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Stranding records of cetaceans from Rishiri Island (-2015)

Takashi Matsuishi®, Ayaka Matsuda®, Mika Kurodri‘ll, Masahiko Sato?, Rie Sato®, and Hajime
Ishikawa

Faculty of Fisheries Sciences, Hokkaido University, Minato, Hakodate, Hokkaido, 041-8611 Japan
“Rishiri Town Museum, Senhoshi, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido, 097-0311 Japan

Do-hoku branch, Wild Bird Society of Japan, 142, Sakaehama, Kutsugata, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido,
097-0401 Japan

*Whale Laboratory, Shimonoseki Academy of Marine Science, Arcaport, Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi,
750-0036 Japan

Rishiri Island is located in the Sea of Japan off the west coast of Hokkaido, Japan. Stranding record
at this island could be important information for understanding the migration of the cetacean in the
Sea of Japan. A total of 21 stranding records were collected. Each stranding records consisted of one
individual. The records include 6 Stejneger's beaked whales Mesoplodon stejnegeri (including one
unidentified Mesoplodon), 4 Dall's porpoises Phocoenoides dalli (one truei-type, two dalli-type and one
type unidentified), 4 harbor porpoises Phocoena phocoena, 3 Baird's beaked whales Berardius bairdii, 1
killer whale Orcinus orca, 1 beluga Delphinapterus leucas (sighting) and 2 unidentified cetaceans.
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