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Features of This Year 

 Theme : Reconsidering Visions for a Sustainable Future  

 Core period : Mon, October 24 – Sun, November 6, 2011 

 Number of events : 47 

 Event period : Sun, September 25 – Sat, December 3, 2011 

 Number of participants : 9,895 

 Points worth special mention:  

- The March 11, 2011, Great East Japan Earthquake and resulting accident 
at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant not only devastated the 
country’s Tohoku region, but also caused widespread damage to the rest of 
the world. In light of these developments, the title of SW 2011 was set as 
Reconsidering Visions for a Sustainable Future to provide the opportunity 
to consider an ideal vision for society and discuss what could be done to 
fulfill this vision. 

- Since the number of visitors to Japan was expected to decrease in the 
aftermath of the Fukushima accident, the Secretariat for Sustainability 
Weeks needed to develop an event that would allow people to join the 
Sustainability Weeks irrespective of their locations, and eventually 
developed an Internet forum called the Global Issues Forum for Tomorrow 
(GiFT). In the first year, the forum was held on an experimental basis 
targeting only those living in Japan and using Japanese-language social 
media. On the forum day (October 30) 12 Hokkaido University researchers 
gave lectures on their ideas about current issues, which were webcast live, 
and received questions and comments from viewers worldwide. 

- Hokkaido University cohosted four Hokkaido-Finland Days events with 
various Finnish organizations for the first time to develop their 
collaborative relations. These joint efforts were implemented to mark the 
opening of the Finnish Institute in Japan’s Hokkaido Office on the 
University’s Sapporo Campus in 2011 and the scheduled 2012 opening of 
the University’s overseas office in Helsinki. 

- The first Sustainable Campus International Symposium was held on 
October 26 by the Office for a Sustainable Campus. The Office was 
established in November 2008 to embody the spirit of the Sapporo 
Sustainability Declaration (SSD) adopted in the same year by 34 leading 
institutions of higher education around the world. The symposium 
attracted 162 people from across Japan and elsewhere. 
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Hiroshi Saeki, President of
Hokkaido University

Greeting from the President

First and foremost, please allow me to extend
my deepest sympathies to all those affected by
the Great East Japan Earthquake and resulting
tsunamis of March 11, 2011. I would also like to
take this opportunity to express my great respect
for those who have devoted themselves to relief
operations in the aftermath. We are committed to
focusing this institution’s resources on helping to
rebuild the stricken areas as quickly as possible.

This calamity was yet another reminder that we
live alongside the forces of nature. Mankind can
never control these forces, but I am convinced
that when we all share our awareness and unite
with compassion for one another within families
and communities, we will be able to surmount many difficulties and emerge from them
stronger.

To achieve such a society, what new directions should we take in our roles as higher
education institutions? When we strive to develop comunities that are resistant to natural
disasters, to ensure stable food and evergy supplies and to resolve environmental
problems, for example, is it really feasible for us to sismply paint a picture of the future as
an extention of the past?

Since 2007, we at Hokkaido University have hosted the Sustainability Weeks program
annually as a forum for a wide range of people to come together and consider ways to
create a sustainable society by overcoming global problems such as natural disasters.

We are pleased to announce the theme of the fifth annual Sustainability Weeks program
to be held in 2011 will be titled “Reconsidering Visions for a Sustainable Future”. To help
safeguard life on earth, particularly in light of recent events, each and every one of us will
seek to challenge existing norms of what constitutes a sustainable society, and
reexamine what we must do in order to achieve a sustainable future. I hope that the
program will represent a major step forward in our quest for a more sustainable world.

Hiroshi Saeki
President

Hokkaido University
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Overview

Takeo Hondoh, Chair, Sustainability Weeks 2011 Committee

A Look Back at the Sustainability Weeks 2011 Event

Takeo Hondoh

Chair, Sustainability Weeks 2011 Committee

Executive and Vice-President for International Affairs, Hokkaido University

In 2011, Hokkaido University’s Sustainability Weeks event reached a milestone by
marking its fifth anniversary. After the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of
March 11, 2011, the theme of the event was set as “Reconsidering Visions for a
Sustainable Future” in recognition of the need to look back, reflect on the paths we have
taken and reconsider the ideals of a sustainable society as we live alongside the forces
of nature. The theme also reflected our desire to make the program an opportunity for
people to consider as one what can be done to achieve our goals.

