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A study of Hasegawa Y{taro based on the collation of
Nichigo Kaitei (Introductory Steps to Japanese) and the
draft of Nichigo Nyimon (Introduction to Japanese)

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

This paper aims to clarify the publication process of two Japanese
textbooks Nichigo Kaitei (Introductory Steps to Japanese: NK) and the draft
of Nichigo Nyumon (Introduction to Japanese: NN) written by Hasegawa
Yitar6, a Japanese teacher during the Late Qing Dynasty, through
bibliographical analysis and examination.

In an earlier study, Liu (2005) argues that the draft of NN was written
prior to NK and that NK is a revised version of NN. In order to test these
findings, the present study picks up differences between both texts and
examines the notes for associated changes and deletions. The study finds
that the notes in NK were all followed in the draft of NN, whereas the notes
in the draft of NN were followed with two exceptions. The study indicates a
possible interpretation that Hasegawa intended to delete these two points
in the editorial process of the draft NN.

From these investigations, contrary to Liu's findings the study concludes
that NK is prior to the draft of NN.

In addition, based on the absence of a page total, title and author/editor’s
name, the study points out the possibility that NK is the undiscovered NN
published in 1930 reported by Sanetoh (1960).

As future research issues, in addition to examination of this possibility,
searches for further versions of the textbook and additional bibliographical

research are needed.
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