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The result of introduction of the Japanese mink into the adjacent
islands of Hokkaido with the purpose of rat control.
3 ~ (With English résumé, p.59). '
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The Japanese mink, Mustela 7tats? ¢ tats? Temminck, which was introduced into Hok-
kaido from the main island abont 80 years ago by chance, covered the whole inland area un-
til about 1935. Kishida (1927) and Inukai (1935, 1936) have proved that the animal is one
of the powerful natural enemies against rats in Japan. The author has caught alive minks
in Hokkaido and sent them to the neighbour islands for the purpose of rats control and for the
production of the fur. : .

First, during 8 years from 1932 to 1940, 123 animals of which 84 were males, were sent
and set free successfully in southem Saghalien. Since 1937 some minks heve been seen in
nature south of Toyohara city and sometimeq-eaptured by the natives.

Into Rishiri, a small igland north-west of Hokkaido, 28 males and 13 females were sent
from 1933 to 1935. They increased tolerably in number and at ;;resent we can see them
everywhere in the island. 1t is noted that the damage of the rodent against the younglings
of the plantation has been decreased remarkably since 1938. In the neighbour island, Rebun,
88 heads of the alive mink of which 67 were males, were released from 1940 to 1944. In
the fall of 1948 18 males and 6 females were sent into Okujiri, a little island south of
Hokkaido,

From the economical point of view, it is advisable to ship the alive mink immediate-
ly after the capture, as the motality of the animal does not much differ from the
case of feeding it for some period. Anyhow, the female animal is more resistant than

the male against the treatment.
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