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The International Journal of Contents Tourism (IJCT) aims to publish research about the various
aspects of the phenomenon of contents tourism. It was launched as an open access online journal in
January 2016 and publishes research articles, research notes, review articles and book reviews,
which are uploaded as soon as they have passed the refereeing process. In order to disseminate the
research in the journal further, we have collected together here the various articles published during
2016 as Volume 1 of the print edition of the journal.

Amidst rapid advances in Information and Communication Technology and diversification of the
media, various phenomena are emerging rapidly in a largely borderless fashion, such as the
intermingling of digitized and real spaces, changes in forms of communication, and shifts in the
boundaries of popular culture. At the same time, international tourism flows are increasing rapidly
as individual mobility increases. As borderless communications and forms of culture progress, this
accelerates the connections made by people with real places.

In this context, the various aspects of contents tourism, defined as ‘travel behaviour motivated
fully or partially by narratives, characters, locations and other creative elements of popular culture
forms, including film, television dramas, manga, anime, novels and computer games’, are becoming
more and more complex. We hope that IJCT will become an international and interdisciplinary
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academic platform for researchers and practitioners alike to present research findings and engage in
debate.

The International Journal of Contents Tourism is supported financially by a Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science grant (Kiban A, number 26243007), and for the publication of this print
edition we also gratefully acknowledge the support of the Research Faculty of Media and
Communication, Hokkaido University.

1 March 2017, The Editors-in-Chief
Philip Seaton and Takayoshi Yamamura

il



	foreword

