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An Experimental Study on the Relationship between the Generic Skills of University
Students and their Academic Performance and Employment

— Results of a Survey Using Hokkaido University Students as an Example —
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Abstract — This study revealed the relationship between generic skills of Hokkaido University students and
their academic performance and employment. A progress report on generic skills (PROG) was used as a way
of measuring these skills quantitatively and its results were linked with data obtained in a questionnaire
survey on their career awareness.

The findings included the following. (1) Although the literacy of Hokkaido University students was found
to be high, their competency was found to be at roughly the same level as the national average. (2) Although
no clear relationship was found between competency and academic performance, prospective employers
tended to report higher satisfaction with students who had higher competency scores. (3) Although the
competency score was high for students who were trying to act proactively and spontaneously, who were
making efforts toward definite goals or who had high interest in other conntries, no relationship was found
between competency and their enthusiasm in studies, club activities or part-time jobs.
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