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Features of This Year 

 Theme : Education for Sustainable Development 

 Core period : Sat, October 25 – Sun, November 9, 2014 

 Number of events : 32 

 Event period : Sun, September 28 – Sun, December 21, 2014  

 Number of participants : 32,045 

 Points worth special mention:  

- Sustainability Weeks (SW) 2014 focused on education for sustainable 
development to mark the final year of the United Nations Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development (DESD), a campaign launched in 
2005, when the University established the Hokkaido University Initiative 
for Sustainable Development (HUISD) and began a range of initiatives to 
promote sustainable development. 

- SW 2014 attracted more than 30,000 participants due in large part to the 
organization of exhibitions by Hokkaido University Library, the Clark 
Theater Hokkaido University Theater Project and various seminars for 
local residents. As a result, the total numbers of events and participants in 
SW over the last eight years, including this year, topped 250 and 150,000, 
respectively. 

- The annual international symposium previously hosted by the Faculty of 
Education was developed into a university-wide event, and the 5th event 
was held under the title International ESD Symposium: Strategic ESD in 
the Next Generation. It attracted 165 participants chiefly from East Asia.  

- An international symposium entitled Russian-Japan Education Program 
Development: Sustainable Development in the Russian Far East & the 
Arctic Region was held to mark the launch of the East Russia-Japan 
Expert Education Program (known as the RJE3 Program), which was 
selected for the Re-Inventing Japan Project of the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). 

- A workshop to develop a program to educate new generations of sanitation 
professionals was held with participants including those from Zambia, 
Burkina Faso and Indonesia. It developed e-learning resources for three 
lectures. 
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Greeting from the President

The frontier spirit has been part of the very essence
of Hokkaido University (HU) ever since its
foundation 138 years ago. Even today, the
institution tackles a variety of ongoing challenges
confronting humanity, such as disaster
management, poverty eradication and climate
change. HU –a pioneer of the times- has presented
the annual Sustainability Weeks program since
2007 to gather the wisdom of experts to help to
develop a sustainable society. The event provides
various forums for discussion, such as symposiums
and workshops, from September to December.

The Sustainability Weeks 2014 program focuss on
education because 2014 is the last year of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development campaign. I hope that the event will provide local residents as well as
students and researchers from around the world with opportunities to share their
research results and experiences so they can learn about the past and forge the future of
education together.

Keizo Yamaguchi

President of Hokkaido University

August, 2014
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Overview

A Look Back at the Sustainability Weeks 2014 Program

Ichiro Ueda, Executive (International
Affairs) and Vice-President, HU/

Chairperson of the Committee for
Sustainability Weeks 2014

The Hokkaido University Sustainability Weeks (SW) program was launched in 2007
during the build-up to the 2008 G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit, and was held for the eighth
time in 2014. The SW 2014 program featured 19 events (32 including pre- and post-
program sessions held over several weeks) over a 16-day period from October 25 to
November 9.

History of HU’s Sustainable Development Initiatives

Hokkaido University (HU) developed an international strategy for sustainable
development (SD) in 2005, and has since undertaken a variety of initiatives on the SD
theme. In line with the United Nations (UN) Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD) declared in 2005 and other international movements, the university
has engaged in activities to promote such development and related education both within
and across the boundaries of individual academic disciplines.

As part of efforts to support sustainable development, HU played a central role in hosting
the G8 University Summit in the run-up to the G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit. At the
former event, which was attended by representatives from major universities around the
world, the Sapporo Sustainability Declaration was adopted. HU has since worked to
meet the goals of the declaration.

Theme: Education for Sustainable Development

The year 2014 marked the end of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD). At this time, numerous educational institutions looked back on
their initiatives to promote ESD and discussed future plans at events around the world,
such as the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development
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The year 2014 marked the end of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD). At this time, numerous educational institutions looked back on
their initiatives to promote ESD and discussed future plans at events around the world,
such as the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) held in Nagoya from November 10 to 12. HU also selected ESD as the theme of
the Sustainability Weeks 2014 program, providing students, local residents and
educators as well as representatives of local communities, universities and private
organizations with opportunities to discuss ESD from various perspectives.

Multilateral Discussions on the Future of Education

The 16 events held on this theme covered diverse fields and highlighted the roles of
education in efforts toward the creation of a sustainable society.

By way of example, sessions titled the International ESD Symposium, Lectures on
Resource-oriented Agro-Sanitation and Sanitation Education, the Finnish-Japanese Joint
Symposium, and Russian-Japanese Education Program Development acted as
platforms for discussion on the roles of collaborative education programs provided in
conjunction with universities in China, Korea, Thailand, Africa, Northern Europe and
Russia.

The International Symposium on Sustainable Campus Creation 2014 focused on
partnerships between universities and local communities, and the 5th Sustainable
Campus Contest involved the proposal of student ideas to improve the university campus
as an environment for teaching and learning. At a symposium titled Support Towards the
Employment of College Students with Disabilities, attendees discussed how educational
programs and universities can support people with disabilities in tertiary education and
help them pursue careers in society.

The 9th International Conference on Applied Ethics highlighted the roles of education in
the context of environmental ethics, and the Symposium on Indigenous Heritage and
Tourism involved a look at educational programs that will help to protect and preserve
cultural landscapes into the future.

Simultaneous Worldwide Discussions Online

The Secretariat of Sustainability Weeks takes on a new challenge in relation to the event
every year. In addition to offering live webcast streaming via Ustream and YouTube, the
Internet forum known as GiFT (Global Issues Forum for Tomorrow) in 2014 provided
young people around the world with opportunities for discussions on Facebook during
the live webcast. As many as 253 people worldwide joined in with the event.

Hokkaido has limited geographical advantage for hosting and attracting people from
around the world, but such a forum for online discussion allows teenage students in
remote areas and busy working adults to join in with discussions. This helps the
Sustainability Weeks program to function as an even more open global platform for
communication. Against such a background, organizers of other SW events are
encouraged to also embrace the use of online media.
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Toward 2015

The core part of the 9th Sustainability Weeks program will be held from October 24
(Saturday) to November 8 (Sunday), 2015.

Following the end of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in 2014,
Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs) will be adopted at the UN General Assembly
in September 2015, and worldwide efforts to achieve these objectives are expected.

HU remains committed to its contribution toward the achievement of the SDGs through
its annual organization of the Sustainability Weeks program. The support and
contribution of everyone involved are highly appreciated.
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