uncertainties are shown in surrounding red-shaded regions, which are derived
with the non-parametric percentile bootstrap method. Black vertical lines indicate the
peaks of the 3σ-credible areas with the largest power and SNR, while gray-shaded regions
exhibit their 3σ uncertainties.

the LS periodograms for residuals of linear fittings in both right ascension and declination

directions. Uncertainties in the LS periodograms were estimated with the non-parametric

percentile bootstrap method (e.g., Akiyama et al. (2013)), which is a straightforward and

efficient method in deriving estimates of confidence intervals particularly for large number

of parameters. We created 105 data sets (so-called bootstrap samples) by re-sampling,

in which repetition of data was allowed. Each data-set has the number of data same to

original ones. Periodograms for all of 105 bootstrap samples were calculated and then

used to estimate confidence intervals. The Percentile bootstrap confidence limits of the

power spectrum at each frequency were obtained as the edges of the middle 99.7% (3σ)

fractions of the bootstrap estimates.

The derived LS periodograms for residuals of linear fittings are shown with their 3σ

uncertainties in Figure 3.7. A few regions are marginally detected with > 3σ in both right

ascension and declination directions, although most of power spectrums are dominated

by 3σ errors. In right ascension direction, the peak with the largest power and signal-
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Table 3.6. Results of periodicity analyses.

Method Period (yr)∗ Amplitude (×10−2 pc)†

R.A. Decl. R.A. Decl.
Best fit 5.3+8.3

−1.2 1.8+6.9
−0.8 2.5+17.9

−1.9

Lomb-Scargle 6.2+1.7
−2.8 3.4+1.6

−1.9 · · · · · ·
Error estimation is described in the text in detail.

∗ Period of the periodic motion measured in the source frame,
Psource = Pobs

1+z , where z is the source redshift, and Pobs is the
period measured in the observer’s frame. The period derived by
the best fit method (least square method) is the common param-
eter between right ascension and declination directions.

† Amplitude of the periodic motion along each axis. The method
using Lomb-Scargle periodograms does not tell the information
about amplitude.

to-noise ratio (SNR) was located in a 3σ-credible region at a frequency of ∼ 4.4 × 10−4

day−1 with significance of 4.3σ. The 3σ estimate of the peak frequency for this region

is 4.4+1.5
−1.4 × 10−4 day−1 corresponding to a period of 6.3+1.7

−2.8 yr. On the other hand, in

declination direction, the LS periodogram has the peak with the largest power and SNR

in a 3σ-credible region at a frequency of ∼ 7.8×10−4 day−1 with significance of 3.8σ. The

3σ estimate of the peak frequency for this region is 7.8+94
−2.4×10−4 day−1 corresponding to

a period of 3.5+1.6
−1.9 yr. The peak frequencies of periodograms are consistent between right

ascension and declination directions, and also with the derived period for the periodic

motion model.

Physical parameters derived through the above two methods are given in Table 3.6.

Period of the periodic motion in the source frame is calculated as Psource = Pobs

1+z
, where

z is the source redshift, and Pobs is the period measured in the observer’s frame. The

time span of our dataset (∼ 6.2 yr) is comparable to these derived periods. Therefore,

we need additional monitoring of C3 motion to verify the periodic trend more precisely.
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Discussion

In § 3.2, we derived the relative velocity of C3 with respect to C1 in the period between

2007 October and 2013 December, and found it to be almost constant and sub-relativistic

(∼0.3–0.6c assuming the jet viewing angle of 11–55 deg) in the central subparsec-scale

region. It is interesting to consider why the relative speed of C3 is significantly slow,

whereas the speed of the underlying flow is generally relativistic. We discuss the intriguing

kinematic property of C3 and in § 4.1. We also found that the relative motion of C3

relative to C1 had a periodicity (∼ 5 yr) by means of two different periodicity analyses

in § 3.3. We speculate about possible origins of the periodic motion of C3 with respect

to C1 in § 4.2.

4.1 Why is the Velocity of C3 Remarkably Slow in

the Relativistic Jet?

