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Journal of the Center for International Education and Research Hokkaido University No.20 (2016)

A curriculum design for interaction courses based on
Hokkaido University Japanese Standards

This special issue first describes backgrounds and the progress of the
course policy named ‘Hokkaido University Japanese Standards’, which was
established by the Center for International Education and Research in 2016.
It then reports course plans for interaction courses that are newly
developed after curriculum reorganization due to the new policy, followed
by the instructors’ reports on their interaction courses.

Through co-learning experiences of international students and Japanese
students, the Center aims to foster human resources that contribute to
society by developing practical methods and culture for problem-solving.
Since 2013, the Center has conducted problem-solving, project-based
courses called multicultural exchange courses in which both international
students and Japanese students co-learn in the Japanese language. In
conjunction with the new course development, the Center attempted
restructuring four-skill-based Japanese language curriculum by defining
the courses for Japanese students as the highest level of the Japanese
language courses for non-native speakers.

In the new curriculum, communication skills are focused to develop
problem-solving skills that are necessary for multicultural exchange
activities. Our aim is to provide Japanese language education that values
skills to construct social relations for co-working with others, in addition to
understanding linguistic knowledge and techniques. In light of these
curriculum goals, we have designed brand-new Japanese language
standards under the following three modes: interaction, comprehension,
and expression. For each mode, there are linguistic action goals for eight
levels, which consist of one advance, three intermediate, and four
elementary levels. Consequently, this new system is published as the
Hokkaido University Japanese Standards (2016), of which are outlined

details are in special paper 1.



In addition, this special issue also focuses on courses under interaction
mode, out of three modes of the new curriculum. The goal of interaction
courses is to ensure that “international students can co-work with Japanese
students at an equal basis in an exchange-based class based on PBL". We
have designed course plans for outcome-based learning, which will be
discussed in detail in special paper 2. In special papers 3 to 5, the content of
actual class activities based on action goals, skills, and outcome for each
level of interaction courses described in Hokkaido University Japanese

Standards (2016), along with its future issues, will be introduced.