Based on this fitting theme for its milestone year, the Sustainability Weeks 2011 program
featured 36 events over the two-week period from October 24 to November 6, or 47
including pre- and post-program events.
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Program overview

As in 2010, the various events of the program included international symposiums, public
seminars, film screenings, debates, exhibitions, a research poster contest, a student
ideas competition, a speech contest, a candle night event and radio broadcasts. The
operation of velotaxi cycle cabs by students also now seems to have become
established as a feature of the Sustainability Weeks program. These various events
helped to stimulate interest in initiatives designed to create a sustainable society, and
also acted as platforms for sharing of the latest research outcomes and discussions on
the future.

The Sustainability Weeks events were roughly divided into the following four categories:

Diligent work to overcome a variety of risks: six events addressing disaster prevention
and response

Quality of life and dignity: 12 events addressing wellbeing and quality of life (QOL)

Discovery of harmony: 15 events exploring ways to enjoy the blessings of nature and
avoid compromising the natural environment

Learning for the future: 14 events to allow the sharing of wisdom/challenges and
mutual learning

Events focusing on disaster risk proved especially popular this year.

The events enjoyed support from various local and national public-service corporations
and from private enterprises and overseas research institutions in their capacities as co-
hosts and sponsors. We are encouraged by the increased number of people supporting
the spirit of the Sustainability Weeks program, and express our heartfelt appreciation to
all parties concerned for their cooperation.

Enhanced international networking

In what has now become an annual tradition, we welcomed a variety of representatives
from our overseas partner institutions to the event, including the presidents of Tribhuvan
University (Nepal) and the University of Lapland (Finland) as well as directors of various
research institutes. Leading figures including the Ambassador of Finland to Japan and
Burkina Faso’s Minister of Agriculture, Water & Fisheries also attended.

HU’s co-hosting of four events at the Hokkaido-Finland Days sub-program with various
Finnish organizations is worthy of special note. These joint efforts were implemented to
mark the opening of the Finnish Institute in Japan’s Hokkaido Office on the Hokkaido
University Sapporo Campus in April 2011 and the scheduled 2012 opening of HU’s
outpost in Helsinki as our fourth overseas office in the spring. The events offered
significant opportunities for further development of our collaborative relations toward the
next phase.
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These enhanced international exchanges highlighted the Sustainability Weeks program’s
growing function as an open global platform for exchanges – a role that HU aspires to
enhance.

Characteristics of the 2011 program No. 1: SNS

Reflecting the current of the times, social networking services were used in many
aspects of 2011’s program. The Sustainability Weeks Secretariat and other organizers
publicized events using Twitter and Facebook. Among them, the Global Issues Forum for
Tomorrow (GIFT) held on October 30 allowed information to be shared with people
nationwide, as it was broadcast live over the Internet and speakers immediately
answered questions submitted by viewers via Twitter. We believe it will become
increasingly important in the future to introduce new technologies in order to widen the
circle of discussion on sustainability and build networks for collaboration.

Characteristics of the 2011 program No. 2: sustainable campus
development

Hokkaido University established the Office for a Sustainable Campus in November 2010
with the aim of making the campus a model for sustainability, as outlined in the Sapporo
Sustainability Declaration. In line with increased efforts to further reduce the
environmental impacts of its research and educational activities, HU held an international
symposium with guest experts in sustainable campus development from universities
around the world on October 26. The Hokkaido University campus also includes 70,000
hectares of experimental forests, representing a truly unique collection of resources. The
symposium provided opportunities for us to reaffirm the needs of research projects
capitalizing on this one-of-a-kind campus to present a model of sustainable society in
which ecosystems exist in harmony with economic activities.

Toward the 2012 program

The sixth Sustainability Weeks program in 2012 will start slightly earlier than previous
events on Saturday October 6. We plan to organize the program even more effectively
as an opportunity for leaders involved in creating a sustainable society around the world
to assemble, and as a chance to present the achievements of our initiatives on campus
and elsewhere for evaluation. We appreciate the continued collaboration and
participation of everybody involved.
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