In this section, we consider why the relative velocity of C3 with respect to C1 is sub-

relativistic in the relativistic jet flow. As described in § 1.1.2, bright regions in the jet

stream called jet knots are formed by internal shock wave in the vicinity of the central

engine. The proper motions of the jet knots in blazars often exceed the speed of light

(e.g., Homan et al., 2001; Jorstad et al., 2001). These superluminal motions suggest that

the intrinsic velocity of jet knots is ultra-relativistic and nearly coincident with the line

of sight. However, the relative speed of C3 with respect to C1 (∼0.3–0.6c) is much slower

than that of jet knots, after considering relatively wide range of intrinsic speed due to

the uncertainty about the jet viewing angle (11–55 deg). Instead, the kinematic property

of C3 is similar to that of hotspots widely identified in large-scale double radio sources

such as powerful FR1 and FR2 radio galaxies (∼0.01–0.1c) (e.g., Conway, 2002). In the

case of small-scale radio sources, advance speed of hotspots of several CSOs are also sub-

relativistic (∼ 0.1–0.3c), indicating a dynamical age of ∼ 102–104 yr taking into account

their size of ≤ 1 kpc (e.g., Polatidis et al., 1999; Conway, 2002; Nagai et al., 2006).

From theoretical point of view, many authors have been investigating the dynamical

evolution of hotspots velocity, pressure and mass density in radio-loud AGNs. Scheck

71
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et al. (2002) examined the long-term evolution of the powerful AGN jets propagating

into a homogeneous ambient medium with two-dimensional relativistic hydrodynamic

simulations. Scheck et al. (2002) found that their evolution proceeds in two different

phases: (i) one-dimensional (1D) dynamical evolution phase (t < 1.2 × 105 yr) and (ii)

two-dimensional (2D) dynamical evolution phase. During the 1D phase, multidimensional

effects on the tips of jets are negligible and the the jets propagate ballistically with

nearly constant hotspot velocity (vHS ∝ l−0.11
h ), where lh is the length from the center

of the galaxy to the hotspot. The 2D phase starts when the first large vortices are

formed near the tips of jets, causing the cross-section area of the cocoon head to increase.

Then, the hotspots start to decelerate, but the speed of unshocked jets remains the same

relativistic one during whole simulations. Kawakatu and Kino (2006) aimed to construct

an appropriate dynamical model of hotspots in radio-loud AGNs, taking proper account

of (I) the conservations of the mass, momentum and kinetic energy flux of the unshocked

jets, (II) the deceleration process of the jet head by shocks and (III) the cocoon expansion

without assuming the constant aspect ratio of the cocoon. This model can explain the

observational trends of the hotspot velocity (vHS = constant), pressure, size and mass

density in both CSOs and FR2 radio galaxies.

Considering that the resultant velocity of C3 in 3C 84 is sub-relativistic (∼0.3–0.6c)

and almost constant in subparsec-scale jet in the initial phase (≲ 10 yr), C3 appears to

show similar behavior to the terminal hotspot in mini-radio lobe. More strictly speaking,

the new radio component C3 is the head of radio lobe including hotspots at a very early

stage of radio lobe evolution, since the higher resolution image using 43 GHz VLBA

recently revealed that the region around C3 showed very complex structure (Nagai et al.,

2014). Similarity between the velocity of C4 (∼0.3–0.6c) and that of C3 might mean

that C4 is also the head of a mini-radio lobe including hotspots. Although hotspots

themselves cannot be resolved by VERA, our result implies that the radio lobes in radio

galaxies might be already formed in subparsec-scale jets close to the central SMBHs.

It is also worthwhile to emphasize that the measured advance speed of C3 assuming

the jet viewing angle of 11–55 deg is slightly faster than that of other CSOs. This trend

is also identified on ∼ 15 mas (∼ 5 pc) scale radio jet/lobe associated with the 1959

outburst in 3C 84 (Asada et al., 2006; Nagai et al., 2008). The apparent speed of the

hotspot on ∼ 5-pc scale was 0.34 ± 0.09c in 2001. Nagai et al. (2008) noticed that the

hotspot on ∼ 5-pc scale (component ‘B3’ in Asada et al. (2006)) was probably produced

by the interaction between the unshocked jet material ejected before 1959 and new-born

unshocked jet in the 1959 outburst, rather than by the interaction between the new-born

unshocked jet in the 1959 and ambient external medium. Similarly, the slightly faster

speed of C3 on subparsec scale (∼0.3–0.6c) might be the result of the interaction between

the unshocked jet material ejected before 2005 and newly unshocked jet ejected in the

