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'ON OCHOTONA, A NEW RODENT UNRECORDED
| FROM HOKKAIDO

BY

TETSUO INUKAI and KYOJTRO SHIMAKURA
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(from the Zoological Institute, Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido Imperial Umverslty)
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The rodential mammals so far recorded from Hokkaido were confined to
the hare, rats and squirrels. No new rodent has been added during these sixty
years in spite of many works which dealt with the mammalian fauna of Hok-
kaido. It was in early October 1928
‘that a new rodent was captured in
the Kitami mountains of Hokkaido
(Fig. 1. x). The animal has been
identified as Ockotona* sp., that is the
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so-called whistling hare (Pfeifhase), 3

which is native to Central Asia and

America. The distribution of the
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animal in the Asiatic Continent is
known to extend to the north-
eastern part, including Mongolia,

Siberia and Kamchatka.*™ It was in Fig. 1.

a place of a new plantation (after a forest fire) in Oketo section of the Nok-

*Prof. HATTA agrees with us.
**BREHM, ’'14. Tierleben, Siugetiere. SCHRENK, ’59. Reisen u. Forsch, Amur-Lande.

[Trans. of Sopporo Natural History Soc., Vol. XI, Pt. 2, May, 1930]
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keushi Government Forest, where the animal was first found. Formerly there
the young larch trees were damaged every year, early in the summer time, in
a very peculiar manner, by some unknown pest. So almost four years of un-
successful attempts at reforestration had elapsed since the year of the first
plantation, 1925.

When the government experts were almost ready to give up the plan of
reforestration, the animal was captured for the first time and since then some
ten individuals have been captured, three of which are fortunately acces-
sible to us in ‘making these notes.

_ The two localties where the damage by the animal has alvi/a};s been re-
ported are restricted to steep stony hill sides facing towards the south; they
are situated not far from each other, the one {143°30’ E, 43°39’ N, about 400 m
above the sea-level; covering
an area of about 500 m?) fa-
cing on the On’neanzu glen,
near Oketo, and the other
(extending about 200 m?) be-
ing at a distance of about
700 m from the former across
the glen.

The animals make largé

communities and have the

Fig. 2. habits generally known for
the other whistling hares.* So they live in a cave which has usually several
entrances (Fig. 2), the connecting canals being 50 to 100 cm deep. They are
mostly of nocturnal habit and are hardly ever seen in the daytime. The sexuél
season is said to occur generally in May. During the summer they are busy
in storing food for the long winter . which lasts for them from November to
April. However, it is rather peculiar to the present species of Hokkaido, that
they heap up their store-provisions within their caves and never outdoors. Re-
lishingly they gnaw off the young plant of the larch, Laryx Kaempferi SARG;,
and the wild raspberry, Rubus palmatus THUNB., at about the ground level,

*BREHM, ’14.
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leaving the root parts, then cut them into pieces and ‘carry them away" into
the cave. Such damage is
peculiar and easily distin-
guishable from that done
by the hare or the wild rats.

For the extermination
of the animal, starch paste
containing typhoid bacilli
or “Kororin”, poisonous

grains such as BAYER’s

Zelio-giftk6rner, and grains

coated with arsenic acid, Fig. 3.
which are all effective A side view of the animal. x}
against the wild rats were used by the officers concerned.  Though it has

been difficult to know whether any of these poisons were effective-or not, it
seems true that the animal has been diminished considerablly in number. In
the meantime the young larches relieved of their damage have grown up and
most of the caves of the whistling hares seem now to have been -occupied by
the wild rats. ,

Further identification of the species will be undertaken soon and we are

satisfied at present to confine ourselves to giving merely the oecological re-

a b c d

Fig. 4.

The skull of the animal. a, from above ; ¢, from below. The lower jaw. b, from side ; d, from above.
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‘marks about the animal as above together with a brief description as follows:
Dental formula: i 2, m § ) .
Measurement : Body length, 15.1-18.2 cm; ear, 2.4 cm; hind foot, 2.7-3.1 cm; tail hardly visible.
Body colours: Back, darkbrown with blackish ends of hairs; vertex, neck and hind part of the
back, dark brown ; side of the head, greyish, yellowish brown; snout, dark brown with black-
ish gndsof hairs; side of the'trunk, burnt, yellowish brown; ears are bordered with whitish
very .shm't hairs; beard bristles, dark or yellowish brown; extremities, greyish, brownish

~ish yellow ; and. claws, dark brown with yellowish tips. (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4)
Thev same species or near relatives should be found in Sakhalin, as the
faunistic relations of mammals of Hokkaido and Sakhalin are in so close connection
that they are often arranged in the same group in the distribution of mammals.
In writing this paper we are indebted greatly to Mr. A1zawa, a govern-
ment expert of Hokkaido-cho, to Mr. INoKucHI, the head officer and to Mr,
NaGawoka, a member, of Nokkeushi Branch Office of the Forestry Bureau.
In this place we wish to express our best thanks for their kind help and in-

formation.
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