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Overview 

・ Title of event : Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustainable 
Development and its related events   

・ Event period : Sat, Aug 5 – Wed, Aug 9, 2006  

・ Objectives : Based on the Hokkaido University Initiative for Sustainable 
Development (HUISD), which was launched in 2005, Hokkaido 
University aims to promote international educational and research 
collaboration that transcends the boundaries of conventional academic 
disciplines and to work with Japanese businesses to offer the 
University’s latest research achievements to society. 

・ Achievements: 

(1) The holding of the Hokkaido University Sustainability Science Forum 

As part of the Poplar Project jointly initiated by Hokkaido University, The Asahi 
Shimbun Company and Hokkaido Television Broadcasting Co., Ltd. in July 2005, 
the University and The Asahi Shimbun Company cohosted the Hokkaido 
University Sustainability Science Forum: Future of Humanity and Global 
Environment – From the Forests and Sea in the North in Tokyo and Sapporo in 
2006. The Tokyo forum, held at Yurakucho Asahi Hall on the morning and 
afternoon of August 5, drew a total of 1,000 people, whereas the Sapporo forum, 
held on August 6 at Hokkaido University Conference Hall, attracted 310. 

(2) The publication of an advertisement for and a report on the Hokkaido University 
Sustainability Science Forum in The Asahi Shimbun 

- An article featuring a conversation between the president of JFE Holdings 
Corporation and an executive and vice president of Hokkaido University was 
published in the morning edition of The Asahi Shimbun on August 5 nationwide, 
excluding Hokkaido, and on August 6 in Hokkaido (approximately 8.2 million 
copies in total). 

- An article reporting on the forum was published in the national morning 
edition of The Asahi Shimbun on August 23, 2008. The newspaper’s Hokkaido 
edition ran the article in a double-page color spread (pp. 16-17). 

(3) The holding of the Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustainable 
Development 

This symposium, held at Hokkaido University Conference Hall from August 7 to 
9, 2006, attracted 948 people from 19 countries. The plenary session on Day 1 
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featured 11 invited speakers, who addressed issues in five priority fields and 
interdisciplinary challenges. On Day 2, participants were split into three 
different parallel sessions to discuss technical issues. On Day 3, a poster session 
and another plenary session were held, and the topics also included the future of 
international collaboration. The three-day event featured 65 oral presentations 
and 147 poster presentations. Many participants expressed hopes that the 
symposium would be continued in the future, which led to the launch of the 
Sustainability Weeks program in the following year. 
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