2005 outburst. Figure 4.1 shows a schematic picture described above in this section.
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Figure 4.1. Schematic picture of the interactions between the pre-existing unshocked jet
material and the newly ejected unshocked jet described in § 4.1. See text in detail.
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4.2 Possible Origin of the Periodic Motion of C3

In this section, we consider what mechanisms control the periodic motion of C3 with

respect to C1. The periodic motion of C3 can be explained if the underlying continuous

jet flow shows precession. Precessions on subparsec-scale jets are generally caused by

several physical mechanisms such as jet plasma instabilities (Figure 4.2), gravitational

torques in a binary black hole system (Figure 4.3), magnetic torques (Figure 4.5), and

accretion disk precession (e.g., Lobanov and Zensus, 2001; Lobanov and Roland, 2005;

McKinney et al., 2013; Caproni et al., 2004). We discuss whether each physical mechanism

can apply to the periodic motion of C3 or not in the following paragraphs.

First, as for jet plasma instabilities, Lobanov and Zensus (2001) analyzed parsec-scale

radio jet in the quasar 3C273 observed with the 5 GHz VSOP (VLBI Space Observatory

Programme), and found two threadlike patterns that formed a double helix inside the

jet shown in Figure 4.2. They suggested that the double helical structure resulted from

a Kelvin-Helmholtz (KH) instability, and that formation of KH instability needed an

external periodic process (such as precession of jet axis, rotation of the accretion disk,

or motion of the jet nozzle) supplying the initial perturbation of the jet plasma and

controlling the basic instability modes. In the case of our results, the path of C3 indeed

shows wobbling, but the jet transverse structure cannot be resolved due to the lack of

spatial resolution. Thus, we cannot conclude that the periodic motion of C3 is not a

indicator of KH instabilities, and we need to observe the transverse structure of the

subparsec-scale jet with higher-resolution and high-sensitivity VLBI.

Second, as for precession induced by gravitational torques in a binary black hole

(BBH) system, this mechanism acts when two black holes reside in the same system and

then these black holes orbit the common center of mass shown in Figure 4.3. As a result,

the jet nozzles precess since jets are believed to be launched around the accretion disks

hosted by the black holes. Sometimes, this mechanism also induces light variations of the

BBH system. The BL Lac objects OJ 287 is famous for showing periodic light variations

with 12 yr intervals (see Figure 4.4). Sillanpaa et al. (1988) explained that periodic

outbursts seen in a long-term V -band light curve of OJ 287 were related to tidally induced

mass flows from accretion disks into the BBH system passing at pericenter, once every

12 yr orbital period. On the other hand, 3C 84 has not shown periodic light variations

in radio band since 1970’s shown in Figure 1.19. Therefore, we cannot conclude that

gravitational torques caused by BBH system cannot explain the periodic motion of C3,

since there is no evidence indicating BBH system.

Third, as for precession induced by magnetic torques, this mechanism acts in a twisted

strong magnetic fields in the vicinity of the central spinning Kerr black hole. McKinney

et al. (2013) showed that the axis of jet ejected at later time, that is, the jet axis near the

jet base gradually coincide with the spin axis of black hole because the misaligned angular

momentum is radiated away as a part of the electromagnetic outflow. If this is the case,

we expect to detect toroidal magnetic filed with polarization observations. However, the
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of the jet axis, rotation of the accretion disk,
or motion of the base of the jet) providing the
initial perturbation of the jet plasma and driv-
ing the basic instability modes. Propagation
and growth or damping of individual insta-
bility modes can be described by the disper-
sion relation constructed for a random, linear
perturbation, !(", v, P), of the jet density ",
velocity v, and pressure P (21–24). Each
mode of the instability is characterized by
one longitudinal (k) and two azimuthal (n, m)
wave numbers. The latter two numbers deter-
mine the wavelength of a mode and whether
the corresponding perturbation affects the
surface (m # 0) or the interior (m $ 0) of the
jet. The pinch (n # 0), helical (n # 1), and
elliptical (n # 2) modes are expected to be
most prominent in supersonic, relativistic
flows (24, 25). Each mode reaches the max-
imum growth rate at its respective resonant
wavelength, %nm*. The body modes are effec-
tively damped at wavelengths larger than the
longest unstable wavelength, %nm

l ! 2%nm*.
The surface modes do not have the longest
unstable wavelength, and they can be driven
externally at arbitrarily long wavelengths.
Several modes of K-H instability may be
operating simultaneously in a jet, modulating,
and interacting with each other. For such a
case, the wavelengths (and to a lesser extent,
also the phases and amplitudes) of surviving
modes in the jet in 3C273 can be recovered
from fitting the observed positions of the
threads P1 and P2 by a number of generic
sinusoidal modes with amplitude growth and
damping terms incorporated.

We approximate the positions of the
threads P1 and P2 by the sum of several
sinusoidal modes and determine their wave-
lengths, phases, and amplitudes (36). Each
individual sinusoidal mode, ri, is described
by a set of four parameters: wavelength %i,
phase &i, maximum amplitude ai, and dis-
tance zi at which the maximum amplitude is
reached (37). We find that five modes are
required to represent the positions of P1 and
P2 (Fig. 2 and Table 1). The parameters of
the fitted modes are correlated (Table 1). The
first two fitted modes of P1 are identical to
the respective modes of P2. Modes 4 and 5 of
P1 differ only in their phases from the respec-
tive modes of P2. The offset between the
respective phases of the third, fourth, and
fifth modes of P1 and P2 is 180°. In addition
to that, the third and fourth modes in each
thread are also offset by 180° from each
other. Preserving these phase offsets is need-
ed to fit the observations: Changing any of
them by as much as 5° degrades the goodness
of the fit ('2 parameter) by a factor of 2.5.
Another critical condition is the closeness of
the wavelengths of the third and fourth modes
in both threads. No good fit can be achieved
whenever the relative ratio of these wave-
lengths is increased by more than 10% (im-

plying that the third and fourth modes must
not interfere destructively with each other).
These relations between different modes re-
duce the effective number of free parameters
to 16, providing an additional assurance that
the fits are not overdetermined. We conclude
therefore that P1 and P2 must be produced by
essentially the same set of five sinusoidal

modes. The first and second fitted modes
may represent two different surface modes of
K-H instability [because the surface modes
should have the same effect on both threads
(25)]. The other three fitted modes may cor-
respond to the body modes of the instability
[thus producing two threads inside the jet
propagating with a 180° phase offset (25)].

Fig. 1. Parsec-scale radio jet in 3C273 imaged at 5 GHz by the VSOP. The image is restored with
a Gaussian point-spread function (beam), which has major and minor axes of 2.1 mas and 0.5 mas,
oriented at a position angle of 12.9°. The peak brightness in the image is 4.52 Jy/beam ( Jy #
jansky # 10(23 erg cm(2 s(1 Hz(1), and the noise level is ) # 2.1 mJy/beam. The dot-dashed
white lines denote the locations of the four flux density profiles shown in the inset. A total of 240
such profiles have been measured along the jet. Each of these profiles is centered on the smoothed
ridge line (the dashed black line) and oriented orthogonally to it. Each of the measured profiles is
fitted by two Gaussian components designated as P1 and P2. The locations of the peaks of P1 and
P2 are marked in the image by the light gray and dark gray lines. The double helical pattern formed
by P1 and P2 suggests that they result from K-H instability developing in the jet. Dec., declination;
R.A., right ascension.

Table 1. Measured parameters of the modes contributing to P1 and P2. Columns of the table represent
the following: Mode, mode number; %i, fitted wavelength; ai, amplitude; *i, phase; zi, peak distance; K-H
mode, K-H mode identified with the fitted wavelength; ε%i

, discrepancy between the measured and
theoretical wavelength of the corresponding K-H mode; and %*, characteristic wavelength.

Mode

%i
(mas)

ai
(mas)

*i
(deg)

zi
mas

K-H
mode ε%i

%*
(mas)

P1 P2 P1 P2 P1 P2 P1 P2 P1,2 P1,2 P1,2

1 18.0 1.5 180 40 Hs 27.0
2 12.0 1.4 260 40 Es* 7% 15.0
3 3.9 4.1 2.2 1.5 315 135 20 Hb1* 4% 14.4
4 3.8 1.2 135 315 20 Eb1* 15% 16.0
5 1.9 0.25 175 355 20 Eb2* 10% 12.4

R E P O R T S
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Figure 4.2. Parsec-scale radio jet in the quasar 3C273 imaged with the 5 GHz VSOP
(VLBI Space Observatory Programme) from Lobanov and Zensus (2001). The image
is restored with an elliptical Gaussian beam, which has major and minor axes of 2.1
mas and 0.5 mas, oriented at a position angle of 12.9 deg. The peak brightness in the
image is 4.52 Jy beam−1, and the noise level is 2.1 mJy beam−1. The dot-dashed white
lines indicate the locations of the four flux density profiles shown in the inset. Each of
these profiles is centered on the smoothed ridge line (the dashed black line) and oriented
perpendicular to it. Each of the measured profiles is fitted by two Gaussian components
labeled as P1 and P2. The locations of the peaks of P1 and P2 are marked in the image
by the light gray and dark gray lines, respectively. The double helical pattern formed by
P1 and P2 suggests that they result from a Kelvin-Helmholtz instability developing in
the jet.
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BH

jet axis

BH

Accretion disk

Figure 4.3. Schematic picture of precession induced by gravitational torques in a binary
black hole system. This mechanism acts when two black holes reside in the same system
and then these black holes orbit the common center of mass. As a result, the jet nozzles
precess since jets are believed to be launched around the accretion disks hosted by the
black holes.
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Fig. 1.—Historical light curve of OJ 287. This BL Lacertae object has
outbursts at 12 yr intervals, and each outburst is composed of two sharp peaks.
The 2005 peak at the right edge of the figure is presumably the first of the
two peaks of the new cycle of activity. The data are plotted in linear scale.

TABLE 1
The Telescopes Used in Obtaining the Data in Fig. 2

Telescope
Mirror Diameter

(m) Band
Exp. Time
(minutes)

GCO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.30 R 1 # 5
KVA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.35 R 4 # 3
SATU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.40 V 5 # 1.5
Tuorla Observatory . . . . . . 1.03 R 4 # 3
UA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.40 R 6 # 4

Notes.—GCO p Grove Creek Observatory, Australia; KVA p
Kungliga Vetenskapsakademien, La Palma, Canary Islands; SATUp
St. Augustine–Tuorla, Trinidad; UA p University of Alabama. The
last column gives the typical exposure time used to obtain one data
point.

Fig. 2.—Theoretical light curve of OJ 287 in the precessing binary black
hole model (solid line) together with observational points. The 2004/2005 part
of the light curve shows the level of brightness and typical behavior of the
source in the last few years. The theoretical line is not a fit to the observations
but represents a typical outburst profile, added on top the expected base level
of brightness at the calculated time.

period. In fact, most other models do not even attempt to ex-
plain the fact that only a small fraction of the outburst energy
comes from the double peaks (lasting only a couple weeks)
and that the primary burst of energy comes from the long-
lasting (typically 3 yr) increase of the base emission level that
occasionally (e.g., in 1972) even rises above the double-peak
level. It is because of this difference between the general out-
bursts and the shifting double peaks that OJ 287 can be called,
at best, quasi-periodic, not periodic on a 12 yr timescale (Kidger
2000).
In this Letter we report recent observations of the optical

flux of OJ 287 and then show that the observations of the 2005
November outburst agree with the expected timing.

2. OBSERVATIONS

Since OJ 287 is a bright object, around 15 in V magnitude
at the base level, it is not difficult to observe. The problem
arises mostly with having observers ready to monitor its be-
havior from night to night. For scheduling reasons, large tele-
scopes cannot be used for monitoring of this kind. Fortunately,
even very modest telescopes are enough for this work. The
main problem is the weather; it requires observers on many
continents to ensure that at least one observing site has good
observing conditions every night. The authors of this Letter
operate telescopes in North and South America, Africa (Canary
Islands), Europe, and Australia.
The observations were acquired using the small (0.3–1.0 m)

telescopes listed in Table 1. CCD images were obtained in the
V and R bands using the exposure times listed in Table 1. In-
strumental magnitudes of OJ 287 and calibrated comparison stars
in the field (Fiorucci & Tosti 1996) weremeasured using standard
aperture photometry. Themagnitude of OJ 287was then obtained
by comparing its brightness to several comparison stars in the
field. Color effects and the fact that the University of Alabama
observations were calibrated using a different comparison se-
quence (Smith et al. 1985) lead to small (maximum 0.05 mag)
offsets between different data sets. However, given the large
amplitude of brightness variations in OJ 287, these offsets are
insignificant. Finally, the R magnitudes were transformed to V
magnitudes using a transformation , and the Vmag-V! R p 0.3
nitudes were transformed to a linear scale. The assumption of

constant color is justified by Sillanpää et al. (1996b), who show
that the color of OJ 287 remains constant over a large range of
brightness levels (see their Fig. 3). The results of the observations
are shown in Figure 2 where they are compared with theory.
Note that in 2005 November, OJ 287 was as bright, or brighter
than it was at any other time since the early 1980s.

3. THE TIMING

One of the properties of the exact orbit solution in the binary
black hole model is that the binary orbit precesses. Therefore,
the distances R of the points of impact shift in a regular manner
from one cycle to the next, and thus also the “live” disk cor-
rection varies. By including the “live” disk correction, Sun-
delius et al. were able to predict the beginning of the 1995
outburst with the accuracy of 3 days. With the delays in pub-
lishing, this prediction appeared in print after the fact.
The next challenge of the theory was to predict the outbursts

of the next cycle. Sundelius et al. stated that the timing is
uncertain because of the relatively large impact distance, and
they did not give an exact date. Even though they did not
mention it, the limits of the timing were easy to calculate: the
time delay calculated by Lehto & Valtonen (1996), 0.49 yr, is
the minimum value since it refers to the rigid disk assumption;
in a live disk, the value has to increase. Thus, the outburst
could not start before 2005 September. On the other hand, one
could extrapolate the time delay from Table 3 of Lehto &

12 years interval

(day)

Figure 4.4. An optical V -band light curve of the BL Lac objects OJ 287 between 1891
and 2005 revised from Valtonen et al. (2006). OJ 287 has outbursts at 12 yr intervals,
and each outburst consists of two sharp peaks. This periodicity is believed to be due to
the binary system where the accretion disk of a primary black hole is tidally perturbed
by the secondary black hole passing at pericenter, once every 12 yr orbital period shown
in Figure 4.3.
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BH

twisted strong 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jet axis

Accretion disk
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Rotating black hole (BH)

Figure 4.5. Schematic picture of precession induced by magnetic torques. This mechanism
acts in a twisted strong magnetic fields in the vicinity of the central engine. The central
black hole is spinning. The axis of jet ejected at later time gradually coincide with the
spin axis of black hole because the misaligned angular momentum is radiated away as a
part of the electromagnetic outflow.

emission from parsec-scale core of 3C 84 is unpolarized, and the degree of polarization of

the core is < 0.1% for 5, 8 and 15 GHz except for 22 GHz (0.2%) (Taylor et al., 2006).

This indicates high rotation measure (RM) on parsec scales. Recently, Plambeck et al.

(2014) performed polarization observations of 3C 84 at wavelengths of 1.3 and 0.9 mm

with the CARMA (Combined Array for Research in Millimeter Wavelength Astronomy)

and with the SMA (Submillimeter Array) spanning the period from 2011 to 2013. They

showed the RM, determined from the polarimetry, is (8.7 ± 2.3) × 105 radm−2, among

the largest ever measured. As described in § 1.1.4, polarization is easier to detect at

millimeter wavelengths due to steep decrease of Faraday rotation at shorter wavelengths,

and due to smaller millimeter emission region, that is, less problem in RM variations

across the source. Thus, we expect to verify the the presence of toroidal magnetic field

by measuring RM using millimeter VLBI less suffering from beam depolarization in the

future.

Finally, the most probable origin inducing jet precession in 3C 84 is accretion disk

precession by the Bardeen-Petterson (BP) effect (Bardeen and Petterson, 1975, see also

Figure 4.6) acting on the viscous accretion disk that originates the jet, which is tilted

with regard to the equatorial plane of the central spinning Kerr black hole, and inducing

the alignment of the disk and the black hole angular momenta. On 10–100 kpc-scales

at radio and X-ray band, there are misaligned morphology interpreted as a product by

a precessing jet with a period of 3.3 × 107 years and semi-aperture angle of about 50

deg (Dunn et al., 2006, and references therein). Falceta-Gonçalves et al. (2010), using
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Figure 4.6. Schematic picture of precession and alignment of the disk and the black
hole angular momenta induced by Bardeen Petterson effect. This mechanism acts due to
the frame-dragging effect of a spinning black hole and the viscosity in an accretion disk.
The precessional period and precession angle becomes shorter with time from (a) to (c)
denoted in accretion disks.

three-dimensional numerical simulations considering the jet precession evolution by the

BP effect, indeed showed that the observed morphology of 3C 84 on 10–100 kpc-scales

can be well explained as the production by a precessing jet with a period of 5×107 years.

They constrained the present precession angle to 30–40 deg, as well as the approximate

age of the inflated cavities to 100–150 Myr.

Considering that 100–150 Myr has passed since observed structures on 10–100 kpc

formed, the present precession cycle can be expected to be much shorter than 5 × 107

years. Then, it is intriguing to discuss when the misalignment angle is negligible and

how much angle we detect five years later from the latest observation epoch by using the

period and angle obtained in our study.

First, we calculate the time when the misalignment angle is negligible. We adopt the

following model based on the BP effect to investigate them. Under the approximation of

a flat accretion disk, that is, an accretion disk with constant surface density, the solution

of equation (3) in Scheuer and Feiler (1996) gives an exponential time variation for the

misalignment angle δ(t) between black hole spin and the jet direction, as well as for the

precession cycle Pprec:

δ(t) = δ0 e
−(t−t0)/Talign , (4.1)

Pprec(t) = P0 e
−(t−t0)/Talign , (4.2)

where δ0 and P0 are, respectively, the misalignment angle and precession cycle at time t0
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when disk was formed, and Talign is the timescale for alignment between black hole spin

and the jet direction. Scheuer and Feiler (1996) showed that P0 = Talign, which we also

take into account the equation in our approach. Then, by substituting this equation into

Eq. (4.1), we obtain the following,

δ(t) = δ0 e
−(t−t0)/P0 . (4.3)

Then,

ln
δ(t)

δ0
= −t− t0

P0

. (4.4)

It can be expressed as (
t

yr

)
=

(
t0
yr

)
+

(
P0

yr

)
ln

(
δ0/deg

δ(t)/deg

)
. (4.5)

Here, we quote the results from Falceta-Gonçalves et al. (2010) as t0 = −1.75 × 108 yr,

P0 = 5×107 yr and δ0 = 58 deg. By substituting these value into Eq. (4.5) and assuming

that the misalignment angle is negligible (δ(t) = 0.1 deg), we obtain t ∼ 143 Myr. Next,

we calculate δ(t) in the latest observation epoch (2013 December 20) in order to obtain

the time t corresponding to 2013 December 20. From the equation in Dunn et al. (2006)

and Barker and Byrd (1981),

tanψ =
sin δ sinϕ

sin γ cos δ − cos γ sin δ cosϕ
, (4.6)

where γ is viewing angle of precession axis and we assume 18 deg from recently reported

in Tavecchio and Ghisellini (2014), and ϕ is phase angle of a counterclockwise (ccw)

rotating jet seen from C1 ∼ 110 deg on 2013 December 20, and ψ is angle between

projected direction of the jet on the plane of the sky and the projected direction of the

precession axis of 1 deg. Figure 4.7 shows geometry assumed here. Eq. (4.6) can be

expressed as

δ = arctan

(
tanψ sin γ

sinϕ+ tanψ cos γ cosϕ

)
. (4.7)

By substituting γ = 18 deg, ϕ = 110 deg and ψ = 1 deg into Eq. (4.7), we obtain

δ(t) ∼ 0.3 deg. Furthermore, by substituting δ(t) ∼ 0.3 deg, t0 = −1.75 × 108 yr,

P0 = 5 × 107 yr and δ0 = 58 deg into Eq. (4.5), we obtain t ∼ 83 Myr. Thus, we

can neglect the precession inducing by BP effect, (143 − 83) = 60 Myr later from 2013

December 20, which corresponds to 61 Myr in the observer’s frame.

Hence, if this is the case, we expect that the misalignment angle five years later from

2013 December 20 will show negligible change, because five years are much smaller than

61 Myr derived above. In order to obtain the robust result, we continue to monitor the

subparsec-scale jet of 3C 84 with high resolution phase-referencing VLBI, since we can get

the information on absolute positions of each component with phase-referencing VLBI.
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Figure 4.7. Geometry of precession induced by Bardeen Petterson effect. Left and right
panels show the side view of a precessing jet and the precessing jet projected on plane
of the sky, respectively. γ is viewing angle of precession axis and we assume 18 deg from
recently reported in Tavecchio and Ghisellini (2014). ϕ is phase angle of a counterclock-
wise (ccw) rotating jet seen from C1 ∼ 110 deg on 2013 December 20. ψ is angle between
projected direction of the jet on the plane of the sky and the projected direction of the
precession axis of 1 deg.
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Conclusion

I tried to unveil the properties of subparsec-scale radio jet of the radio galaxy 3C 84/NGC

1275 by monitoring time variability of radio jet with the VLBI Exploration of Radio

Astrometry (VERA) array. Radio galaxy 3C 84 shows intermittent jet activity, and

the radio brightness has increased since 2005. Thus, 3C 84 is one of the best source

to study formation and evolution of radio structure in the vicinity of SMBHs. Nagai

et al. (2010) found that this activity was ascribed to the central subparsec-scale core,

accompanying the ejection of a new bright component (C3) with VERA. Suzuki et al.

(2012) found that C3 had emerged from a radio core before 2005, and traveled southward

following a parabolic trajectory on the celestial sphere with VLBA at 43 GHz from 2003

November to 2008 November. In this study, we further explored the kinematics of C3

from 2007 October to 2013 December (80 epochs) using 22 GHz VERA data. Summary

and discussions are as follows.

• I found that the apparent speed of C3 relative to the radio core is almost constant

and sub-relativistic (0.27 ± 0.02c) from 2007 October to 2013 December. This

property suggests that C3 may be the head of mini-radio lobe including hotspots,

rather than a relativistic knotty component formed as internal shock in underlying

continuous jet flow. This result implies that the radio lobe in radio-loud AGNs

might be already formed in subparsec-scale jets in the vicinity of SMBHs.

• I also noticed that C3 might follow a helical path with a period of about five years

thanks to highly-frequent observations. Although I cannot reliably identify the

origin causing the wobbling motion because of the insufficient time span of our

dataset and the lack of the information of absolute reference position, the motion

might reflect a precessing jet nozzle, induced by the Bardeen-Petterson effect. Based

on the precession model induced by the effect, I estimated the precessional angle

and period five years later from the latest observation epoch (2013 December 20),

and I found that they will show little change even with the use of VLBI. In order

to obtain the robust result, we continue to monitor the subparsec-scale jet of 3C

84 with high resolution phase-referencing VLBI.

81
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As mentioned above, I found that hotspots in radio lobes in radio galaxies might be

already formed in subparsec-scale jets close to the central SMBHs. I also found that

hotspots in radio lobe may be precessed by a spinning SMBH. These results are achieved

by unprecedented highly-frequent observations. It is important that the fact that hotspots

might be formed in subparsec-scale jets near the central SMBH can constrains the physical

state such as velocity, density and pressure in the vicinity of jet base when understanding

the formation and evolution of hotspots. Those findings will contribute to constructing

more sophisticated theoretical models in the future.
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